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PARADISE LOST. 

BOOK X. 

AROUMEKT. 

Man's traosgiession known, the guardian Angels forsake Para- 
dise, and return up to Heaven to approve their vigilance ; and 
are approved, God declaring that the entrance of Satan could 
not be by them prevented. He sends his Son to judge the 
transgressors, who descends and gives sentence accord- 
ingly ; then in pity clothes them both, and reascends. Sin 
and Death, sitting tUl then at the gates of Hell, by wondrous 
sympathy, feeling the success of Satan in this new world, and 
' the sin by Man l^ere committed, resolve to sit no longer con- 
fined in Hell, but to follow Satan their sire up to the place of 
Man. To make the way easier from Hell to this world to 
and firo, they pave a broad highway or bridge over Chaos, 
according to the track that Satan first made ; then, preparing 
for earth, they meet him, proud of his success, returning to 
Hell : their mutual gratulation. Satan arrives at Pandemo- 
nium; in full assembly relates, with boasting, his success 
against Man; insteaxt of applause is entertained with a 
general hiss by all his audience, transform'd with himself 
also suddenly into so^pents, according to his doom given in 
Paradise ; then, deluded with a shew of the forbidden tree 
springing up before them, they, greedily reaching to take of 
the frait, chew dust and bitter ashes. The proceedings of 
Sin and Death. Gk>d foretels the final victory of his Son over 
them, and the renewing of all things ; but, for the present, 
commands his Angels to make several alterations in the 
Heavens and elements. Adam, more and more perceiving 
his fallen condition, heavily bewails ; rejects the condolement 
of Eve ; she persists, and at length appeases him : then, to 
evade the curse likely to fall on their offspring, proposes to 
Adam violent ways, which he approves not, but, conceiving 
better hope, puts her in mind of the late promise made them, 
that her seed should be revenged on the Serpent, and exhorts 
her, with him, to seek peace with the offended Deity by re- 
pentance and supplication* 



dbyGoOgk 



dbyGoogk 



PARADISE LOST. 



BOOK X. 



MsAK WHILE the heinous and despiteful act i 

Of Satan done in Paradise^ and how 

He in the serpent had peirerted Eye, 

Her husband she, to taste the fatal fruit, 

Was known in Heav'n; for what can 'scape the eye 

Of God all-seeing, or deceive his heart 

Omniscient? who, in all things wise and just, 

Hinder'd not Satan to attempt the mind 

Of Man, with strength Entire, and free«will annM, 9 

Complete to have discover'd and repuls'd 

Whatever vnles of foe or seeming friend. 

Forstilltheyknew,andoughtto'h^ye8tiilTememb^r'd, 

The high injunction not to taste that fVuit, 

Whoever tempted; which they not obeying, 

Incurred (what ceuld they less?) the penalty. 

And, manifold in sin, deserved to fiill. 

Up into Heav'n fhtti PaMUHiie in ha^ 17 
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Th' angelic guards ascended, mute and sad 1 8 

For Man, for of his state by this they knew, 

Much wond'ring how the subtle Fiend had stoFn 

Entrance unseen. Soon as th' unwelcome news 

From earth arriy'd at Heaven gate, displeased 

All were who heard; dim sadness did not spare 

That time celestial visages, yet mix'd 

With pity, violated not their bliss. 

About the new-arriv'd, in multitudes 86 

Th' ethereal people ran, to hear and know 

How all befell : they tow'ards the throne supreme 

Accountable made haste to make appear 

With righteous plea their utmost vigilance. 

And easily approv'd ; when the most high 

Eternal Father, from his secret cloud. 

Amidst in thunder utter'd thus his voice. 

" Assembled Angels, and ye Pow'rs retum'd 
From unsuccessful charge, be not dismay'd, 85 

Nor troubled at these tidings from the earth. 
Which your sincerest care could not prevent. 
Foretold so lately what would come to pass. 
When first this tempter crossed the gulf from Hell. 
I told ye then he should prevail and speed 
On his bad errand, Man should be seduc'd 
And flatter'd out of all, believing lies 
Against his Maker; no decree of mme 43 
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CoDCuning to necessitate his fall, 44 

Or touch with lightest moment of impulse 

His free-will, to her own inclining left 

In eyen scale. But falFn he is ; and now 

What rests, but Uiat the mortal sentence pass 

On his transgression, dedth denounc*d that day? 

Which he presumes already vain and void, 

Because not yet inflicted, as he fear'd. 

By some immediate stroke ; but soon shall find 59 

Forbearance no acquittance ere day end. 

Justice shall not return as bounty scorn*d. 

But whom send I to judge them ? Whom but thee, 

Vicegerent Son ? to thee I have transferr'd 

All judgment, whether in Heav'n,or Earth, or Hell. 

Easy it may be seen that I intend 

Mercy colleague with justice, sending thee 

Man's friend, his mediator, his designed 

Both ransom and redeemer voluntary, 6i 

And destin'd Man himself to judge Man fairn." 

So spake the Father, and unfolding bright 
Tow'ard the right hand his glory, on the Son 
Blaz'd forth unclouded deity ; he full 
Resplendent all his Father manifest 
Expressed, and thus divinely answered mild. 

<< Father eternal, thine is to decree, 
Mme both in Heav'n and Earth to do thy will 69 
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Supreme, that thou in me thy Son bdov'd 70 

May'st ever rest well pleas'd* I go to judge 

On earth these thy transgressors, but thou know'st. 

Whoever judg'd, the worst on me must light, 

When time shall be, for so I undertook 

Before thee'; and not repenting, this obtain 

Of right, that I may mitigate their doom 

On me derived ; yet I shall temper so 

Justice with mercy', as may illustrate most 7S 

Them fully satisfy'd, and thee appease. 

Attendance none shall need, nor train, where none 

Are to behold the judgment, but the judg'd. 

Those two; the third best absent is condemn'd, 

Convict by flight, and rebel to all law : 

Conviction to the serpent none belongs." 

Thus saying, from his radiant seat he rose 
Of high collateral glory': him Thrones and Powers, 
Princedoms, and. Dominations, ministrant, 87 

Accompanied to Heaven gate, from whence 
Eden and all the coast in prospect lay. 
Down he descended slight;, the speed of Gods 
Time counts not, tho' with swiftest minutes vring'd. 
Now was the sun in weatern cadence low 
From noon, and gientle airs due at their hour, 
To fan the earth now wakM> a^d, usher in 
The evening, cool, when he from \yrath more cool a* 



dbyGoogk 



B. X.] PARADISE LOST. 



Came the mild judge and intercessor both 96* 

To sentence Man : the voice of God they heard 
Now walking in the garden, by soft winds 
Brought to their ears, while day declined ; they heard, 
And from his presence hid themselves apaohg 
The thickest trees, both man and wife, till God 
Approaching, thus to Adam call'd aloud. 
" Where art thou Adam, wont with joy to meet 
My coming seen far off? I miss thee here, io4 

Notpleas'd, thus entertain'd with solitude. 
Where obvious duty' ere while appear'd unsought ; 
Or come I less conspicuous, or what change 
Absents thee, or what chance detains ? Come forth." 
He came, and with him Eve, more loath, tho' first 
To' offendy discount'nanc'd both, and discompos'd ; 
Love was not in their looks, either to God 
Or to each other, but apparent guilt, 
And shame, and perturbation, and despair, i is 

Anger, and obstinacy', and hate, and guile. 
Whence Adam, £alt'ring long, tlius answer *d brief. 
" I heard thee in^the gard'n, and of thy voice 
Afraid, being naked, hid myself." To whom 
The gracious judge without revile repl/d. 
" My voice thou oft hast heard, and hast not fear'd. 
But stilLrejoic'd^ how il^ it now become 
So dreadful to thee? that thou' art naked, who i^i 
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Hath told tbee? hast thoa eaten of the tree, 122 

Whereof I gave thee charge thou shouldst not eat?" 

To whom thus Adam, sore beset, reply'd. 
^* O Heav'n! in evil straight* this day I stand 
Before my judge, either to undergo 
Myself the total crime, or to accuse 
My other self, the partner of my life; 
Whose failing, while her faith to me remains, 
I should conceal, and not expose to blame iso 

By my complaint; but strict necessity 
Subdues me, and calamitous constraint. 
Lest on my head both sin and punishment, 
However insupportable, be all 
Devolv'd ; though should I hold my peace, yet thou 
Wouldst easily detect what I conceal. 
This Woman, whom thou mad'st to be my help, 
And gav'st me as thy perfect gift, so good. 
So fit, so acceptable, so divine, is9 

That from her hand I could suspect no ill, 
And what she did, whatever in itself, 
Her domg seem'd to justify the deed; 
She gave me of the tree, and I did eat." 

To whom the sovereign Presence thus reply'd. 
" Was she thy God, that her thou didst obey 
Before his voice, or was she made thy guide, 
Superior, or but equal, that to her ur 
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Thou didst resign thy manhood, and the place us 
Wherein God set thee* above her made of thee, 
And for thee^ whose perfection far excell'd 
Her's in all real dignity ? Adom'd 
She was indeed, and lovely to attract 
Thy love, not thy subjection ; and her gifts 
Were such as under goveAiment well seem'd, 
Unseemly to bear rule, which was thy part 
And person, hadst thou known thyself aright/' 1 56 

So having said, he thus to Eve in few, 
" Say Woman, what is this which thou hast done ?" 

To whom sad Eve, with shame nigh overwhelm'd. 
Confessing soon, yet not before her judge 
Bold or loquacious, thus abash'd reply'd. 
'^ The Serpent me beguil'd, and I did eat." 

Which when the Lord God heard, without delay 
To judgment he proceeded on th' accurs'd 
Serpent though brute, unable to transfer i65 

The guilt on him who made him instrument 
Of mischief, and polluted from the end 
Of his creation ; justly then accurs'd, 
As vitiated in nature : more to know 
Concem'd not Man (since he no further knew) 
Nor altered his oiFence ; yet God at last 
To Satan, first in sin, his doom apply'd, 
Though in mysterious terms, judg'd as then best : 1 7S 
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Arid on the serpent thus his curse let fall. 174 

'' Because thou hast done tibis, thou art accurs'd 
Above all Kettle, each beast of the field ; 
Upon thy belly groveling thou shalt go, 
And dust shalt eat all the days of thy life. 
Between thee and the Woman I will put 
Enmity, and between thine and her seed ; 
Her seed shall bruise thy head, thou bruise his heel." 

So spake this oracle, then verify'd I89 

When Jesus, son of Mary, second Eve, 
Saw Satan fall like lightning down fVom Heaven^ 
Prince of the air ; then rising from his grave 
Spoiled Principalities and Pow'rs, triumphed 
In open show, and with ascension bright 
Captivity led captive through the air. 
The realm itself of Satan long usurp'd, 
Whom he shall tread at last under our fe^t ; 
Ev'n he who now foretold his fatal bruise, 191 

And to the Woman dius his sentence tum'd. 
" Thy sorrow I will greatly multiply 
By thy conception ; children thou shalt bring 
In sorrow forth ; and to thy husband's will 
Thine shall submit ; he over thee shall rule." 

On Adam last thus judgment he pronoune'd. 
" Because thou' hast hearken'd to the' voice of thy 
wife, I.W 
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And eaten of the tree, concerning which 199 

I charg'd thee, say'ing, * Thou shalt not esA thereof:' 
Curs'd is the ground for thy sake; thou in scwrow 
Shalt eat thereof all the days of thy life; 
Thorns also' and thistles it shall bring thee forth 
Unbid ; and thou ahalt eat th' herb of the field, 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, 
Till thou return unto the ground ; for thou 
Out of the ground wast taken, know thy birth, 307 
For dust thou art, and shalt to dust return." 

So judg'd he Man, both judge and saviour sent, 
And th' instant stroke of death denounced, that day 
Remov'd far off; then pitying how they stood 
Before him naked to the air, that now 
Must suffer chatige, disdained not to begin 
Thenceforth the form of servant to assume, 
As when he wash'd his servants feet, so now 
As father of his family he clad e)6 

Their, nakedness with skins of beasts, or slain, 
Or as the snake with youthful coat repaid ; 
And thought not much to clothe his enemies : 
Nor he their outward only with the skins 
Of beasts, but inward nakedness, much more 
Opprobrious, with, his robe of righteousness, 
Arraying coveifd from his Father's sight 
To him with swift ascent he up retttrn'd, -2^4 
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Into his blissful bosom reassum'd 22.5 

In glory as of old ; to him appeas'd 
Ally tho' all-knowing, what had pass'd with Man 
Recounted^ mixing intercession sweet. 

Meanwhile, ere thus was sinn'd and j udg'd on Earth , 
Within the gates of Hell sat Sin and Death, 
In counterview within the gates, that now 
Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 
Far into Chaos, since the Fiend pass'd through, sss 
Sin opening, who thus now to Death began. 

" O Son, why sit we here each other viewing 
Idly, while Satan our great author thrives 
In other worlds, and happier seat provides 
For us his offspring dear? It cannot be 
But that success attends him ; if mishap, 
Ere this he had returned, with fury driven 
By his avengers, since no place like this 
Can fit his punishment, or their revenge. Ui 

Methinks I feel new strength within me rise, 
Wings growing, and dominion giv'n me large 
Beyond this deep ; whatever draws me on, 
Or sympathy, or some connatural force 
Powerful at greatest distance to unite 
With secret amily things of like kind 
By secretest conveyance. Thou my shade 
Inseparable must with me along : 950 
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For Death from Sin no powV can separate. tsi 

But lest the difficulty of passing back 

Stay his return perhaps over this gulf 

Impassable, impervious, let us try 

Advent'rous work, yet to thy pow'r and mine 

Not unagreeable, to found a path 

Over this main fVom Hell to that new world 

Where Satan now prevails, a monument 

Of merit high to all th' infernal host, 359 

Easing their passage hence, for intercourse. 

Or transmigration, as their lot shall lead. 

Nor can I miss the way, so strongly drawn 

By this new-felt attraction and instinct/* 

Whom thus the meagre Shadow answer'd soon. 
" Go whither fate and inclination strong 
Leads thee ; I shall not lag behind, nor err 
The way, thou leading, such a scent I draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable, and taste S6*8 

The savour of Death from all thmgs there that live: 
Nor shall I to the work thou enterprisest 
Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid." 

So saying, with delight he snuff'd the smell 
Ofmortal change on earth. As when a flock 
Of ravenous fowl, though many a league remote, 
Against the day of battle, to a field. 
Where armies lie encamp'd, come flying, lur'd 276 
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With scent of living carcases designed 377 

For deaths the following day, in bloody fight: 

So scented the grim Feature, and uptum'd 

His nostril wide into the murky air. 

Sagacious of his quarry from so far. 

Then both from out Hell-gates into the waste 

Wide anarchy of Chaos damp and dark 

Flew diverse, and with poVr (their pow'r was great) 

Hovering upon the waters, what they met, 28s 

Sohd or slimy, as in raging sea 

Tost up and down, together crowded drove 

From each side shoaling tow'ards the mouth of Hell : 

As when two polar winds, blowing adverse 

Upon the Cronian sea, together drive 

Mountains of ice, that stop th' imagined way 

Beyond Petsora eastward, to the rich 

Cathaian coast. The aggregated soil 

Death with his mace petrific, cold and dry, 294 

As with a trident smote, and fix'd as firm 

As Delos floating once ; the rest his look 

Bound with Gorgonian rigour not to move ; 

And with Asphaltic slime, broad as the gate. 

Deep to the roots of Hell the gather'd beach 

They fasten'd, and the mole immense wrought on 

Over the foaming deep high arched, a bridge 

Of length prodigious, joining to the wall aos 
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Immoveable of this now fenceless world sos 

Forfeit to Death; from hence a passage broad. 

Smooth, easjy inofiensive down to Hell. 

So, if great things to small may be compared, 

Xerxes, the liberty of Greece to ydke, 

From Susa his Memnonian palace high 

Came to the sea, and over Hellespont 

Bridging his way, Europe with Asia join'd, 

And scourg'd with many a stroke th' indignant waves. 

Now had they brought the work by wondrous art- sis 

Pontifical, a ridge of pendent rock. 

Over the vex'd abyss, following the track 

Of Satan to the self-same place where he 

First lighted from his wing, and landed safe 

From out of Chaos, to the outside bare 

Of this round world : with pins of adamant 

And chains they made all fast, too fast they made 

And durable ; and now in little space seo 

The confines met of empyrean Heaven 

And of this World, and on the left hand Hell 

With long reach interposed ; three several ways 

In sight, to e^h of these three places led. 

And now their way to Earth they had descry'd. 

To Paradise first tending, when behold 

Satan in likeness of an Angel bright 

Betwixt the Centaur and the Scorpion steering sis 
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His zenithy while the sun in Aries rose : 329 

Disguis'd he came^ but those his children dear 
Their parent doon discern*dy though in disguise. 
He, after Eve seduc'd, unminded slunk 
Into the wood fast by, and changing shape 
To* observe the sequel, saw his guileful act 
By Eve, though all unweeting, seconded 
Upon her husband, saw their shame that sought 
Vain covertures ; but when he saw descend ss? 

The Son of God to judge them, terrify'd 
He fled, not hoping to escape, but shun 
The present, fearing guilty what his wrath 
Might suddenly inflict ; that past, return'd 
By night, and list'ning where the hapless pair 
Sat in their sad discourse, and various plaint. 
Thence gathered his own doom, which understood 
Not instant, but of future time, with joy 
And tidings fraught, to Hell he now returned, Ue 
And at the brink of Chaos, near the foot 
Of this new wondrous pontiflce, unhop*d 
Met who to meet him came, his offspring dear. 
Great joy was at their meeting, and at sight 
Of that stupendous bridge his joy increas'd. 
Long he admiring stood, till Sin, his fair 
Enchanting daughter, thus the silence broke. 
" O Parent, these are thy magnific deeds, S54 



dbyGoogk 



X.] FAaADI8£ LOST. 17 



Thy trophies, which thou view's! as not thine own ; ass 

Thou art their author and prime architect: 

For I no sooner in my heart divin'd. 

My heart, which by a secret harmony 

Still moves with thine, join'd in connexion sweet, 

That thou on earth hadst prosper*d, which thy looks 

Now also evidence, but straight I felt, 

Though distant from thee worlds between^ yet felt 

That I must after thee with this thy son, S6S 

Such fatal consequence unites us three : 

Hell could no longer hold us in her bounds, 

Nor this unvoyageable gulf obscure 

Detain from following thy illustrious track. 

Thou hast achiev*d our liberty, confined 

Within Hell-gates till now, thou us impower d 

To fortify thus far, and overlay 

With this portentous bridge the dark abyss. 

Thine now is all this world ; thy virtue' hath won 37a 

What thy hands builded not, thy wisdom gain'd 

With odds what war hath lost, and fully' aveng'd 

Our foil in Heav'n ; here thou shalt monarch reign. 

There didst not ; there let him still victor sway. 

As battle hath adjudg'd, from this new world 

Retiring, by his own doom alienated. 

And henceforth monarchy with thee divide 

Of all things parted by th' empyreal bounds, . 380 
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His quadrature, from tiiy orMcuIar world, ssi 

Or try thee now more dangerous to his throne." 

Whom thus the Prince «f da^ness answered glad. 
t' Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Orandchild both. 
High proof ye now have giv'n to be die race 
Of Satan, (for I glory in the name, • 
Antagonist of Heav'n's Almighty King) 
Amply have merited of me, of all 
Th' infernal empire, that so near HeaVn's door 369 
Triumphal with triumphal act have met, 
Mine with this glorious work, and made one realm 
Hell and this world, one realm, one continent 
Of easy thorough^fare. TTiercfore while I 
Descend through- darkness, on your road with ease. 
To my associate Powers, them to acquaint 
With these successes,' and with them rejoice, 
You two this way, among these numerous orbs. 
All yours, right down to Paradise descend ; S98 
There dwell and reign in bliss, thence on the earth 
Dominion exercise, and in the air. 
Chiefly on Man, sole lord of all declared. 
Him first make sure your thrall, and lastly kill. 
My substitutes I send ye, and create 
Plenipotent on earth, of matchless might 
Issuing from me : on your joint vigour :now 
My hold of this tiew kingdom all depends^ :Aoa 
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Through Siii td Death exp(08*d by mj exploit. 407 
If your joint 1p6\f^r {hretail-^ th' affaire of Hell 
No detriment need fear ; ga and be sirbtig'.'^-' 

So saying^ he dismiss'd them; they with speed 
Their course tbroii^h thickest cbnstetlsitbtas hdd> 
Spreading their bane; the blasted stairs looked wan, 
And planets^ plattet'-stnMikl seal eoMpse ^ 
Then suffer'd. Th' other way Satan went down 
"Hie causey to HeU*gate; on either side 4i5 

Dbparted Chaos oye^^built escqlaim^dy * 
And with rebounding ^urge the bars- assati'd. 
That scom'd his indignation : through the gate> - * 
Wide open and unguarded, Satan passed. 
And all about fo^ad desolate; for those 
Appointed to sit there had left their charge^ 
Flown to the upper worMs the ifest were al>^ ^ 
Far to th' inland rettrVl, about the walk 
Of Pandemonium, city and proud seat 484 

Of Lucifer, so by allusion caUM, 
Of that bright star to Satan part^n'dr 
There kept their watch the legions, while the Grand 
In council sat, solicitous what chance 
Might intercept their empe'ror sent ; so he 
Departing gave command, and they observed. 
As when the Tartar from hit Russian foe 
By Astracan over the sn^Owy plains 432- 
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Retires, or Bactrian Sophi from the horns 4S3 

Of Turkish crescent, leaves all waste beyond 

The realm of Aladule, in his retreat 

To Tauris or Casbeen : so these, the late 

Heay'n-banish'd host, left desert utmost Hell 

Many a dark league, reduced in careful watch 

Round their metropolis, and now expecting 

Each hour their great adventurer from the search 

Of foreign worlds. He through the midst, unmark'd. 

In show plebeian Angel militant 442 

Of lowest order, pass'd ; and from the door 

Of that Plutonian hall, invisible. 

Ascended his high throne, which under state 

Of richest texture spread, at th' upper end 

Was plac'd in regal lustre. Down a while 

He sat, and round about him saw unseei;i : 

At last, as from a cloud, his fulgent head 

And shape star-bright appeared, or brighter, clad 450 

With what permissive glory since his fall 

Was left him, or false glitter. All amaz*d 

At that so sudden blaze, the Stygian throng 

Bent their aspect, and whom they wish'd beheld. 

Their mighty chief returned : loud was th' acclaim ; 

Forth rush'd in haste the great consulting peers, 

Rais'd from their dark Divan, and with like joy 

Congratulant approach'd him, who with hand ' 4^8 
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Silepce, and with these words, attention won. 459 
*^ Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, 
Powers, 
For in possession such, not only' of right, 
I call ye and declare ye now, return'd, 
Successful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 
Triumphant out of this infernal pit 
Abominable, accurs'd, the house of woe, 
And dungeon of our tyrant : now possess, 466 

As Lords, a spacious world, to* our native Heaven 
Little inferior, by my fidventure hard 
With peril great achiev'd. Long were to tell 
What I have done, what suffer'd, with what pain 
Voyag'd th' unreal, vast, unbounded deep 
Of horrible confusion, over which. 
By Sin and Death, a broad way now is pav'd 
To expedite your glorious march; but I 
Toil'd out my uncouth passage, forc'd to ride 475 
Th' untractable abyss, plung'd in the womb 
Of unoriginal Night and Chaos wild, 
That jealous of their secrets fiercely opposed 
My journey strange, with clamorous uproar 
Protesting Fate supreme; thence how I found 
The new-created world, which fame in Heaven 
Umg hadforetoldy a fabric wonderful, 
Of absolute perfection, therein Man 4 as 



I 
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Plac*d in a Panii^sey bf our exile 484 

Made happy. Him by fraud I have 8educ*d 
From his Creator, and^ the more to' increase 
YoarwonderyWith an appk; het thereat 
Offended, worth yoitr laughter, hath giVn up 
Both his bebred Man and all his worlds 
To Sin and Death a prey» and so tout, 
Without our hasard, labour, or alarm, > 
To range in, and to dwell, imd over Man 493 

To rule, as orer all he should have rul'd. 
True is, me also he hath judg'd, or rather 
Me not, but the brute serpent in whose shape 
Man I deoeiT^d : that inrhich to me belongs 
Is enmity, which he will put between 
Me and mankind; I am to bruise his heel; 
His seed, when is not set, shall bruise my head. 
A world who would not purchase with a bruise, 
Ormuchmoregrievouspaln? Tehayeth'account 501 
Of tny perfommice: whali reipains, ye Gods, 
But up and enter now inJto full bHss^'i*--^ 

So haybig; said, a while lie stood, expecting 
Their untTersal shout and high af>plattse v 
To fill hi» ear; lAterir contrary, li&^hears 
On all sides^ fromi inmnnemble tongues, 
A dismal universal :fais9, the soun^; ^ - ^ 
Of public scorn; ^ hS wc>Mdet*d^ faoxtenolAlong 50^ 
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Qad leisure, wond'ring at himielf qow more ; aio 
His visage drawn he felt to sharp and spare, 
His arms clung to his ribs; his legs intwining 
Each other, till supplanted down he fell 
A monstrous serpent on his belly prone, 
Reluctant, but in yain, a greater power 
Now ruFd him, punished in the shape he sinh'd 
According to his doom. He would have spoke^ - 
Bat hiss for hiss retum'd with forked tongue . &i8 
To forked tongue, for now were all transformed 
Alike, to serpents all, as accessories 
To his bold riot : dreadful was the din 
Of hissing through the hall, thick swarming now 
With complicated monsters head and tail. 
Scorpion, and Asp, and Amphisbsena dire. 
Cerastes horn*d. Hydras, and Elops drear, 
And Dipsas (not so thick swarmed once the soil 
Bedropt with blood of Grorgon, or the isle 597 

Ophiusa); but still greatest he the midst. 
Now Dragon grown, larger than whcmi lise sun 
Engendered in the PytMan vale on slime, 
Hugh Python, and hia pow'r no less he seem'd 
Above the. rest still to retain. They all 
Him follow'd,iis4uing: forth to!th' open field, 
Where all yet left of that revolted rout, ) 

Heav'n-fall'b, in station itood or just niTay ^ 5dS 
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Sublime with expectation when to see sse 

In triumph issuing forth their glorious chief; 
They saw, but other sight instead, a crowd 
Of ugly serpents : horror on them fell, 
And horrid sympathy; for what they saw 
They felt themselves no^. chaaging ; down their arms, 
Down fell both spear and shield, down they as fast. 
And the dire hiss renew'd, and the dire form, 
Oatch'd by contagion, like iii punishment, 544 

As in their crime. Thus was th' applause they meaDt 
'I urn'd to exploding hiss, triumph to shame, 
Cast on themselves from their own mouths. There 

stood 
A grove hard by, sprung up with this their change, 
His will who reigns above; to aggravate 
Their penance, laden with fair fruit, like that 
Which grew in Paradise, the bait of Eve 
Us'd by the Tempter: on that prospect strange 55s 
Their earnest eyes they fix'd, imagining 
For one forbidden tree a multitude 
Now ris'n, to work them further woe or shame ; 
Yet parch'd with scalding thirst and hunger fierce, - 
Though to delude them sent, could not abstain, 
But on they roU'd in heaps, and up the trees 
Climbing, sat thicker than the snaky locks 
ThatcurrdM^geera: greedily they pluck'd seo 
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The fruitage fair to sight, like that which grew 561 
Near that bituminous lake where Sodom flam'dt 
This more delusive, not the touch, but taste 
Deceiy'd ; they fondly thinking to allay 
Their appetite with gust, instead of fruit 
Chew'd bitter ashes, which th* offended taste 
With spattering noise rejected : oft they' assay'd, 
Hunger and thirst constraining, drugged as oft, 
With hatefullest disrelish writh'd their jaws 56*9 

With soot and cinders fill'd ; so oft they fell 
Into the same illusion, not as Man 
Whom they triumph'd once laps'd. Thus were they 

plagu'd 
And worn with famine, long and ceaseless hiss. 
Till their lost shape, permitted, they resum*d. 
Yearly enjoin'd, some say, to undergo 
This annual humbling certain number'd days. 
To dash their pride, and joy for Man seduc'd. 577 
However some tradition they dispersed 
Among the Heathen of their purchase got, 
And fabled how the Serpent, whom they caird' 
Ophion with Eurynome, the wide 
Encroaching Eve perhaps, had first the rule 
Of high Olympus, thence by Saturn driven 
And Ops, ere yet Dicteean Jove was bom. . 
Meanwhile in Paradise the hellish pair 535 
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Too soon amr'd. Sin there in fcm'i befo^, ! . $86 
Once actaal».now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant; behind her Death 
Close following pace for pace, not mounted yet . 
On his pale horse : to whom Sin thus began. 

** Second of Satan sprung, all-K^onqu*ring Death, 
What think'st thou of our empire now, tho* earned 
With travel difficult, not better far 
Than still at Hell's dark threshold to* have sat watch, 
Unnam'd, undreaded, and thyself half stanr'd V* 595 

Whom thus the Sin-bom monster answer'd soon.' 
<< To me, who with eternal famine pine. 
Alike is Hell, or Paradise, or Heaven, 
There best, where most with ravine I may meet : 
Which here, tho' plenteous, all too little seems 
To stuff this maw, this vast unhide-bound corpse," 
To whom th' incestuous mother thus repl/d. 602 
" Thou therefore on these herbs, and fruits, and flowers, 
Feed first, on each beast next, and fish, and fowl^, 
No homely morsels ; and whatevei thing ^ 
The sithe of Time mows down^ detour Unspar'd; 
Till I in Man residing through the race^^ ^ 
His thoughts, his looks, words, actiods, all infec^ 
And season him thy last andisWeetest prey/* ^ 

This said, they both betook them tseveial- ways, 
Both to destroy, or uninmuMrtal make : ; 611 
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All kindSf and for destruction to mature 612 

Sooner or later; which th' Almighty seeing, 
Erom his transcendent seat the Saints among, 
To those bright Orders utter'd thus his voice. 

^' See with what heat these dogs of Hell advance 
To waste and havoc yonder world, whichl 
So fair and good created, a^d had stiU 
Kept in that state, had not the folly' of Man 
Let in these wasteful furies, who impute 620 

Folly to me, so doth: the piince of Hell 
And his adherents, that: with so much ^»e 
I Buffer them to enter and possess 
A place so heav'nly, and conniving seem 
To gratify my scornful enemies, 
That laugh, as if transported with some fit 
Of passion, I to them had quitted all, ' 
At random yielded up to their misrule ; 
And know not that I calFd and drew them thither, «99 
My HelWhoimds^ to hck up the draff and filth 
Which Maifs pdHifingi^linwkh^ faint hath shed 
On what was pure, till "cr^UnmHi HM. gdi^^d^nigh burst 
With suck'd and gltttt^d^dtfal> dt one «Iing 
Of thy victorious (arm > WeH-pleasteg ^5on,- 
Both Sin, and^Death,^ and yttWniag QraVe^ at last, ^ 
Through Chaos^hiurrd) tobstruct^he mouth of Hell ' 
For ever, aid iseal tip hfa^ riVeitotfs ja#i^. ds? 
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Then Heav'n and Earth renew'd shall be made pure 
To sanctity that shall receive no stain: 689 

Till then the curse pronounc'd on both precedes." 

He ended, and the heav'nly audience loud 
Sung Halleluiah, as the sound of seas, 
Through multitude that sung : " Just are thy way?^ 
Righteous are thy decrees on all thy works ; 
Who can extenuate thee V Next, to the Son, 
*' Destin'd restorer of mankind, by whom 646 

New Heay'n and Earth shall to the ages rise, 
Or down from Heav'n descend." Such was their song. 
While the Creator, calling forth by name 
His mighty Angels, gave them several chaise. 
As sorted best with present things. The sun 
Had first his precept so to move, so shine. 
As might affect the earth with cold and heat 
Scarce tolerable, and from the north to call 
Decrepit winter, from the south to bring 656 

Solstitial summer's heat. To the blank moon 
Her office they prescrib'd, to th' other five 
Their planetary motions and aspects 
In sextile, square, and trine, and opposite 
Of noxious efficacy, and when to join 
In synod unbenign ; and taught the fix'd 
Their influence malignant when to shower, ^ 
Which of them rising with the sun, or falling, 668 
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Sboald prove tempestuous : to the winds they set 664 

Their corners, when with bluster to confound 

Sea, air, and shore, the thunder when to roll 

With terror through the dark aerial hall. 

Some say he bid his Angels turn ascance 

The poles of earth twice ten degrees and more 

From the sun's axle ; they with labour push'd 

Oblique the centric globe: some say the sun 

Was bid turn reins from th' equinoctial road 672 

Like distant breadth to Taurus with the seven 

Atlantic Sisters, and the Spartan Twins 

Up to the Tropic Crab ; thence down amain 

By Leo and the Virgin and the Scales, 

As deep as Capricorn, to bring in change 

Of seasons to each clime; else had the spring 

Perpetual smiFd on earth with vemant flowers, 

Equal in days and nights, except to those 

Beyond the polar circles ; to them day 68 1 

Had unbenighted shone, while the low sun. 

To recompense his distance, in their sight 

Had rounded still th* horizon, and not known . 

Or east or west, which had forbid the snow 

From cold Estotiland, and south as far 

Beneath Magellan. At that tasted fruit 

The sun, as from Thy6stean banquet, tum'd 

His course intended ; else how had the world 689 
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Inhabited, though sinless, more than now, 6S0 

Avoided pinching cold and scorditng heat? 
These changes in the HeaVns, tho'slow^ produc'd 
Like change on sea and land, sideral blast, 
Vapour, and mist, and exhalation hot, 
Corrupt and pestilent* Now from the north 
Of Norumbega, and the Samoed shore. 
Bursting their brazen dungeon, -arm'd with ice, 
And snow and hail, and stormy gust and flaw, 6*98 
Boreas and Cscias, smd Aigestes kmd, 
And Thrascias, rend the woods and seas upturn; 
With adverse blast upturns them from the south 
Notus and Afer, blfllck with tbund'rottS clouds • 
From Serraliona ; thwart of these as fierce 
Forth rush thef Levant and the Ponent winds^ 
Eurus and Zephyr^ with their lateral noise. 
Sirocco, and Libecchio. Thus began 
Outrage from lifeless things ; but Discord first, 707 
Daughter of Sin, among th* irrational. 
Death introduc'd through fierce antipathy : 
Beast now with beast 'gan war, and fowl with fowl, 
And fish with fish ; to graze the herb all leaving, 
Devoured each other; nor stood much in awe 
Of Man, but fled him, or #ith countenance grim^ : 
Glared on hinL passing; :These were^frdm without 
The growing miseiie8,vwhieh Adam safW t» 
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Already^ in part, though hid in gloomiest shade^ 716 
To sorrow' abandoned, but worse felt within. 
And in a troubled sea of passion tost. 
Thus to disburden soaght with sad complaint. 

'^ O miserable of happy' ! is this the end 
Of this new glonons world, and me so late 
The glory of that glory, who now become 
Accurs'd of blessed, hide me from the face 
Of God, whom to behold was then my height 794 
Of happiness I yet well, if here would end 
The misery ; I desenr'd it, and would bear 
My own deservings ; but this will not serve ; 
All that I eat or drink, or shall beget. 
Is propagated curse. O voice once heard 
Delightfully, ^ Im^rease and multiply,' 
Now death to hear ! for what can I increase 
Or multiply, but curses on my head ? 
Who of all ages to succeed, but feeling 78s 

The evil on him brought by me, will curse. 
My head ? Ill fare our ancestor impure. 
For this we may thank Adam; but his thanks 
Shall be the execration ; so besides 
Mine own thi^t bide upon me, all from me 
Shall with a fierce reflux on me redound. 
On me» as on dieir natural c^tre, light 
Heavy, tI)iottgfa in their place. O Meeting joys 74| 
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Of Paradise, dear bought with lastiog woes ! 742 

Did I request thee. Maker, from my clay 

To mould me Man, did I solicit thee 

From darkness to promote me, or here place 

In this delicious garden? as my will 

Concurred not to my be'ing, it were but right 

And equal to reduce me to my dust. 

Desirous to resign and render back 

All I receivM, unable to perform 750 

Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hdd 

The good I sought not. To the loss of that, 

Sufficient penalty, why hast thou added 

The sense of endless woes? Inexplicable 

Thy justice seems : yet to say truth, too late 

I thus contest ; then should have been refused 

Those terms whatever, when they were propos'd : 

Thou didst accept them ; wilt thou' enjoy the good, 

Then cavil the conditions? and though God 759 

Made thee without thy leave, what if thy son 

Prove disobedient, and reprov'd, retort. 

Wherefore didst thou beget me ? I sought it not : 

Wouldst thou admit for his contempt of thee 

That proud excuse ? ■■ yet him not thy election. 

But natural necessity begot. 

God made thee' of choice his own, and of his own 

To serve him ; thy reward was of his grace^ 767 
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Thy punishment then justly' is at his will. 768 

Be' it sOy for -I submit ; his doom is fair. 
That dust I am, and shall to dust return : 
O welcome hour whenever ! why delays 
His hand to execute what his decree 
Fix'd on this day ? why do I overlive, 
Why am I mock'd with death, and lengthened out 
To deathless pain ? how gladly would I meet 
Mortality my sentence, and be earth 776 

Insensible, how glad would lay me down 
As in my mother's lap ? there [ should rest 
And sleep secure ; his dreadful voice no more 
Would thunder in my ears, no fear of worse 
To me and to my offspring would torment me 
With cruel expectation^ Yet one doubt 
Pursues me still, lest all I cannot die, 
Lest that pure breath of life, the spi'rit of Man 
Which God inspir'd, cannot together perish 785 
With this corporeal clod ; then in the grave, 
Or in some other dismal place, who knows 
But I shall die a living death ? O thought 
Horrid, if true! yet why? it was but breath 
Of life that sinn'd ; what dies but what had life 
And sin? the body properly hath neither^ 
All of me then shall die : let this appease 
The doubt, since human reach no further knows. 798 
TOL. n. S 
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For though the Lord of all be infinite^ 794 

Is his wrath also ? be it, Man is not so. 

But mortal doom'd. How can he exercise 

Wrath without end on Man whom death must end ? 

Can he be made deathless death ? that were to make 

Strange contradiction, which to God himself 

Impossible is held, as argument 

Of weakness, not of poVr. Will he draw out. 

For anger's sake, finite to infinite sos 

In punish'd Man, to satisfy his rigpur 

Satisf/d never? that were to extend 

His sentence beyond dust and nature's law, 

By which all causes else according still . 

To the reception of their matter act. 

Not to th' extent of their own sphere. , But say 

That death be not one stroke, as I suppoi^'d, 

Bereaving sense, but endless misery 

From this day onward, whioli I feel begun si 1 

Both in me, and without me, and so Icist \ ^ 

To perpetuity; ay me, that fear . 

Comes thund'ring back with dreadful Devolution 

On my defenceless head ; both Death and I 

Am found eternal^ and incorporate both. 

Nor I oh my part singlel, in me all 

Posterity stands curs'd : fair patrimony 

That I must leave ye. Sons ; O were I able : 819 
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To waste it all myself, and leave ye none ! sso 

So disinherited how would ye bllsss 

Me^ now your curse! Ay, why should all mankind 

For one man's fault thus guiltless be condemn'd, 

If guiltless ? But from me' what can proceed, 

But all corrupt, both mind and will deprav'd, 

Not to do only, but to will the same 

With me ? how can they then acquitted stand 

In sight of God ? Him after all disputes 898 

Fore'd I absolve : all my evasions vain, 

And reasonings, tho' through mazes, lead me still 

Bat to my own conviction : first and last 

On me, me only, as the source and spring 

Of all corruption, all the blame lights tide ; 

So might the wrath. Fond wish I couldst thou support 

That burden, heavier than the eslrth to bear. 

Than all the world much heavier, though divided 

With that bad Woman? Thus what thou desir'st 8S7 

And what thou fear'st, alike destroys all hope '' 

Of refuge, and concludes thee miserable 

Beyond all past example and f&ture, 

To Satan only like both crime and doom. 

consciience, into what abyss of fears 

And horrors hast thou driv'n me ; out of ^which 

1 find no way, from deep to deeper phing'd V* 

Thus Adam to himself lamented loud ' ^45 
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Through the stiU night, not now, as ere Man fell, 846 

Wholesome and cool, and mild, but with black air 

Accompanied, with damps and dreadful gloom. 

Which to his evil conscience represented 

All things with double terror : on the ground 

Outstretched he lay, on the cold ground, and oft 

Curs'd his creation, death as oft accus'd 

Of tardy execution, since denounced 

The day of his offence. ** Why comes not death," 8^4 

Said he, ** with one thrice-acceptable stroke 

To end me ? shall truth fail to keep her word. 

Justice divine not hasten to be just ? 

But death comes not at all, justice divine 

Mends not her slowest pace for pray'rs or cries. 

O woods, O fountains, hillocs, dales, and bowers. 

With other echo late I taught your shades 

To answer, and resound far other song.*' 

Whom thus afflicted when sad Eve beheld, 86s 

Desolate where she sat, approaching nigh. 

Soft words to his fierce passion she assayed; 

But her with stem regard he thus repell'd. 

^' Out of my sight, thou Serpent; that name best 
Befits thee with him leagu>'d, thyself as false 
And hateful ; nothing wants, but that thy shape. 
Like his, and colour serpentine, may show 
Thy inward fraud, to warn all creatures from thee 87V 
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Henceforth; lest that too heav'nlyfonn, pretended 879 

To hellish falsehood, snare them. But for thee 

I had persisted happy', had not thy pride 

And wand'ring vanity, when least was safe. 

Rejected my forewarning, and disdain'd 

Not to be trusted, longing to be seen. 

Though by the Dey*il himself, him overweening 

To over-reach, but with the Serpent meeting 

FooFd andbeguil'd, by him thou, I by thee, 886 

To trust thee from my side, imagined wise. 

Constant, mature, proof against all assaults, 

And understood not all was but a show 

Rather than solid virtue', all but a rib 

Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears. 

More to the part sinister, from me drawn, 

Well if thrown out, as supernumerary 

To my just number found. O why did God, 

Creator wise, that peopled highest Heaven 889 

With Spirits masculine, create at last 

lliis novelty on earth, this fair defect 

Of nature, and not fill the world at once 

With Men as Angels without feminine, 

Or find some other way to generate 

Mankind? this mischief had not then befalFn, 

And more that shall befall, innumerable 

Distarbances on earth through female snares,. 897 
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And strait conjunction with this sex : for either 898 

He never shall find out fit mate, but such 

As some misfortune brings him, or mistake ; 

Or whom he wishes most shall seldom gain 

Through her perverseness, but shall see her gain'd 

By a far worse^ or if she love, withheld 

By parents; or his happiest choice too late 

Shall meet, already link'd and wedlock-bound 

To a fell adversary', his hate or shame : 906 

Which infinite calamity shall cause 

To human lift^, ai^d household peace confound." 

He added noty and from her tum'd ; but Eye, 
Not so repuls'd, with tears that ceas'd not flowing. 
And tresses all disorder 'd, at his feet 
Fell humble,, ^nd embracing them, besought 
His peace, and tl^us^ .proceeded in her plaint. 

^* Forsake me not thus, Adam; witness Heaven 
What love sincere, and reverence in my heart 9\^ 
I bear thee, and i^iw^eting have ofiended. 
Unhappily deceived.; thy suppliant 
I beg, and clasp thy knees; bereave me not. 
Whereon I live,, thy gentle looks, thy aid. 
Thy counsel in this uttermost distress, 
My only strength ^d stay : forlorn of thee, 
Whither shall I betake me, where subsist? 
While yet we live, scarce one short hour perhaps, 92s 
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Between us two let there be peace, both joining, 924 

As join'd in injuries, one enmity 

Against a foe by doom express assigned us. 

That cruel Serpent. On me exercise not 

Thy hatred for this misery befali'n. 

On me already lost, me than thyself 

More miserable ; both have sinn'd, but thou 

Against God only', I against God and thee, 

And to the place of judgment will return, 9S8 

There with my cries importune HeaVn, that all 

The sentence from thy head remov'd may light 

On me, sole cause to thee of all this woe. 

Me, me only, just object <3f his ire.*' 

She ended weeping, and her lowly plight. 
Immoveable till peace obtain'd from fault 
Acknowledg'd and depldr'd, in Adam wrought 
Commiseration ; soon his heart relented 
Tow'ards her, his life so late and sole delight, 941 
Now at his feet submissive in distress. 
Creature so fair his reconcilement seeking, 
His counsel whom she had displeas'd, his aid : 
As one disarm'd, his anger all he lost, 
And thus with peaceful words uprais'd her soon. 

" Unwary', and too desirous, as before, 
So now of what thou know'st not, who desir'st 
The punishment all on thysialf ; sjas, 949 
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Bear thine own first, ill able to sustain 950 

His full wrath, whose thou feeFst as yet least part, 
And my displeasure bear*st so ill. If prayers 
Could alter high decrees, I to that place 
Would speed before thee, and be louder heard. 
That on my head all might be visited. 
Thy frailty and infirmer sex forgiven. 
To me committed and by me expos'd. 
But rise, let us no more contend, nor blame 95» 
Each other, blam'd enough elsewhere, bat strive. 
In offices of love, how we may lighten 
Each other's burden, in our share of woe ; 
Since this day's death denounced, if ought I see. 
Will prove no sudden, but a slow-pac'd evil, 
A long day's dying to augment our pain. 
And to our seed (O hapless se'^d !) deriv'd." 

To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, reply'd. 
'' Adam, by sad experiment I know 967 

How little weight my words with thee can find, 
Found so erroneous, thence by just event 
Found so unfortunate ; nevertheless. 
Restored by thee, vile as I am, to place 
Of new acceptance, hopeful to regain 
Thy love, the sole contentment of my heart, 
'Living or dying, from thee I will not hide 
What thoughts in my unquiet breast are risen, 975 
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Tending to some relief of our extremes, 976 

Orend^ though sharp and sad, yet tolerable^ 

As in our evils, and of easier choice. 

If care of our descent perplex us most, 

H'lThich must be bom to certain woe, devoured 

By Death at last; and miserable it is 

To be to others cause of misery, 

Our own begott'en, and of our loins to bring 

Into this cursed world a woeful race, 9S4 

That after wretched life must be at last 

Food for so foul a monster ; in thy power 

It lies, yet ere conception to prevent 

The race unblest, to be'ing yet unbegot. 

Childless thou art, childless remain: so Death 

Shall be deceived his glut, and with us twp 

Be forc'd to satisfy his ravenous maw. 

But if thou judge it hard and difficult. 

Conversing, looking, loving, to abstain 99S 

From love's due rites, nuptial embraces sweet, 

And with desire to languish without hope. 

Before the present object languishing 

With like desire, which would be misery 

And torment less than none of what we dread; 

Then, both ourselves and seed at once to free 

From what we fear for both, let us make short. 

Let us seek Death, or he not found, supply looi 
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With our own h^nds his office on ouri^dves. 1002 

Why stand we longer shivering lihd^r fears. 
That shew no end but death, and have the power. 
Of many ways to die the shortest choosing. 
Destruction with destruction to destroy?" 

She ended here, or vehement despair 
Broke off the rest ; so much of death her thoughts 
Had entertained, as dfd her cheeks with pale. 
But Adam, with such counsel nothing swa/d, 1010 
To better hopes his more attentive mind 
Lab'ring had raisM, and thus to Eve reply'd. 

^* Eve, thy contempt of life ahd pleasure seems 
To argue in thee something more sublime 
And excellent than what thy mind contemns ; 
But self-destruction therefore sought, refutes 
That excellence thought in thee, and implies, 
Not thy contempt, but anguish and regret 
For loss of life and pleasure overlov'd, 1019 

Or if thou covet death, as utmost end 
Of misery, so thinking to evade 
The penalty pronounced, doubt not but God 
Hath wiseliier arm'd his vengeful ire than so 
To be forestalled ; much more I fear lest death 
So snatch'd will not exempt us from the pain 
We are by doom to pay ; rather such acts 
Of contumacy' will provoke the Highest io»7 
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To make death in us live. Then let uA seek loss 
Some safer resolution, which methinks 
1 have in view, calling to mind with heed 
Part of our sentence, that thy seed shall bruise 
The Serpent's head ; piteous amends, unless 
Be meant, whom I conjecture, our grand foe 
Satan, who in the serpent hath coAtriir'd 
Against us this deceit : to crush his head 
Would be revenge indeed ; which will .be lost 1036 
By death brought on ourselves, or childless days 
Resolv'd as thou proposest ; so our foe 
Shall 'scape his punishment ordain'd, and we 
Instead shall double ours upon our heads. 
No more be mention'd the^ of violence 
Against ourselves, and wilful barrenness,* 
That cuts us off from hope, and savour* only 
Rancour and pride, impatiences and despite, 
Rel^ctance against God and bis juBt yoke io4» 

Laid on our necks. Remember with what mild 
And gracious temper he both heard and judg'd 
Without wrath or reviling; we expected 
. Immediate clissolution, which we thought 
Was meant by death that day, when lo, to thee 
Pains only in child-bearing were foretold. 
And bringing forth, soon recompens'd with joy, 
Fruit of thy womb: on me the curse aslopiei i05a 
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Olanc'd on the ground ; with labour I must earn iod4 

My bread; what harm? Idleness had been "worse ; 

My labour will sustain me ; and lest cold 

Or heat should injure us, his timely care 

Hath unbesought provided, and his hands 

Cloth*d us unworthy, pitying while he judg'd ; 

How much more, if we pray him, will his ear 

Be open, and his heart to pity' incline. 

And teach us further by what means to shun 10^2 

Th' inclement seasons, rain, ice, hail, and snow? 

Which now the sky with various face begins 

To shew us in this mountain, while the winds 

Blow moist and keen, shattering the graceful locks 

Of these fair spreading trees; which bids us seek 

Some better shroud, some better warmth to cherish 

Our limbs benumb'd, ere this diurnal star 

Leave cold the night, how we, hh gathered beanos 

Reflected, may with matter sere foment, 107^ 

Or by collision of two bodies grind 

The air attrite to fire, as late the clouds 

Justling or push'd with winds rude in their shock 

Tine the slant lightning, whose thwart flame, driven 

down, ■ 
Kindles the gummy bark of fir or pine. 
And sends a comfortable heat from far. 
Which might supply the sun : such fire to use, 107s 
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And what may else be remedy or cure 1079 

To evils which our own misdeeds have wrought^ 
He will instruct us praying, and of grace 
Beseeching him, so as we need not fear 
To pass commodiously this life, sustained 
By him with many comforts, till we end 
In dust, our final rest and native home. 
What better can we do, than to the place 
Repairing where he judg'd us, prostrate fall 1087 
Before him reverent^ and there confess 
Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears 
Watering the ground, and with our sighs the air 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 
Of sorrow' unfeign'd, and humiliation meek? 
Undoubtedly he will relent and turn 
From his displeasure ; in whose look serene, 
When angry most he seem'd and most severe, 
What else but favour, grace, and mercy shone ?" 109« 

So spake our father penitent ; nor Eve 
Felt less remorse : they forthwith to the place 
Repairing where he judg'd them, prostrate fell 
Before him reverent, and both confess'd 
Humbly their faults, and pardon begg'd, with tears 
Watering the ground, and with their sighs the air 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 
Of sorrow' unfeign'd, and humiliation meek. 1 104 
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PARADISE LOST. 

BOOK XI. 

ARGUMENT. o 

rbe Son of God presents to his Father the prayers of our first 
parents now repenting, and intercedes for them. God accepts 
them, but declares that they must no longer abide in Para- 
dise : sends Michael with a band of Cherubim to dispossess 
them ; but first to reveal to Adam future things. Michael's 
coming down. Adam shews to Eve certain ominous signs ; 
he discerns Michael's approach, goes out to meet him : the 
Angel denOQxices their departure. Eve's lamentatioiu Adam 
pleads, but submits. The Angel leads him up to a high hill, 
8€ts before him in vision what shall happen till the flood. 
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Thus they in lowlmt plight rq>entaiit stood i 

Praying, for from the mercy-seat above 
Prevenient grace descending had removed 
The stony from their hearts, and made new flesh 
R^enerate grow instead, that sighs now breath'd 
Unutterable, which the Spi'rit of prayer 
Inspired, and wing'd for Heav'n with speedier flight 
Than loudest oratory : yet their port 
Not of mean suitors, nor important less 9 

Seem'd their petition, than when th^ ancient pair 
In fables old, less ancient yet than these, 
Deucahon and chaste Pyrrha, to restore 
The race of mankind drown'd, before the shrine 
Of Themis stood devout. To Heav'n their prayers 
Flew np, nor miss'd the way, by. envious winds 
Blown vi^bond or frustrate : in they pass'd 
Dimensbidess through heavenly doors; then clad i7 
roun, 4 
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With incense^ where the golden altar fum'd, is 

By their great intercessor, came in sight 
Before the Father's throne : them the glad Son 
Presenting, thus to intercede began. 

" See, Father, what first fruits on earth are sprung 
From thy implanted grace in Man, these sighs 
And pray'rs, which in this golden censer, mix*d 
With incense, I, thy priest, before thee bring. 
Fruits of more pleasing savour from thy seed 26 
Sown with contrition in his heart, than those 
Which his own hand manuring all the trees 
Of Paradise could have produced, ere fallen 
From innocence. Now therefore bend thine ear 
To. supplication, hear his sighs though mute; 
Unskilful with what words to pray, let me 
Interpret for him, me his advocate 
And propitiation ; all his works on me, 
Good or not good, ingraft, my merit those ss 

Shall perfect, and for these my death shall pay. 
Accept me, and in me from these. receive 
The smell of peace tow'rd mankind ; let him live 
Before thee reconciled, at least his days 
Numbered, though sad, till death, his doom,'(wbich I 
To mitigate thus plead, not. to reverse) 
To better life shall yield him, where with me 
All my redeemed may dwell in joy and bliss, 43 
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Made one "with me, as I with thee am one.'' 44 

To vrhom the Father, without cloud, serene. 
" All thy request for Man, accepted Son, 
Obtain ; all thy request was my decree : 
But longer in that Paradise to dwell. 
The law I gave to nature him forbids : 
Those pure inunortal elements that know 
No gross, no unharmonious mixture foul, 
Eject him tainted now, and purge him oiF 52 

As a distemper, gross to air as gross. 
And mortal food, as may dispose him best 
For dissolution wrought by sin, that first 
Distemper'd all things^ and of incorrupt 
Corrupted. I at first with two fair gifts 
Created him endow'd, with happiness 
And immortality : that fondly lost, 
This other serv'd but to eternize woe ; 
Till I provided death ; so death becomes ^^ 

His final remedy, and after life 
Try'd in sharp tribulation, and refin*d 
By faith and faithful works, to second life, 
Wak'd in the renovation of the just. 
Resigns him up with Heav'n and Earth renew'd. 
But let us call to synod all the Blest 
Thro' Heav'n's wide bounds ; from them I will not hide 
My judgments^ how with mankind I proceed, 69 
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As how with peccant Angela late they saw, 70 

And in their state, tho' firm, stood more confirm'd." 

He ended, and the Son gave signal high 
To the bright minister that watch'd ; he blew 
His trumpet, heard in Oreb since perhaps 
When God descended^ and perhaps once more 
To sound at general doom. Th' angelic blast 
Fiird all the regions : from their blissful bowers 
Of amarantine shade, fountain or spring, 78 

By the waters of life, where'er they sat 
In fellowships of joy, the sons of light 
Hasted, retorting to the summons high. 
And took their seats ; till from his throne supreme 
Th' Ahnighty thus pronounc'd his sovereign wUl. 

/' O Sons, like one of us Man is become 
To know both good and evil, since his taste 
Of that defended fruit; but let him boast 
His knowlei^ of good lost^ and evil got; S7 

Happier had it suific'd him to have known 
Good by itself^ and evil not at all. 
He sorrows now» repents, and prays contrite. 
My motions in him; longer than they mocve. 
His heart I know» how variable and yain 
Self-left. Lest therefore his now bolder hand 
Reach also of thie tree of life, and eat, 
And live for ever, dream at least to live 9s 
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For ever, to remove him I decree, »« 

And send him from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence he was taken, fitter soil. 

^' Michael, this my behest have thou in charge; 
Take to thee from among the Cherubim 
Thy choice of flaming warriors, lest the Fiend, 
Or in behalf of Man, or to invade 
Vacant possession, some new troubk raise : 
Haste thee, and from the Paradise of God, i04 

Without remorse, drive out the slniiil pair 
From hallow'd ground th' unholy, and denounce 
To them and to their progeny from thence 
Peipetual banishment. Yet, lest they faint 
At the sad sentence rigorously urg'd, 
For I behold them soften'd and with tears 
Bewailing their excess, all terror hide. 
If patiently thy bidding they obey, 
Dismiss them not disconsolate ; .reveal i is 

To Adam what shall come in future days. 
As I shall thee enlighten ; iii^^mix 
My coTesant in the Woman's seed reaew'd: 
So send them forth, though sorrowing, yet in peace : 
And on the east side of the garden place. 
Where entrance up fnMn Eden easiest climbs, 
Cherubic watch, and of a sword the flame 
Wide-waving, all approach far off to fright, ui 
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And guard all passage to the tree of life ; 122 

Lest Paradise a receptacle prove 

To Spirits foul, and all my trees their prey, 

With whose stol'n fruit Man once more to delude." 

He ceas'd; and th' archangelic Pow'r prepar'd 
For swift descent, with him the cohort bright 
Of watchful Cherubim 'r four faces each 
Had, like a double Janus, all their shape 
Spangled with eyes, more numerous than those iso 
Of Argus, and more wakeful then to drowse, 
Charm'd with Arcadian pipe, the pastVal reed 
Of Hermes, or his opiate rod. Meanwhile, 
To re-salute the world with sacred light, 
Leucothea wak'd, and with fresh dews embalm'd 
The earth, when Adam and first matron Eye 
Had ended now their orisons, and found 
Strength added from above, new hope to spring 
Out of despair, joy, but with fear yet link'd ; 139 

Which thus to Eve his welcome words renewed. 

'' Eve, easily may faith admit that all 
The good which we enjoy from Heav'n descends, 
But that from us ought should ascend to Heaven 
So prevalent as to concern the mind 
Of God high-blest, or to incline his will, 
Hard to belief may seem ; yet this will prayer 
Or one short sigh of human breath, upborne 147 
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£v^n to the seat of God. For since I sought i48 

By pray'r th' offended Deity to' appease, 

KneeFdy and before him humbled all my heart, 

Methought I saw him placable and mild, 

Bending his ear ; persuasion in me grew 

That I was heard with ffivour ; peace returned 

Home to my breast^ and to my memory 

His promise, that thy seed shall bruise our foe ; 

Which then not minded in dismay, yet now i56 

Assures me. that the bitterness of death 

Is past, and we shall live. Whence hail to thee. 

Eye rightly call'd, mother of all mankind. 

Mother of all things living, since by thee 

Man is to live, and all things live for man." 

To whom thus Eve with sad demeanour meek. 
** 111 worthy I such title should belong 
To me transgressor, who, fOr thee ordained 
A help, became thy snare ; to me reproach i6*5 

Rather belongs, distrust and all dispraise : 
Bat infinite in pardon was my Judge, 
That I, who first brought death on all, am grac'd 
The source of life ; next favourable thou. 
Who highly thus to' entitle me vouchsaf 'st, 
Far other name deserving. But the field 
To labour calls us now with sweat impos'd, 
Though after sleepless night; for see the morn, 178 
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All uncoiicern'd with our unrest, begins 174 

Her rosy progress smiling ; let us forth, 
I nerer from thy side henceforth to stray, 
Where'er our day's work lies, though now enjoin'd 
Laborious, till day droop ; while here we dwell. 
What can be toilsome in these pleasant walks ? 
Here let us live, though in falFn state, content,'' 

So spake, so wish'd much-humbled Eve, but fate 
Subscribed not; Nature first gave signs^ impressed iss 
On bird, beast, air, air suddenly eclips'd 
After short blush of mom ; ni^ in her sight 
The bird of Jove, stoop'd from his airy tour. 
Two birds Of gayest plume before him drove : 
Down from a hill the beast that reigns in woods. 
First hunter thfeh, pursu'd a gentle brace, 
Godliest of all the forest, hart and hind; 
Direct to th' eastein gate was bent their flight. 
Adam observ'd^ ^nd with his eye the chase i9i 

Pursuing, not unmoved, to Eve thus spake* 

'' O Eve, some further change awaits us nigh, 
Whifeh Heav'n by these mute signs in nature shews. 
Forerunners of his purpose, or to warn 
Us haply too secure of our discharge 
From penalty, becauite from death releas'd 
Some dap ; how long, and what dil then our life. 
Who knows, or more than thin^ thlsit ^ at« dust,. 1 9^ 
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And thither must return ftnd be no more? soo 

Why else this doable object in our sight 
Of flight pursu'd in th' air, and o'er the ground. 
One way the self-same hour? why in the east 
Darkness ere day's mid-course, and morning light 
More orient in yon western cloud, that draws 
O'er the blue firmament a radiant white, 
Andslowdescends, with something heay'nly fraught?" 
He err'd not, for by this the heavenly bsmds «os 
Down from a sky of jasper lighted now 
In Paradise, and on a hill made halt, 
A glorious apparition, had not doubt 
And carnal fear that day dimm'd Adam's eye. 
Not that more glorious, when the Angels met 
Jacob in Mahanaim, where he saw 
The field pavilion'd with his guardians bright ; 
Nor that which on the flaming mount appear'd 
In Dothan, cover'd with a camp of fire, sir 

Against the Syrian king, who to surprise 
One man, assassin-iike, had levied war, 
War unprociaim'd. The princely Hierarch 
In their bright stand there left his Pow'rs to seize 
Possession of the garden ; he alone, 
To find where Adam shelter'd, took his way, 
Not unperceiv'd of Adam, who to Eve, 
While the great visitant approach'd, thtts spake. 32s 
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*' Eve, now expect great tidings, which perhaps 
Of us will soon determine, or impose S27 

New laws to be observed ; for I descry, 
From yonder blazing cloud that veils the hill. 
One of the heav'nly host, and by his gait 
None of the meanest^ some great Potentate 
Or of the Thrones above, such majesty 
Invests him coming ; yet not terrible. 
That I should fear, nor sociably mild, 834 

As Raphael, that I should much confide. 
But solemn and sublime, whom not to' offend. 
With reverence I must meet, and thou retire." 

He ended ; and the Arch- Angel soon drew nigh, 
Not in his shape celestial, but as man 
Clad to meet man ; over his lucid arms 
A military vest of purple flow'd, 
Livelier than Meliboean, or the grain 
Of Sarrah, worn by kings and heroes old 34S 

In time of truce ; Iris had dipt the woof; 
His starry helm unbuckled shew'd him prime 
In manhood where youth ended ; by his side 
As in a glist'ring zodiac hung the sword, 
Satan's dire dread, and in his hand the spear. 
Adam bow'd low ; he' kingly from his state 
Inclin'd not, but his coming thus declar'd. 350 

'^ Adam, Heay'n's high behest no preface needs : 
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Sn£Bcient that iky pray'rs are heard, and Death, 962 

Then due by sentence when thou didst transgress, 

Defeated of his seizure many days, 

Giv'n thee of grace, wherein thou may'st repent. 

And one bad act with many deeds well done 

May'st cover : well may then thy Lord appeas'd 

Redeem thee quite from Death's rapacious claim; 

But longer in this Paradise to dwell 

Permits not ; to remove thee I am come, 36o 

And send thee from the garden forth to till 

The ground whence thou was taken, fitter soil." 

He added not, for Adam at the news 
Heart-struck with chilling gripe of sorrow stood, 
That all his senses bound ; Eve, who unseen 
Yet all haid heard, with audible lament 
Discover'd soon the place of her retire. 

" O unexpected stroke, worse than of Death ! 
Must I thus leave thee, Paradise ? thus leave 269 
Thee native soil, these happy walks and shades. 
Fit haunt of Gods? where I had hope to spend. 
Quiet though sad, the respite of that day 
That must be mortal to us both. O flowers. 
That never will in other climate grow, 
My early visitation, and my last 
At ev'n, which I bred up with tender hand 
From the first opening bud, and gave ye names, 277 
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Who now shall rear je to the sun, or rank «7g 

Your tribes, and water from th' ambrosial fount? 
Thee lastly, nuptial bow'r, by me adom'd 
With what to sight or smell was sweet, from thee 
How shall I part, and whither wander down 
Into a lower world, to this obscure 
And wild? how shall we breathe in other air 
Less pure^ accustomed to immortal fruits ?" 

Whom thus the Angel interrupted mild. sse 

'' Lament not. Eve, but patiently resign 
What justly thou hast lost; nor set thy heart. 
Thus over-fond, on that which is not thine : 
Thy going is not lonely ; with thee goes 
Thy husband ; him to follow thou art bound ; 
Where he abides, think there thy native soil." 

Adam by this from the cold sudden damp 
Recovering, and his scattered spi'rits retum'd, 
To Michael thus his humble words addressed. 99$ 

<< Celestial, whether among the Thrones, or 
amn'd 
Of them the high'est, for such of shape may seem 
Prince above princes, gently hast thou told 
Thy message, which might else in telling wound, 
And in performing end us ; what besides 
Of sorrow, and d^ection, and despair. 
Our frailty can sustain, thy tidings bring, 309 
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Departure from this happy place, our sweet sos 

Recess/ and only consolation left 

Familiar to our eyes, all places else 

Inhospitable' appear and desolate, 

Nor knowing us nor known : and if by prayer 

Incessant I could hope to change the will 

Of him who all things can, I would not cease 

To weary him with my assiduous cries : 

But pra/r against his absolute decree si i 

No more avails than breath against the wind, 

Blown stifling back on him that breathes it forth : 

Therefore to his great bidding I submit. 

This most afflicts me, that, departing hence, 

As from his face I shall be hid, deprived 

His blessed count'nance ; . here I could frequent . 

With worship place by place where he Touchsaf 'd 

Presence diyine, and to my sons relate, 

On this mount he appeared, under this tree sto 

Stood Tisible, among these pines his voice 

I heard, here with him at this fountain talkM : 

So many grateful altars I would rear 

Of grassy turf, and pile up every stone 

Of lustre from the brook, in memory. 

Or monument to ages, and thereon 

Offer 8weet-«melling gums, and fruits, and flowers. 

In yonder nether world where shall I seek 328 
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His bright appearances, or footstep trace ? 339 

For though I fled him angry, yet, recall'd 
To life prolong'd and promised race, I now 
Gladly behold though but his utmost skirts 
Of glory, and far off his steps adore." 

Tq whom thus Michael with regard benign. 
^^ Addm, thou know'st Heay'n his, and all the Earth, 
Not this rock only' ; his omnipresence fills 
Land, sea, and air, and every kind that lives, 337 
Fomented by his virtual pow'r and warm'd : 
All th' earth he gave thee to possess and rule. 
No despicable gift ; surmise not then 
His presence to these narrow bounds confin'd 
Of Paradise or Eden : this had been 
Perhaps thy capital seat, from whence had spread 
All generati(ms; and had hither come. 
From all the ends of th' earth, to celebrate 
And reverence thee their great progenitor. 846 

But this pre-eminience thou* hast lost, brought down 
To dwell on even ground now with thy sons : 
Yet doubt not but in valley and in plain 
God is as here, and will be found alike 
Present, and of his presence many a sign 
Still following thee, still compassing thee round 
With jgoodness and paternal love, his face 
Express, and of his steps the track divine. s54 
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Which that thou inay'st believe, and be confirm'd, 
Ere thou from hence depart, know I am sent 356 
To shew thee what shall come in future days 
To thee and to thy offspring ; good with bad 
Expect to hear, supernal grace contending 
With sinfulness of meh ; thereby to learn 
True patience, and to temper joy with fear 
And pious sorrow, equally inur*d 
By moderatBon either state to bear, 363 

Prosperous or adverse : so shalt thou lead 
Safest thy life, and best prepared endure 
Thy mortal passage when it comes. Ascend 
This hill ; let Eve (for I have drench*d her eyes) 
Here sleep below, while thou to foresight wak'st; 
As once thou slept'st, while she to life was form'd." 

To whom thus Adam gratefully reply'd. 
" Ascend, I follow thee, safe Guide, the path 371 
Thou lead'st me', and to the hand of Heav'n submit, 
However chast'ning; to the evil turn 
My obvious breast, arming to overcome 
By suffering, and earn rest from labour won, 
If so I may attain." So both ascend 
In the visions of God. It was a hill 
Of Paradise the highest, from whose top 
The hemisphere of earth in clearest ken 
Stretch'd out to th' amplest reach of prospect lay, sso 
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Not high'er that hill, or wider looking roundy ssi 

Whereon for diflTrent cause the Tempter set 

Our second Adam in the wilderness, 

To shew him all earth's kingdoms and their glory. 

His eye might there command wherever stood 

City of old or modem fame, the seat 

Of mightiest empire, from the destined walls 

Of Cambalu, seat of Cathaian Can, 

And Samarchand by Oxus, Temir's throne, 889 

To Paquin of Sincean kings, and thence 

To Agra and Lahor of great Mogul 

Down to the golden Chersonese, or where 

The Persian in Ecbatan sat, or since 

In Hispahan, or where the Russian Ksar 

In Moscow, or the Sultan in Bizance, 

Turchestan-born ; nor could his eye not ken , 

Th' empire of Negus to his utmost port 

Ercoco, and the less maritime kings 39s 

Mombaza, and Quiloa, and Melind, 

And Sofala, thought Ophir, to the realm 

Of Congo, and Angola farthest south ; 

Or thence from Niger flood to Atlas mount 

The kingdoms of Almansor, Fez and Sus, 

Morocco and Algiers, and Tremisen ; 

On Europe thence, and where Rome was to sway 

The world : in spi'rit perhaps he also saw 40« 
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Rich Mexico the seat of Montezume, 407 

And Cusco in Peru, the richer seat 
Of Atabalipa, and yet unspoil'd 
Guiana, whose great city Geryon's sons 
Call El Dorado. But to nobler sights 
Michael from Adam's eyes the film remov'd, 
Which that false fruit that promis'd clearer sight 
Had bred ; then purg'd with euphrasy and rue 
The visual nerve, for he had much to see; 415 

And from the well of life three drops instill'd. 
So deep the pow'r of these ingredients pierc'd, 
E'en to the in^iost seat of mental sight, 
That Adam now, enforc'd to close his eyes. 
Sunk down, and all his spiVits became entranced ; 
But him the gentle Angel by the hand 
Soon rais'd, and his attention thus recall'd. 

** Adam, now ope thine eyes, and first behold 
Th' effects which thy original crime hath wrought 424 
In some to spring from thee, who never touched 
Th' excepted tree, nor with the Snake conspir'd, 
Nor nnn'd thy sin, yet from that sin deriye 
Corruption to bring forth more violent deeds." 

His eyes he open'd, and beheld a field, 
Part arable and tilth, whereon were sheaves 
New-reap'd, the other part sheep-walks and folds ; 
r th' midst an altar as the land-mark stood, 4d9 
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Rustic, of grassy sord ; thither anon 4S3 

A sweaty reaper from his tillage brought 
First-fruits, the green ear, and the yellow sheaf, 
Uncull'd, as came to hand ; a shepherd next» 
More meek, came with the firstlings of his flock 
Choicest and best; then sacrificing, laid 
The inwards and their fat, with incense strow'd. 
On the cleft wood, and all due rites performed. 
His offering soon propitious fire from Heaven 44z 
Consum'd with nimble glance, and grateful steam; 
The other's not, for his was not sincere ; 
Whereat he inly rag*d, and, as they talk'd, 
Smote him into the midriff with a stone 
That beat out life ; he fell, and deadly pale 
Groan'd out his soul with gushing blood effuisM. 
Much at that sight was Adam in his heart 
DismayM, and thus in haste to th' Angel cr/d. 

" O Teacher, some great mischief hath befallen 450 
To that meek man, who well had sacrific*d ; 
Is piety thus and pure devotion paid ?*' 

T whom Michael thus, he also mov^d, reply'd. 
*^ These two are brethren, Adam, and to come 
Out of thy loins; th' unjust the just hath slain, 
For envy that his brother's offering found 
From Heav'n acceptance ; but the bloody fact 
Will be aveng'd, and th' other's faith approved 458 
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Lose no reward, though here thou see him die, 469 
Rolling in dust and gore." To which our sire. 

" Alasy both for the deed and for the cause ! 
But have I now seen Death ? Is this the way 
I must return to native dust? O sight 
Of terror, foul and ugly to behold, 
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel !" 

To whom thus Michael. " Death thou hast seen 
In his first shape on man ; but many shapes 4S7 
Of Death, and many are the ways that lead 
To his grim cave, all dismal ; yet to sense 
More terrible at th' entrance than within. 
Some, as thou saw'st, by violent stroke shall die, 
By fire, flood, famine, by intemperance more 
In meats and drinks, which on the earth shall htmg 
Diseases dire, of which a monstrous crew 
Before thee shall appear ; that thou may'st know 
What misery th' inabstinence of Eve 476 

Shall bring on men. Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appeared, sad, noisome, dark, 
A lazar-house it seem'd, wherein were laid 
Numbers of all diseas'd, all maladies 
Of ghastly spasm, or racking torture, qualms 
Of heart-sick agony, all feverous kinds^ 
Convulsions, epilepsies, fierce catarrhs, 
Intestine stone and ulcer, colic pangs^ 484 
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Demoniac phreozy, moping melancholy, 485 

And moon-struck madness, pining atrophy. 
Marasmus, and wide wasting pestilence, 
Dropsies, and asthmas, and joint^racking rheums. 
Dire was the tossing, deep the groans ; Despair 
Tended the sick busiest from couch to couch ; 
And oyer them triumphant Death his dart 
Shook, but delayed to strike, though oft invok'd 
With vows, as their chief good, and final hope. 49S 
Sight so deform what heart of rock could long - 
Dry-ey'd behold ? Adam could not, but wept 
Though not of woman bom ; compassion quell'd 
His best of man, and gave him up to tears 
A space, till firmer thoughts restrain'd excess : 
And, scarce recovering words, his plaint renew'd. 

*' O miserable mankind, to what fall 
Degraded, to what wretched state reserv'd ! 
Better end here unborn. Why is life given dof 
To be thus wrested from us ? rather why 
Obtruded on us thus ? who, if we knew 
What we receive, would either not accept 
Life offer'd, or soon beg to lay it down. 
Glad to be so dismissed in peace. Can thus 
Th'-image of God ip man, created pnce 
So goodly and erect, though faulty since. 
To such unsightly sufierings be debas'd 
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Under inhuman pains? Why should not man, si i 

Retaining still divine similitude 

In part, from such deformities be free. 

And for his Maker's image sake exempt?" 

" Their Maker's image/' answered Michael^ ** then 
Forsook them, when themselves they vilif/d 
To serve ungovem'd appetite, and took 
His imag^e whom they serv'd, a brutish vice, 
Inductive mainly to the sin of Eve. 519 

Therefore so abject is their punishment, 
Disfiguring not God's likeness, but their own, 
Or if his likeness, by themselves defac'd, 
While they pervert pure nature's healthful rules 
To loathsome sickness, worthily, since they 
God's image did not reverence in themselves." 

'' I yield it just," said Adam, ^* and submit. 
But is there yet no other way, besides 
These painful passages, how we may come sss 

To death, and mix with our connaturaldust?" 

*' There is," said Michael, ** if thou well observe 
The rule of not too much, by temp'rance taught. 
In what thou eat'st and drink'st, seeking from thence 
Ihe nourishment, not gluttonous delight, 
Till many years over thy head return : 
So ma/st thou live, till like ripe fruit thou drop 
Into thy mother's lap, or be with ease 586 
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Gathered, not harshly pluck'd, for deatb laalure. 6^7 

This is old age ; but then thou must outlive 

Thy youth, thy strength, thy beauty, which will change 

To wither'd, weak, and grey ; thy senses then 

Obtuse, all taste of pleasure must forego. 

To what thou hast; and for the air of youth. 

Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will reign 

A melancholy damp of cold and dry. 

To weigh thy spirits down, and last consume m5 

The balm of life." To whom our ancestor. 

>' Henceforth I fly not death, nor would prolong 
Life much, bent rather how I may be quit 
Fairest and easiest of this cumb'rous chaigeA 
Which I must keep till my appointed day 
Of rend'ring up, and patiently attend 
My dissolution." Michael reply'd. 

'* Nor love thy life, nor hate; but what thou liv'st 
Live well, how lo^g or short permit to Heaven : ^^ 
And now prepare these for another sight." 

He look'd, and saw a isqpacious plain, whereon 
Were t^ts of various hue ; by some were herds 
Of cattle gracing ; others, whence the soitnd 
Of instruments that made melodious chime 
Was heard, of harp and organ ; smd who raov'd 
Their atofis and chords were seen; his volant touch 
Instinct through all proportions k>w and Ugh 6& 
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Fled and purau'd transrenie the resonant fugiie. 56< 

In other part stood one who at the forge, 

Lab'ringy two massy clods oi ir'on and brass 

Had meltedy (whether found where casual fire 

Had wasted woods on mountain or in vale, 

Down to the veins of earth, thence gliding hot 

To some cave's mouth, or whether washed by stream 

From under-ground) the liquid ore he drained 

Into fit molds prepared ; from which he form'd 67 1 

First his own tools ; then, what might else be wrought 

Fusile or grav'n in metal. After these, 

But on the hither side, a difierent sort 

From the high neighboring hills, which was their seat, 

Down to the plain descended : by their guise 

Just men they seem'd, and all their study bent 

To worship God a^ht, and know his works 

Not hid, nor those things last which might preserve 

Freedom and peace to men : they on the plain S80 

Long had not walk'd^ when from the tents behold 

A bevy of fair women, richly gay 

In gems and wanton dress; to th' harp they sung 

Soft amorous ditties, and in dance came on. 

The men, though grave, ey'd them, and let ihenr eyes 

Rove without rein, till in the amorous net 

Fast caught, they lik'd^ and each his liking chose; 

And now of love they treaty till th' evening star, ass 
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Love's harbiifger, appear'd ; then all in heat 589 

They light the nuptial torch, and bid invoke 

Hymen, then first to marriage rites inyok'd : 

With feast and music all the tents resound. 

Such happy interview and fair event 

Of love and youth not lost, songs, garlands, flowers. 

And charming symphonies, attached the heart 

Of Adam, soon inclin'd t' admit delight. 

The bent of nature ; which he thus express'd. 697 

" True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel blest, 
Much better seems this vision, and more hope 
Of peaceful days portends, than those two past; 
Those were of hate and death, or pain much worse, 
Here nature seems fulfilFd in all her ends/' 

To whom thus Michael. '< Judge not what is best 
By pleasure, though to nature seeming meet. 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end. 
Holy and pure, conformity divine. 60€ 

Those tents thou saw'st so pleasant, were the tents 
Of wickedness, wherein shall dwell his race 
Who slew his brother ; studious they appear 
Of arts that polish life, inventors rare. 
Unmindful of their Maker, though his Spirit 
Taught them, but they his gifts acknowledge none. 
Yet they a beauteous offspring shall beget ; 6\s 

For that fair female troop thou saw-st, that seem'd 
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Of Goddesses SO blithe, so smooth, so gay, ets' 

Yet empty of all good wherein consists 

Woman's domestic honour and chief praise ; 

Bred only and completed to the taste 

Of lustful appetence, to sing, to dance. 

To dress, and troll the tongue, and roll the eye. 

To these that sober race of men, whose lives 

Religious titled them the sons of God, 

Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame, 633 

Ignobly> to the trains and to the smiles 

Of these fair atheists, and now swim in joy, 

Erelong to swim at large ; and laugh, for which 

The world erelong a world of tears must weep/' 

To whom thus Adam of short joy bereft. 
" pity' and shame, that they who to live well 
Enter'd so fair, should turn aside to tread 
Paths indirect, or in the midway faint ! 
But still I see the tenor of Man's woe 682 

Holds on the same, from Woman to begin." 

'^ From man's effeminate slackness it begins," 
Said th' Angel, " who should better hold his place 
By wisdom, and superior gifts receiv'd. 
Bat now prepare thee for another scene." 

He look'd, and saw wide territory spread 
Before him, towns, and rural works between. 
Cities of men with lofty gates and towers, 640 
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Man-slaughter, shall be held the highest pitch 998 

Of human glory, and for glory done 

Of triumph, to be stil'd great conquerors. 

Patrons of mankind, Gods, and sons of Gods, 

Destroyers rightlier call'd and plagues of men. 

Thus fame shall be achiey'd, renown on earth, 

And what most merits fame in silence hid. 

But he, the sey*nth from thee, whom thou beheldst 

The only righteous in a world perverse, 701 

And therefore hated, therefore so beset 

With foes for daring single to be just. 

And utter odious truth, that God would come 

To judge them with his Saints: him the most High, 

Rapt in a balmy cloud, with winged steeds 

Did, as thou saw*st, receive, to walk with God 

High in salvation and the climes of bliss, 

Exempt from death ; to shew thee what reward 

Awaits the good, the rest what punishment; 710 

Which now direct thine eyes and soon behold." 

He look'd, and saw the face of thingsquite changed ; 
The brazen throat of war had ceas'd to roar; 
All now was turned to jollity and game. 
To luxury and riot, feast and dance. 
Marrying or prostituting, as befel. 
Rape or adultery, where passing fair 
AUur'd them; thence from cups to civil broils. 718 
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At length a reverend sire among them came, 7\b 
And of their doings great dislike declared, . 
And testify'd against their ways ; he oft 
Frequented their assemblies, whereso met. 
Triumphs or festivals, and to them preach'd 
Conversion and repentance^ as to souls 
In prison under judgments imminent ; 
But all in vain : which when he saw, he ceas'd 
Contending, and remov'd his tents far off; 797 

Then from the mountain hewing timber tall, 
Began to build a vessel of huge bulk, 
Measured by cubit, length, and breadth, and height, 
Smear'd round with pitch, and in the side a door 
Contriv'd, and of provisions laid in large 
For inan and beast : when, lo, a wonder strange ! 
Of every beast, and bird, and insect small, 
Came sev ns, and pairs, and enter'd in, as taught 
Their order: last the sire, and his three sons 7S6 
With their four wives ; and God made fast the door. 
Meanwhile the south wind rose, and with black wings 
Wide hovering, all the clouds together drove 
From under Heav'n ; the hills to their supply 
Vapour, and exhalation dusk and moist. 
Sent up amain ; and now the thicken'd sky 
Like a dark ceiling stood ; down rush'd the rain 
Impetuous, and continued till the earth 744 
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No more was seen ; the floating vessel swum 745 

Uplifted, and secure with beaked prow 

Rode tilting o'er the waves; all dwellings else 

Flood overwhelm'd, and them with all their pomp 

Deep under water roll'd ; sea cover'd sea, 

Sea without shore ; and in their palaces. 

Where luxury late teign'd, sea-monsters whelp'd 

And stabled; of mankind, so numerous late, 

All left, in one small bottom swum imbark'd. 7S8 

How didst thou grieve then, Adam, to behold 

The end of all thy offspring, end so sad. 

Depopulation ? thee another flood, 

Of tears and sorrow' a flood thee also drown'd. 

And sunk thee as thy spns ; till, gently rear'd 

By th' Angel, on thy feet thou stood'st at last, 

Though comfortless, as when a father mourns 

His children, all in view destro^d at once ; 76i 

And scarce to th' Angel utter'dst thus thy plaint. 

<< O visions ill foreseen ! better had I 
Liv'd ignorant of future, so had borne 
My part of evil only, each day's lot 
Enough to bear; those now, that were dispens'd 
The burden of many ages, on me light 
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining birth 
Abortive, to torment me ere their being, 769 

With thought that they must be. Let no man seek 
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Henceforth to be foretold what shall befall 771 

Him or his children; evil he may be sure, 
Which neither his foreknowing can prevent, 
And he the future evil shall no l^ss 
In {^prehension than in substance feel 
Grievous to bear : but that care now is past, 
Man is not whom to warn ; those few, escap'd 
Famine and anguish, will at last consume 
Wand'ring, that wat'ry desert. I had hope, 779 
When violence was ceas'd, and war on earth, 
All would have then gone well, peace would have 

crown'd, 
With length of happy days, the race of man : 
But I was far deceived ; for now I see 
Peace to corrupt no less than war to waste. 
How comes it thus? unfold, celestial Guide, 
And whether here the race of men will end." 786 
To whom thus Michael. " Those whom last thou 
saw^st 
In triumph and luxurious wealth, are they 
First seen in acts of prowess eminent 
And great exploits, but of true virtue void ; 
Who, having spilt much blood, and done much waste, 
Subduing nations, and achieved thereby 
Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey, isB 
Shall change their course to pleasure, ease, and sloth, 
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Surfeit, and lust, till wantonness and pride 796 

Raise out of friendship hostile deeds in peace. 

The conquer'd also, and enslay'd by war, 

Shall with their freedom lost all virtue lose. 

And fear of God, from whom their piety feign'd. 

In sharp contest of battle, found no aid 

Against invaders ; therefore, cool'd in zeal. 

Thenceforth shall practise how to live secure, 

Worldly or dissolute, on what their lords sos 

Shall leave them to enjoy ; for th* earth shall bear 

Mote than enough, that temperance may be try'd ; 

So all shall turn degenerate, all deprav'd, 

Justice and temp'rance, truth and faith forgot ; 

One man except, the only son of light 

In a dark age, against example good. 

Against allurement, custom, and a world 

Offended ; fearless of reproach and scorn, 

Or violence, he of their wicked ways sis 

Shall them admonish, and before them set 

The paths of righteousness, how much more safe, 

And full of peace, denouncing wrath to come 

On their impenitence; and shall return 

Of them derided, but of God observ'd 

The one just man alive ; by his command 

Shall build a wondrous ark, as thou beheldst. 

To save himself and household from amidst s9o 
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A world devote to universal wrack. 82 1 

No sooner be with them of man and beast 

Select for life shall in the ark be lodg'd. 

And sheltered round, but all the cataracts 

Of Heav'n, set open on the earth, shall pour 

Rain day and night ; all fountains of the deep, 

Broke up, shall heave the ocean to usurp 

Beyond all bounds, till inundation rise 

Above the highest hills: then shall this mount 829 

Of Paradise by might of waves be moy*d 

Out of his place, pushed by the horned flood. 

With all his verdure spoiled, and trees adrift, 

Down the great river to the opening gulf, 

And there take roQt an island salt and bare. 

The haunt of seals, and ores, and sea-inews clang : 

To teach thee that God attributes to place 

No sanctity, if none be thither brought 837 

By men who there frequent, or therein dwell. 

And now what furjther shall ensue, behold.'* 

He look'd, and saw the ark hull oh the flood. 
Which now abated ; for the clouds were fled, 
Driv'n by a. keen north-wind, that blowing dry 
Wrinkled the; face of deluge, as decayed; ; 
And the. clear sun oq his wide wat*ry glass 
Gaz'd hot, and of the fresh wave largely drew, 845 
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As after thirst, which made their flowing shrink 846 
From standing lake to tripping ebb, that stole 
With soft foot to'wards the deep, who now had stopt 
His sluices, as the Heay'n his windows shut. 
The ark no more now floats, but seems on gronnd 
Fast on the top of some high mountain flx'd. 
And now the tops of hills as rocks appear; 
With clamour thence the rapid currents drive 
Tow'ards the retreating sea their furious tide. S54 
Forthwith from out the ark a raven flies, 
And after him, the surer messenger, 
A dove sent forth once and again to spy 
Green tree or ground whereon his foot may light; 
The second time retummg, in his bill 
An olive leaf he brings, pacific sign : 
Anon dry ground appears, and from his ark 
The ancient sire descends with all his train ; sea 
Then with uplifted hand, and eyes devout. 
Grateful to Heav'n, over his head beholds 
A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow 
Conspicuous with three listed colours gay, 
Betokening peace from God, and cov'nant new. 
Whereat the heart of Adam, erst so sad, 
Greatly r^oic*d, and thus his joy broke forth. 
'' O thou who future things canst represent 87^ 
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Ai present, heaY'iiiy lostnictory I revive S7i 

At this last sight, assur'd that man shall liye 

With all the creatures, and their seed preiei^* 

Far less I now lament iot one whole "world 

Of willed sons dcstroy'd, than I rejoice 

For one tnan found ao perfect and so just. 

That God vouchsafes to raise another world 

From him, and all his anger to forget. 

But say, what mean those colour'd streaks in HeaVn 

Distended as the brow of God appeased, sso 

Or serve they as a flow'ry verge to bind 

The fluid skirts of that same wat'ry cloud, 

Lest it again dissolve and show'r the earth ?" 

To whom the Archangel. '^ Dexterously thou aim'st; 
So willingly doth God remit his ire. 
Though late repenting him of man deprav'd, 
Griev'd at his heart, when looking down he saw 8t7 
The whole earth fill'd with violence, and all flesh 
Corrupting each their way ; yet those remov'd. 
Such grace shall one just man find in his sight. 
That he relents, not to blot out mankind, 
And makes a covenant never to destroy 
The earth again by flood, nor let the sea 
Surpass his bounds, nor rain to drown the world 
With man therein or beast ; but when he brings 895 



dbyGoogk 



84 EA&ADISl LOST. [b. XI. 



Over the earth a cloud, will therein set 896 

His triple-colour'd bow, whereon to look, 
And call to mind his cov'nant : day and night. 
Seed-time and harvest, heat and hoary frost. 
Shall hold their course, till fire purge all things, new^ 
Both Heav'n and Earth, wherein thejust shall dwell;" 
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PARADISE LOST. 

BOOK XII. 

'A&GUMENT. 

The Angel Michael continueB from the flood to relate what 
shall succeed ; then, in the mention of Abraham, comes by 
degrees to explain who that Seed of the Woman shall be 
which was promised Adam and Eye in the fall. His incar- 
nation, death, resurrection, and ascension ; the state of the 
church till his second coming. Adam, greatly satisfied and 
recomforted by these relations and promises, descends the 
hill with Michael ; wakens Eve, who all this while had slept, 
but with gentle dreams composed to quietness of mind and 
submission. Michael in either hand leads them out of Para- 
dise, the fiery sword waving behind them, and the Cherubim 
taking their stations to guard the place. 
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BOOK XII. 



As one who in bis journey bates at noon, i 

Thougb bent on speed ; so here the Archangel paus'd 
Betwixt the world destroyed and world restored, 
If Adam ought perhaps might interpose ; 
Then with transition sweet new speech resumes. 

" Thus thou hast seen one world begin and end ; 
And man as from a second stock proceed. 
Much thou hast yet to see, but I perceive 
Thy mortal sight to fail ; objects divine 9 

Must needs impair and weary human sense. 
Henceforth what is to come I will relate, 
Thou therefore give due audience, and attend. 
This second source of men, while yet but few, 
And while the dread of judgment past remains 
Fresh in their minds, fearing the Deity, 
With some regard to what is just and right, 
Shall lead their lives, and multiply apace, 1 7 
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Lab* ring the soil, and reaping plenteous crop,^ is 

Corn j wine, and oil ; and, from the herd or flock 

Oft sacrificing bullock, lamb, or kid, 

With large wine-offerings pour'd, and sacred feast, 

Shall spend their days in joy unblam*d, and dwell 

Long time in peace, by families and tribes. 

Under paternal rule : till one shall rise 

Of proud ambitious heart, who, not content 

With fair equality, fraternal state, 26 

Will arrogate dominion undeserved 

Over his brethren, and quite dispossess 

Concord and law of nature from the earth. 

Hunting (and men not beasts shall be his game) 

With war and hostile snare such as refuse 

Subjection to his empire tyrannous : 

A mighty hunter thence he shall be styl'd 

Before the Lord, as in despite of Heaven, 

Or from Heav'n claiming second sovereignty; 35 

And from rebellion shall derive his name, 

Though of rebellion others he accuse. 

He with a crew, whom like ambition joins 

With him or under him to tyrannize. 

Marching from Eden tow*ards the west, shall find 

The plain, wherein a black bituminous gurge * 

Boils out from under ground, the mouth of Hell : 

Of brick, and of that stuff they cast to build 4S 



dbyGoogk 



B. XII.] PARADISE LOST. 89 



A city* and tow'r, whose top may reach to Heaven ; 
And get themselves a name, lest, far dispersed 45 
In foreign lands, their memory be lost> 
Regardless whether good or evil fame; 
But God, who oft descends to visit men 
Unseen, and through their habitations walks 
To mark their doings, them beholding soon, 
Comes down to see their city, ere the tower 
Obstruct Heav'n-tow'rs, and in. derision sets 52 

Upon their tongues a various spi'rit to rase. 
Quite out their native language, and instead 
To sow a jangling noise of words unknown. 
Forthwith a hideous gabble rises loud 
Among the builders ; each to other calls. 
Not understood, till hoarse, and all in rage. 
As mock'd, they storm : great laughter was in Heaven, 
And looking down, to. see the hubbub strange 
And hear the din ; thus was the building left 61 
Ridiculous, and the work Confusion nam'd." 

Whereto thus Adam fatherly displeas'd. 
" execrable son, so to aspire 
Above his brethren, to himself assuming 
Authority usurped, from God not given : 
He gave us only aver beast, fish, fowl, 
Dominion absolute ; that right we hold 
By his donation ; but man over men &) 
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He made not lord : such title to himself 70 

Reserving, human left from human free. 
But this usurper his encroachment proud 
Stays not on man ; to God his tow'r intends 
Siege and defiance. Wretched man ! what food 
Will he convey up thither to sustain 
Himself and his rash army, where thin air 
Above the clouds will pine his entrails gross. 
And famish him of breath, if not of bread V* 78 

To whom thus Michael* ** Justly thou abhon^st 
That son, who on the quiet state of men 
Such trouble brought, affecting to subdue 
Rational liberty ; yet know withal, 
Since thy original lapse, true liberty 
Is lost, which always with right reason dwells 
Twinned, and from her hath no dividual being. 
Reason in man obscur*d, or not obe/d. 
Immediately inordinate desires sr 

And upstart passions catch the government 
From reason, and to servitude reduce 
Man till then free. Therefore since he permits 
Within himself unworthy pow'rs to reign 
Over free reason, God in judgment just 
Subjects him from without to violent lords ; 
Who oft as undeservedly inthrall 
His outward freedom : tyranny must be. 
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Though to the tyrant thereby no excufle, b$ 

Yet Bometimes nations will decline so low 

From virtue, which is reason^ that no wron|^» 

But justice, and some fatal curse annexed. 

Deprives them of their outward liberty. 

Their inward lost. Witness th' irreverent son 

Of him who built the ark, who for the shame 

Done to his father heard this heavy curse, 

** Servant of servants," on his vicious race. km 

Thus will this latter, as the former worid» 

Still tend from bad to worse, till God at last. 

Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw 

His presence from among them, and avert 

His holy eyes ; resolving from thenceforth 

To leave them to their own polluted ways ; 

And one peculiar nation to select 

From all the rest, of whom to be invok'd, 

A nation from one faithful man to spring : ns 

Him on this side Euphrates yet residing, 

Bred up in idol-worship. O that men 

(Canst thou believe?) should be so stupid grown. 

While yet the patijiarch liv'd, who scap'd thQ flood, 

As to forsake the living God, and fall 

To worship their own work in wood and stone 

For Gods i Yet him God the most High vouchsafes 

To call by vision from his fathctr^s house, isi 
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His kindred and false Gods, into a land 1^2 

Which he will show him, and from him will raise 

A mighty nation, and upon him shower 

His benediction so<^ that in his seed 

All nations shall be blest ; he straight obeys. 

Not knowing to what land, yet firm believes. 

I see him, but thou canst not, with what futh 

He leaves his Gods, his friends, and native soil 

Ur of Chaldeea, passing now the ford iso 

To Haran, after him a cumbrous train 

Of herds and flocks, and numerous* servitude; 

Not wand*ring poor, but trusting all his wealth 

With God, who'calFd him, in a land unknown. 

Canaan he now attains ; I see his tents 

Pitched about Sechem, and the neighboring plain 

Of Moreh ; there by promise he receives 

Gift to his progeny of all that land, 

From Hamath northward to the desert i^uth, iS9 

(Things by their names I call, though yet unnam'd) 

From Hermon east to the great western sea ; 

Mount Hermon, yonder sea, each place behold 

In prospect, as I point them ; on the shore 

Mount Carmel ; here the double-founted stream 

Jordan, true limit eastward ; but his sons 

Shall dwell to Senir, that long ridge of hills. 

This ponder, that all nations of the'earth U7 
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Shall in his ^eed be blessed; by that seed i48 

Is meant thy great deliverer^ who shall bruise 

The Serpent's bead ; whereof to thee anon 

Plainlier shall be reveal'db This patriarch blest, 

Whom faithful Abraham due time shall call, 

A son, and of his son a grand-child leares. 

Like him in faith, in wisdom> and renown ; 

The grand-child with twelve sons increas'd departs 

From Canaan^ to a land hereafter call'd i56 

Egyipty divided by the river Nile ; 

See where it flows, disgorgmg at sev'n mouths 

Into the sea: to sojourn in that land 

He comes invited by a younger son 

In time of dearth, a son whose worthy deeds 

Raise him to be the second in that realm 

Of Pharaoh : there he dies, and leaves his race 

Growing into a nation, and now grown 

Suspected to a sequent kmg, who seeks i65 

To stop their overgrowth, as inmate guests 

Too numerous; whence of guestshemakes them slavisis 

Inhospitably', and kills their infant males : 

Till by two brethren (those two brethren call 

Moses.and Aaron) sent from God to claim 

His people from. Inthralment, they return 

With glory' and spoil back to their proiius'd land: 

But first the lawless' tyrant, who^denieis 173 
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To know their God, or message to regard, 174 

Must be compeird by signs and judgments dire ; 
To blood unsbed the rivers must be tum'd ; 
Frogs, lice, and flies, must all his palace fill 
With loath'd intrusion, and fill all the land ; 
His cattle must of rot and murrain die ; 
Botches and blains must all his flesh emboss. 
And all his people; thunder mix'd with hail, 
Hail mit'd with fire, must rend th' Egyptian sky, iss 
And wheel on th' earth, derouring where it rolls; 
What it derours not, herb, or fruit, or grain, 
A darksome cloud of locusts swarming down 
Must eat, and on the ground leave nothing green ; 
Darkness must overshadow all his bounds, 
Palpable darkness, and blot out three days; 
Last with one midnight stroke all the first bom 
Of Egypt must lie dead. Thus with ten wounds 
The river-dragon tam'd at length submits 191 

To let his sojourners depart, and oft 
Humbles his stubborn heart, but still as ice 
More hardened after thaw, till in his rage 
Pursuing whom he late dismissed, the sea 
Swallows him with his host, but them lets pass 
As on dry land between two crystal walls, 
Aw'd by the rod of Moses so to stand 
Divided, till his rescued gain their shore. i99 
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Such wondrous powV God to his saints will lend, 9oo 

Though present in his Ang^l, who shall go 

Before them in a cloud, and pilFar of fire, 

By day a cloud, hy night a pilFar of fire. 

To guide them in their journey, and remove 

Behind them, while th' obdurate king pursues. 

All night he will pursue, but his approach 

Darkness defends between till morning watch ; 

Then through .the fiery pillar and the cloud tot 

God, lookbg forth, will trouble all his host, 

And craze their chariot wheels: when, by command, 

Moses once more his potent rod extends 

Over the sea; the sea his rod obeys; 

On their embattled ranks the waves return, 

And overwhelm their war : the race elect 

Safe towards Canaan from the shore advance 

Through the wild desert, not the readiest way, 

Lest entering on the Canaanite alarmed fit? 

War terrify them mexpert, and fear 

Return them back to Egypt, choosing rather 

Inglorious life with servitude ; for life 

To noble and ignoble is more sweet 

Untrain'd in aims, where rashness leads not on. 

This also shall they gain by their delay 

In the wide wilderness, there they shall found 

Their government, and their great senate choose tiS5 
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Through the twelve tribes, to rule by laws ordain'd : 

God from the mount of Sinai, whose gray top 227 

Shall tremble, he descending, will himself 

In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpets sound. 

Ordain them laws ; part such as appertain 

To civil justice, part religious rites . 

Of sacrifice, informing them, by types 

And shadows, of that destin'd Seed to bruise 

The Serpent, by what means he shall achieve 234 

Mankind's deliverance. But the voice of God 

To mortal ear it dreadful ; they beseech 

That Moses might report to thein his will, 

And terror cease; he grants what they besought, 

Instructed that to God is no access 

Without mediator, whose high office now 

Moses in figure bears, to introduce . 

One greater, of whose day he shall foretel, 

And all the prophets in their 1^ liie times' 24s 

Of great Messi'ah shall sing. Thus laws and rites 

Established, such delight hath God in men. 

Obedient to his will, that he vouchsafes 

Among them to set up his tabernacle. 

The holy One with mortal men to dwell : 

By his prescript a sanctuary is fram'd 

Of cedar, overlaid mth gold/thereih 

An ark, and in the ark his testimony, ^5i 
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The recoids of his coyenant, over these sa* 

A mercy-seat of gold between the wings 

Of two bright Cherubim ; before him bum 

Sey'n lamps, as in a zodiac representing 

The beaVnly fires ;. oyer the tent a cloud 

Shall rest by day, a fiery gleam by night. 

Save when they journey, and at length they come, 

Conducted by his Angel, to the land 

Promis'd to Abraham cmd his seed. The rest a6o 

Were long to tell, how many battles fought. 

How many kings destroyed, and kingdoms won. 

Or how the sun shall in mid Heav'n stand still 

A day entire, and night's due course adjourn, 

Man's yoic^ commanding, ' Sun in Gibeon stand, 

And thou moon in the yale of AijalpU; 

Till Israel oyercome ;' so call the third 

From Abraham, son of Isaac, and from him 

His whole descent, who thus shall Canaan win." 369 

Here Adam interposed. ^^ O sent from Heayen, 
Enlightner of my. darkness, gracious things 
Thoa hast reyeal'd, those chiefly which concern 
Just Abraham and his seed : now first J find 
Mine eyes true opening, and my heart much eas'd, 
Erewhile perplex'd with thoughts what would become 
Of me and all mankind ; but now I see 
His day^ in whom all nations shall be blest, 277 

VOL. II. 7 
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Favour unmeritted by me, who sought 278 

Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means • 

This yet I apprehend not, why to those. 

Among whom God will deign to dwell on earth, 

So many and so various laws are given ; 

So many laws argue so many sins- 

Among them ; how can God with such reside ?" 

To whom thus Michael. <' Doubt not but that sin 
Will reign among them, as of thee begot v 986 

And therefore was law giv'n them to evince 
Their natural pravity, by stirring up - • 
Sin against law to fight: that whfenUiey see* 
Law can discover sin, but not remove, 
Save by those shadowy expiations weak, . 
The blood of bulls and goats, they may conclude 
Some blood more precious must be paid for man. 
Just for unjust, that in inch rtghteomness. 
To them by faith imputed, they may find 295 

Justification towards God, and peace 
Of conscience, which the law by ceremonies 
Cannot appease, nor man the moral part < r-" < > . 
Perform, and, not performing, cannot live. - . 
So law appears imperfect, and foutgmn - . 
With purpose to resign ^m in full time' * ' * • - 
Up to a better Covenant, disoifdinM: ' . 
From shadowy types to t^tii> ffom flesh to spirit,^ '■ sos 
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From imposition of strict Iflkws to free 304 

Acceptance of krge grace, from servile fear 

To filial, works of law to works of faith. 

And therefore shall not Moses, though of God 

Highly Mov'd, being bttt the minister 

Of law, his people into Canaan lead ; 

But Joshtfa, whom die Gentiles J^sus call, 

His name and office bearing, who shall quell 

The adversary Serpent, and bring bSick, si 9 

Through the world's wilderness, long wander'd man 

Safe to eternal Paradise of r^t. 

Meanwhile they, in their earthly Canaan plac'd. 

Long time shall dwell and prosper; but when sins 

National interrupt their public peace. 

Provoking God to raise them enemies ; 

From whom as oft he saves them penitent, 

By judges first, then under kings ; of whom 

The second, both for piety renown'd, sbi 

And puissant deeds, a promise shall receive 

Irrevocable, thW his' regal throx» 

For ever shall endure; the like shall sing 

All prophecy, that of the toy al stock 

Of David (so I name this king) shall rise 

A Son, the ^Woman's seed to thee foretold. 

Foretold to Abraham, as in wbom shall trust 

All nations, and to kings foretold, of kings s^ 
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The last, fbr of his reign shall be no end. 330 

But first a long successioti must ensue. 

And his next son, for wealth and wisdom fam*d. 

The clouded ark of God, till then in tents 

Wand'ring, shall in a gloHous temjde* inshrine. 

Such follow him as shall be register'd 

Part good, part bad, of bad the longer scroll. 

Whose foul idolatries, and other faults, 

Heap'd to the popular sum, will so incense 333 

God, as to leave them, and expose their land. 

Their city*, his temple, and his holy ark. 

With all his sacred things, a scorn and prey 

To that proud city, whose high walls thou saw'st 

Left in confusion, Babylon thence call'd. 

There in captivity he lets them dwell 

The space of sev'nty years, then brings them back^ 

Remembring mercy, and his covenant sworn 

To David, stablish'd as the days of Heaven. 347 

Retum'd from Babylon, by leave of kings 

Their lords, whom God dispos'd, the house of Go4 

They first re-edify, and for a while 

In mean estate live moderate, till grown 

In wealth and multitude, factious they grow ; 

But first among the priests dissension springs^ 

Men who attend the altar, and should most 

Endeavour peace : their strife pollution brings 355 
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Upon the temple* itself; at last they seize 356* 

The sceptre, and regard not David's sons, 

Then lose it to a stranger, that the true 

Anointed king Messiah might be bom 

Barr'd of his right ; yet at his birth a star; 

Unseen before in Heav'n, proclaims him come, 

And guides the eastern sages, who inquire 

His place, to offer int;ense, myrrh, and gold ; 

His place of birth a solemn Angel tells 364 

To simple shepherds, keeping watch by night r 

They gladly thither haste, and by a quire 

Of squadron'd Angels hear his carol sung, 

A vii^in is his mother, but his sire 

The pow'r of the most High ; he shall ascend 

The throne hereditary, and bound his reign 

With earth's wide bounds, his glory with the Heavens." 

He ceas'd, discerning Adam with such joy 

Surcharged, as had like grief been dew'd in tears, 373 

Without the vent of words, which these he breath'd : 

" O prophet of glad tidings, finisher 
Of utmost hope ! now clear I understand 
What oft my steadiest thoughts have searched in vain ? 
Why our great expectation should be call'd 
The seed of Woman. Virgin Mother, hail. 
High in the love of Heav'n, yet from my loins 
Thou shalt proceed, and from thy womb the Son asi 
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Of God most High; so God with Man unites. 882 
Needs must the Serpent npw his capital bruise 
Expect with mortal pain : say where and when 
Their fight, what stroke shall bruise the yictor 's heel T 
To whom thus Michael. " Dreamnotof their fight, 
As of a duel, or the local wounds 
Of head or heel : not therefoir^ joins the Son 
Manhood to Godhead, with more strength to foil 
Thy enemy ; nor so is overcome S90 

Satan, whose fall from Heaven, a deadlier bruise, , 
Disabled not to give thee thy death's wound : 
Which he, who comes thy Saviour, shall recure> 
Not by destroying Satan, hut his works 
In thee and in thy seed. Nor eajpi this be. 
But by fulfilling that which thou didst want. 
Obedience to the law of God, impos'd 
On penalty of death, and sufierii^g death. 
The penalty to thy transgression due, 399 

And due to theirs which out otf thine will grow ; 
So only can high justice rest ^ppaid. 
The law of God exaqt he shall fulfil 
Both by obedience and by love, though love 
Alone fulfil the law ; thy punishment 
He shall endure by coming in the flesh 
To a reproachful life and cursed death, 
Proclaiming life to all who shall, believe W 
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In his redemption, and that his obedience 408 

Imputed becomes theirs by faith, his merits 

To save them, not their own, though legal works 

For this he shall live hated, be blasphemed, 

Seiz*d on by force, judg'd, and to death condemn'd 

A shameful andaccurs'd, nail'd to the cross 

By his own natioQ, slain for bringing life ; 

But to the cross he nails thy enemies, 

The law that is against thee, and the sins 4i6 

Of all mankind, ^with him there cmcify'd, 

Never to hurt them more who rightly trust 

In this bis satisfaction ; so he dies, 

But soon revives; death over him no power 

Shall long usurp ; ere the third dawning light 

Return, the starp of morn shall see him rise 

Out of hb grave, fresh as the dawning light. 

Thy ransom paid, which man from death redeems, 

His de^th for man, as many as offered life 49s 

Neglect not, and the b^efit embrace 

By faith not void of works. This God-like act 

Annuls tliy doom, the death thou shouldsthavedy'd. 

In sin for ever lost from life; this act 

Shall bruise the head of Satan, crush his strength, 

Defeating sin and death, his two main arms. 

And fix far deeper in his head their stings 

Than temp'ral death shall bruise the victor's heel, 433 
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Or theirs whom he redeems, a death like sleep, 434 

A geutle wafting to immortal life. 

Nor after resurrection shall he stay 

Longer on earth than certain times to' appear 

To his disciples^ men who in his life 

Still followed him; to them shall leave in charge 

To teach all nations what of him they learn*d 

And his salvation, them who shall believe 

Baptizing in the profluent stream, the sign 442 

Of washing them from guilt of sin to life 

Pure, and in mind prepared, if so befall, 

For death, like that which the Redeemer dy'd. 

All nations they shall teach ; for from that day 

Not only to the sons of Abraham's loins 

Salvation shall be preach'd, but to the sons 

Of Abraham's faith wherever through the world ; 

So in his seed all nations shall be blest. 

Then to the Heav'n of Heav'ns he shall ascend 451 

With victory, triumphing through the air 

Over his foes and thine ; there shall surprise 

The Serpent, prince of air, and drag in chains 

Through all his realm, and thei;e confounded leave; 

Then enter into glory, and resume 

His seat at God's right hand, exalted high 

Above all naknes in Heav'n ; and thence shall come., 

When this world's dissolution shall be ripe, 459 
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With glory' and pow'r to judge both quick and dead, 
To judge th^ unfaithful dead, but to revrard 46' & 

His faithful, and receive them into bliss. 
Whether in Heav'n or Earth, for then the Earth 
Shall all be Piuradise, far happier place 
Than this of Eden, and far happier days/' 

So spake th' Arch-Angel Michael, then paus'd, 
As at the world's great period ; and our sire, 
Replete with joy and wonder, thus reply'd: 468 

'^ O Goodness infinite> Goodness immense ! 
That all this good of evil shall produce. 
And evil turn to good ; more wonderAil 
Than that which by creation first brought forth 
Light out of darkness ! Full of doubt I stand, 
Whether I should repent me now of sin 
By me done and occasion'd, or rejoice 
Much more, that much more good thereof shall spring. 
To God more glory, more good will to men 477 . 

From God, and over wrath grace shall abound. 
But say, if our Deliverer up to Heaven 
Must reascend, what will betide the few 
His faithful, left among th' unfaithful herd, 
The enemies of truth ? who then shall guide 
His people, who defend? will they not deal 
Worse with his followers than with* him they dealt?" 
''Besurethey will," said th'Angel ; " butfrom Heaven 
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He to his own a Comforter will sekid^ 486 

The promise of the Father, who shall dwell 

His Spi'rit within them, and the law of faith. 

Working thro* love, upon their hearts shall write> 

To guide them in alL truth, and also arm 

With spiritual armour, able to« resist 

Satan's assaults, and quench his fiery darts, 

What man can do against them, not afraid. 

Though to the 'death, against such cruelties 494 

With iniiiTard consolationis recompens'd, 

And oft supported so as shall amaze 

Their proudest,persecutors : for the Spirit 

Pour'd first on his Apostles, whom he sends 

To evangelise the nations, then on fldl 

Baptiz'd, shall them with wondrous gifts endue 

To speak all tongues, and do all miracles. 

As did their Lord before them. Thus they win 

Great numbers of each nation to receive 50s 

With joy the tidings brought from Heav'n : at length. 

Their ministry perform'd, and race well run, 

Their doctrine and their story written left. 

They die; but in their room, as they forewarn, 

Wokes shall succeed for teachers, grievous wolves. 

Who all the sacred mysteries of Heaven 

To their own vile advantages shall turn 

Of lucre and ambition, and the truth s 1 1 
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"With superstitions and traditions taint, su 

Left only in those written records pure, . 

Though not but by the Spirit understood. 

Then shall they seek to avail themselves of names, 

Places, and titles, and with these to join 

Secular poVr, though feigning still to act 

By spiritual, to themselves sqppropriating 

The Spi'rit of God, promised alike and given 

To all believers ; and from that pretence, sso 

Spiritual laws by carnal pow'r shall force 

On every conscience ; laws which none shall find 

Left them inroll'd, or what the Spi'rit within 

Shall on the heart engrave. What will they then 

But force the Spi'rit of grace itself, and bind 

His consort liberty? what, but unbuild 

His living temples, built by faith to stand. 

Their own faith not another's? for on earth 

Who against faith and conscience can be heard $99 

Infallible ? Yet many will presume : 

Whence heavy persecution shall arise 

On all who in the worship persevere 

Of spi'rit and truth ; the rest, far greater part. 

Will deem in outward rites and specious forms 

Religion satisf/d ; truth shall retire 

Bestuck with sland'rous darts, and works of faith 

Rarely be found : so shall, the world go on, 5S7 
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To good malignant, to bad men benign, 538 

Under hei own weight groaning, till the day 
Appear of respiration to the just, 
And vengeance to the wicked, at return 
Of him so lately promis'd to thy aid, 
The Woman's Seed, obscurely then foretold, 
Now amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord, 
Last in the clouds from Heav'n to be reveal'd 
In glory of the Father, to dissolve 64 « 

Satan with his perverted world, then raise 
From the conflagrant mass, purg'd and refin'd. 
New Heav'ns, new Earth, ages of endless date, 
Founded in righteousness, and peace, and love. 
To bring forth fruits, joy and eternal bliss." 
He ended ; and thus Adam last reply *d : 
'' How soon hath thy prediction, Seer blest, 
Measured this transient world, the race of time, 
Till time stand fix'd ? beyond is all abyss, 555 

£ternity, whose end no eye can reach. 
Greatly instructed I shall hence depart. 
Greatly in peace of thought, and have my fill 
Of knowledge, what this vessel can contain; 
Beyond which was my folly to aspire. 
Henceforth I learn, that to obey is best, 
And love with fear the only God, to walk 
As in his presence, ever to observe 66*8 
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His providence^ and on him sole depend, ^ 564 

Mercifiil over all his works, with good 

Still overcoming evil, and by small 

Accomplishing great things, by things deem'd weak 

Subverting worldly strong, and worldly wise 

By simply meek ; that suffering for truth's sake 

Is fortitude to highest victory. 

And to the faithful death the gate of life ; 

Taught this by his example, whom I now 572 

Acknowledge my Redeemer ever blest." 

To whom thus also th' Angel last reply'd : 
" This having leam'd, thou hast attain'd the sum 
Of wisdom ; hope no higher, though all the stars 
Thou know'st by name, and all th' ethereal pow'rs, 
All secrets of the deep, all Nature's works. 
Or works of God in Heav'n, air, earth, or sea, 
And all the riches of this world enjo/dst. 
And all the rule, one empire ; only add 68 1 

Deeds to thy knowledge answerable, add faith, 
Add virtue, patience, temperance, add love. 
By name to come call'd charity, the soul 
Of all the rest: then wilt thou not be loath 
To leave this Paradise, but shalt possess 
A Paradise within thee, happier far. 
Let us descend now therefore from this top 
Of speculation ; for the hour, precise S8» 
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Exacts our parting hence; and see the guardsy 590 

By me encamp'd on yonder hill, expect 

Their motion, at whose front a flaming sword. 

In signal of remove, waves fiercely r6und : 

We may no longer stay. 60, waken Eve ; 

Her also I with gentle dreams have calm'd 

Portending good, and all her spi*rits composed 

To meek submission : thou at season fit 

Let her with thee partake what thou hast heard, 59s 

Chiefly what may concern her faith to know. 

The great deliverance by her seed to come 

(For by the Woman's seed) on all mankind ; 

That ye may Kve, which will be many days, 

Both in one faith unanimous though sad, 

With cause for evils past, yet much more cheer'd 

With meditation on the happy end." 

He ended, and they both descend the hill ; 
Descended, Adam to the bow'r where Eve 607 

Lay sleeping ran before, but found her wak'd ; 
And thus with words not sad she him receiv'd : 

" Whence thou return^st, and whither went'st, I 
know; 
For God is iedso' in sleep, and dreams advise, 
Which he hath sent piropitious, some great good 
Presaging, since With sorrow and heart's distress 
Wearied I fell asleep : but now lead on; <»'H 
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In me is no delay; with thee to go 6i5 

Is to stay here ; without thee here to stay, 

Is to go hence unwilling ; thou to me 

Art all things under Heav'n, all places thou, 

Who for my wilfiil crime art banish'd hence. 

This further consolation yet secure 

I carry hence ; though all by me is lost, 

Such favour I unworthy am vouchsafed, 

By me the promis'd Seed shall all restore." 6ss 

So spake our mother Eve, and Adam heard 
Well pleas'd, but answer'd not ; for now too nigh 
Th' Arch-Angel stood, and from the other hill 
To their fixM station, all in bright array. 
The Cherubim descended ; on the ground 
Gliding meteorous, as evening mist 
Ris'n from a river o'er the marish glides^ 
And gathers ground fast at the laborer's heel 
Homeward returning. High in front advanced 632 
The brandish'd sword of God before them blaz'd 
Fierce as a comet ; which with torrid heat. 
And vapour as the Libyan air adust. 
Began to parch that template clime; whereat 
In either hand the hastening Angel caught 
Our ling'ring parents, and to th' eastern gate 
Led them direct, and down the cliff as first 
To the subjected plain; then disappeared. 64o 
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They, looking back, all th' eastern side beheld €4 1 
6^f Paradise, so late their happy seat, 
Wav'd over by that flaming brand, the gate 
With dreadful faces throng'd and fiery airms : 
Some natural tears they dropt, but wip'd them soon. 
The world was all before them, where to choose 
Their place of rest, and Providence their guide. 
They hand in hand, with wand'ring steps and slow. 
Through Eden took their solitary way. 649 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PARADISE REGAINED. 



BOOK I. 



d by Google 



dbyGoogk 



PARADISE REGAINED. 



BOOK I. 

I, WHO eve while the happy garden i 

By one man's disobedience ioity now ling 

Recovered Paradke to all mankind. 

By one man's fiim obedience fully try'd 

Through all temptatictt, and the templei foiled 

In all his wiles^ defeated and rep«k'd| 

And Eden lais'd in the waste wildemeas* 

Thou Spi*rit, who ledst this glorious eremite 
Into the desert, his victorions fidd, s 

Against the spiritaal foe» and brottg^t'st him thence 
By proof th' undoubted Son of God, inspire, 
As thea art wont, my prompted song, elsenmte; 
And bear through height or depth of nature's faiDuads 
With prosp'rons wing full gwum'd, to tell of deeds 
Above hei^ie, thoiigb in aeeret done. 
And unrecorded k^ thvMgli many an age; 
Worthy t'. hsire not lemaui'd «o long nnning. 1 7 
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Now had the great Proclaimer, with a voice is 
More awful than the sound of trumpet, cry*d 
Repentance, and Heav'n's kingdom nigh at hand 
To all baptiz'd : to his great baptism flockVi 
With awe the regions round, and with them came 
From Nazareth the son of Joseph deem*d 
To the flood Jordan, came as then obscure, 
Unmark'd, unknown ; but him the Baptist soon 
Descry'd, divinely wam'd, and witness bore «6 

As to his worthier, abd would have resigned 
To him his heav'nly office, nor was long 
His witness unconiirm'd r on hifn baptiz'd 
Heav'n open'd/and in likeness of a dov6 
The Spi'rit descended^ while the Father's voic^ 
From Heav'n prohounc'd him his beloved Son. 
That heard the Adversarjfy who, roving still 
About the world, at that assembly fam'd 
Would not be last, and with the voice divihd 9»' 

Nigh thunder-struck, th' exalted man, to whoni 
Such high attest was giv'ii, a while sui^ey'd 
With Wonder; then with envy fraught and rage 
Flies to his place,, nor rests, but in mid air 
To council summons all his mighty peer8> 
Within thick clouds and dark ten-fold involv'd, 
A gloomy consistory t and them amidst 
With looks aghast and sad he thus beqmke. ^^ 
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** O ancient Pow'rs of sor^ and this ,wide world ; 44 
For much more willingly I mention air, , 
This our old conquest, than remember Hell^ 
Our hated habitation ; well. ye know 
How many a^es, as the years of men, 
This universe we have possess'd, and rul'd . 
In manner at our will th' affairs of earth, 
Since Adam and his facile consort Eve 
Lost Paradise, deceiv'd by me; though since . t 62 
With dread attending wheiv that fatal wound 
Shall be inflicted by Ihe seed of Eve 
Upon my head : long the decrees of Heav'n 
Delay, for lonjgest time to him is short; 
And now iiOo soon for us the ^circling hours 
This dreaded time have compass'd, wherein we 
Must bide, the stroke of that Ipng threatened wound, 
At least if so we can, and by the head 
Broken be not intended all our pow«r 6i 

To be infring'd, our freedom and our hieing, 
In this fair empire won of earth and air ; 
For this ill news Tbring, the woman's seed, 
Destin'd to this, is late of >7oman bom : 
His birth to our just, fear gave no small cause, 
But his growth now io youth's full flow'r, displaying. 
All virtue, grace, and ivisdom to achieve 
Things higheitt^ greatest, multiplies my fear. 69 
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Before him a gnil: prophet^ to' proclaim 70 

His coming, h tent haitiinger; who nil 

Invites, and in the consecrated ttream 

Pretends to wash off sin, and fit them so 

Purified to receive him pure, or rather 

To do him honour as their king : all come. 

And he him^df among them was baptiz*d. 

Not thence to be more pure, but to receive 

The testimony^ of Heav'n, that who he is 79 

Thenceforth the nations may not doubt: I saw 

The prophet do him reverence ; on him, rimng 

Out of the water, Heav'n above the clouds 

Unfold her ciystai doom ; thence on his head 

A perfect dove descend, whatever it meant ^ 

And out of Heav'n the sovereign voice I heard. 

This is my Son beloved, in him am pleas'd. 

His mother then is mortal, but his sire 

He who obtains the monarchy of Heaven ; 87 

And what will he not do to' advance his 3on ; 

His first-begot we know, and sore have felt. 

When his fierce thunder drove us to the deep : 

Who this is we must laam, for man he seems 

In all his lineaments, though in his face 

The glimpaea of his father's glory ahine. 

Ye see our danger on the ntaiost edge ,;.^ 

Of hazard, whieh admits no long debate, ^' 
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But must with soraething swlden be opposed ; * tk 

Not force, but well couch'd fraud, weil woven snares : 

Ere in the head of nations he appear 

Their kin^, their leader, and supreme on earth. 

I, when no other durst, sole undertook 

The dismal expedition to find out 

And ruin Adam, and th' exploit perferm'd 

Successfully; a calmer Yoyage now 

Will waft me; and the way found prosp'rous once 164 

Induces best to hope of like success*" 

He ended, an^ his words impression left 
Of much amazement to th' infernal crew, 
Distracted and surpris'd with deep dismay 
At these sad tidings; but no time was then 
For longindulg^ice to their fears or grief: 
Unanimous they aU commit the care 
And management of this main enterprise 
To him their great dictator, whose attempt 113 

At first against mankind so well had thriv'd 
In Adam's overthrow, and led their march 
From Hell's deep-vaulted den to dwell in li^t, 
Regents, and potentates, and kings, yea gods 
Of many a pleasant reahn,. and province wide. 
So to the coast of Jordan he directs 
His easy steps, g^nded with sAaky wiles, 
^'^liere he might likeliest find this n^w deelar'd, tei 
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This man of meo^ attested-Son of Qod, i ss 

Temptation and all guile on him to try; 

So tp subvert whom he suspected rius'd 

To end his reign on earth, so |ong enjoy'd : 

But contrary unweeting he fulfiU'd 

The purpos'd counsel pre-ordain'd and fix'd 

Of the Most High) who, in full frequence bright 

Of Angels, thus to Gabriel smiling spake. 

*^ Gabriel, this day by proof thou shalt behold, iso 
Thou and all Ang^s conversant on earth 
With man or men's affairs, how I begin . 
To verify that solemn message late, 
On which I sent thee to the virgin pure 
In Galilee, that she should bear a son 
Great in renown, and call'd the Son of God; 
Then told'st her, doubting how these things could be 
To her a virgin, that on her should come 
The Holy Ghost, and the pow'r of the Highest id9 
O er-shadow her: this man bom and now up-grown. 
To show him worthy of his birth divine 
And high prediction, henceforth I expose 
To Satan; let him tempt and now assay 
His utmost subtlety, because he boasts 
'And vaunts of his great cunning to the throng 
Of his apostasy ; he might have learnt * 
Less overweening, since he fail'd in Job,, i47 
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Whose constant perseverance overcame 1 48 

Whatever kis cruel malice could invent. 

He now shall know I can produce a man 

Of female seed, far abler to resist 

All bis solicitations, and at length 

All his vast force, and drive him back to Hell ; 

Winning by conquest what the first man lost 

By fallacy surpns'd. But first I mean 

To exercise him in the wilderness ; 1^6 

There he shall first lay down the rudiments 

Of his great warfare, ere I send him forth 

To conquer Sin and Death, the two grand foes,. 

By humiliation and strong sufferance : 

His weakness shall overcome Satanic strength, 

And all the world, and mass of sinful flesh ; 

And all the Angels and ethereal Powers, 

They now, and men hereafter may discern, 

From what consummate virtue I have chose ]e>& 

This perfect -man, by merit call'd my Son, 

To earn salvation for the sons of men." 

Sq spake th* eternal Father^ and all Heaven 
Admiring stood a space, then into hymns 
Burst forth^ and in celestial measures mov'd^ 
Circling the throne and singing, while the hand • 
Sung with the -voice, and this the argument. 1 
" Victory.' andtrinreph to the Son.otGonJr.A 173 
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Now entering Us great duel, not of arms, 1 74 

But to vanquish by wisdom hellish wtles. 

The Father knows the Son ; therefore secure 

Ventures his filial virtue, though untry'd. 

Against whatever may tempt, whatever seduce. 

Allure, or teprify, or undermine. 

Be frustrate all ye stratagems of HeU, 

And devilish machinations come to nou^t." 

So they in Heav'n their odes and vigils tnn'd : i82 
Mean while the Son of Qod, who yet some days 
Lodged in Bethabara where John baptiz'd. 
Musing and much revolving in his breast, 
How best the mighty work he might begin 
Of Saviour to mankind, and which way first 
Publish his Ood-like office now mature, 
One day forth walk'd alone, the Spirit leading, 
And his deep thou^ts, the better to converse 
With solitude, till far from track of men, 191 

Thought following thought, and st^ by step led on. 
He enter'd now the bord'rvDg desert wild, 
And with dark shades and rocks environed round, 
His holy meditations thus pursued* 

*' O what a mukitade of thoughts at onoe 
Awaken'd in me swarm, while I consider 
What from within I Mi myseif , ^od hear 
What firoia withont comes often to my earf , . . rd9 
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III sorting with itly present state compar'd ! soo 

When I was yet a child, no childish play 

To me was pleasing; all my roind was set 

Serious to learn and know, and thence to do 

What might be public good ; myself I thought 

Bom to that end, bom to promote all tmth, 

All righteous things : therefore above my years, 

The law of Qod I lead, and found it sweet. 

Made it my whole delight, and in it grew «08 

To such perfection, that ere yet my age 

Had measured twice six years, at our great feast 

I went into the temple, there to hear 

The teachers of our law, and to propose 

What might improv^e my knowledge or their own ; 

And was admir'd by all : yet this not all 

To which my f^i'rit aspir'd ; yictoriouB deeds 

Flam'd in my heart, heroic acts, one while 

To rescue Israel from the Roman yoke, 9)7 

Then to subdue and quell o'er all the earth 

Brate violence and proud tyrannic power, 

Till tmth were freely suod equity restorVI : 

Yet held it more humane, more heavenly first 

By winning words to conquer wiSing hearts, 

And make pmniasion do the work of fear; 

At least to try, and teach the erring soul 

Not wilfolly mjsdoing, but unware sts* 
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Misled ; th^ stubborn only to iubdue. 2?tf 

These growing thoughts my mother soon perceiving 

By words at times cast forth inly rejoic'd, 

And said to me apart, ' High are thy thoughts 

O Son, but nourish them and let them soar 

To what height sacred virtue and true worth 

Can raise theiQ> though above example high ; 

By matchless deeds express thy matchless Sire* 

For know, thou art no son of mortal man ; ?d4 

Though men esteem thee low of parentage, 

Thy father is th' eternal King, who rules 

All Heav'n and Earthy Angels and sons of men; 

A messenger from God foretpld thy birth 

Conceiv'd in me a virgin ; he foretold 

Thou should'st be great, and sit on David!s throne, 

And of thy kingdom there should be no ^nd. 

At thy nativity a glorious qtitre 

Of Angels in the fields of Bethlehem sung S4s 

To shephejds watching at their folds by night, : .. 

And told them the Messiah now was bom 

Where they might see him, and to thee they icamiB, 

Directed to the manger where thou Jay'st, 

For in the inn was left no better room : 

A star, not seen h^for^, in Heav'n appearing^ 

Guided the wise meti thither from the east, 

Tobionour thee with incense, myrrh, and gold, isi 
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By whose bright course led on they iound the place, 

ABBrming it thy star n^w grav'n in Heaveti, 25S^ 

By which they knew the king of Israel borii. 

Just Simeon, and prophetic Anna, wam'd 

By vision, found thee in the temple', and spake 

Before the altar and the vested priest. 

Like things of thee to all that present stood.' 

This having heard, Straight I again revolv'd 

The law and prophets, searching what was writ 36'a 

Concerning the Messiah, to our scribes 

Known partly, and soon found of whom they spake 

I am ; this chiefly, that my way roust lie 

Through many a hard assay ev'n to the death. 

Ere I the promised kingdom can attain. 

Or work redemption for mankind, whose sind 

Full \treight must be transferr'd upon my head. 

Yet neither thus dishearten'd or dismay'd, 

The time prefix'd I waited, when behold ico 

The Baptist (of whose birth I oft had heard, 

Not knew by flight) now come, who was to come 

Before Messiah and his way prepare. 

I as all others to his baptism cam^, 

Which I behev'd was from above ; but he 

Straight knew me, and with loudest voice proclaimed 

Me him (for it was shewn him so from Heaven) 

Me him, whose harbinger he was ; and first 977 
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Refu&'d <w oae ki» baptism to confer, 278 

As much his gieater, and was haidly won : 

But as I rose but of the laving stream, 

Heav*n open'd her eternal dooia^ from whence 

The Spi'rit descended on me like a dove. 

And last, the sum of all, my Father's voice. 

Audibly heard from Heav'n, pronounc*d me his. 

Me his beloved Son, in whom alone 

He W9B well pleas'd ; by which I knew the time sj)4 

Now full, that I no more should liw obscure. 

But qj)enly begin, aa best becomes 

Th' authority which I doriv'd from Heaven. 

And now by some strong motion I am led 

Into this wilderness, to what intent 

I learn not yet, perhaps I need not know; 

For wh^ concerns my knowledge God rete^'^ 

So spake our Morning Star then in his rise. 
And looking round on every side beheld 993 

A pathless deairt, dusk with hoind diades; 
The way he came not having markM^ letarn 
Was difficult, by human steps untrod ; 
And he still on was led, but with snch tfioiight» 
Accompanied of things past and to come 
Lodged in his breast, as welt might recommend 
Such soUtttde befoie choicest, society. , 
Full forty days he pasa'd^ whielher on hill ses 
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Sometimes^ itton in shady vale, each night dC4 

Under the eoyert of some ancient oakf 
Or cedar, to defend bim from the dew. 
Or harbour'd in one cave, is not reveaTd ; 
Nor tasted human food^ nor hunger felt 
Till those days ended, hungered then at last 
Among wild beaMs ; they at his sight grew mild, 
Nor sleeping him, nor waking, harm'd; his walk 
The fiery serpent ^ed, and noxious wonn, 9it 

The lion and fierce tig^r glar'd aloctf. 
But now an ^ed man, in rural weeds, 
Following, as seem'd, the quest of isoaae stray ewf , 
Or wither'd slicks to ^ther, which might serve 
Against a winter^s day when winds blow keen, 
To warm him wet retum'd from field at eve» 
He.eaw approach, who fixst with oniio«i$ eye 
Penis'd him, then with words^ thus ntter'd spake^ sto 
*^ Sir, what iU chance hath brought thee to thil^ 
place • 

So far frpm path or road of mesi, who pass 
In troop or caravan^ fpr single none 
Durst ever, who letum'd, and dropt nOt heie 
His carc^e, pin'd vnA hunger and with= dcoagkt. 
I ask the.rather, and the more adinire^ 
For that to me thQu ^^m'st^ mae^ wh^m kte 
Our new baptizing Pi:ophet s|t tb^ tofA we 
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Of Jordan faonor'd so, and call'd thee Son S29 

Of God ; I saw and heard, for we sometimes. 

Who dwell this wild, constrained by want, come forth 

To town or village nigh (nighest is far) 

Where ought we hear, and curious are to hear. 

What happens new ; fame also finds us out/* 

To whom the Son of God : " Who brought me 
hither, 
Will bring me hence ; no other guide I seek." 336 

" By miracle he may,*' reply'd the swain, 
" What other way I see not, for we here 
Live on tough roots and stubs, to thirst inured 
More than the camel, and to drink go far. 
Men to much misery and hardship bom ; 
But if thou be the Son of Ood,' command 
That out of these hard stones be made thee l)read, 
So shalt thoti save thyself and us relieve 
With food, whereof we wretched seldom taste " 345-^ 

He ended, and ike Son of God reply'd : 
" Think'st thou such force in bread ? is it not written 
(For I discern theie other than thou seem'st) 
Man lives not by bread only, but each word 
Proceeding from the mouth of God, who fed 
Our fathers here with Manna? in the mount 
Moses was forty da]^, nor ate nor drank ; 
And forty days Elijah without food s^s 
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Wander'd this barren waste ; the same I now : ss4 
Why dost thou then suggest to me distrust. 
Knowing who I am, as I know who thou art V* 
Whom thus answer'd th' Arch-Fi6nd now undis- 
guis'd. 
*^ 'Tis true, I am that Spirit unfortunate, 
Who leagu'd with millions more in rash revolt 
Keep not my happy station, but was driven 
With them from bliss to the bottomless deep; S6i 
Yet to that hideous place not so confined 
By rigour unconniving, but that oft 
Leaving my dolorous prison I enjoy 
Large liberty to round this globe of earth, 
Or range in th' air, nor from the Heav'n of Heav'ns 
Hath he excluded my lesort sometimes. 
I came among the sons of God, when he 
Gave up into my hands Uzzean Job 
To prove him, and illustrate his high worth ; 370 
And when to all his Angels he proposed 
To draw the proud king Ahab into fraud 
That he might fall in Ramoth, they demurring, 
I undertook that office, and the tongues 
Of all his flattering prophets glibb*d with lies 
To his destruction, as'i had in charge, 
For what he bids I do : though I have lost 
Much lustre of my native brightness, lost d78 
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To be belof'd of God, I hii?e not lo«t S79 

To lore, «t leAit conttmplate and ddmkt 

What I tee etcellent in good» or fair, 

Or TirtttouSi I B^ould so have lost all settse. 

What can be then less in me than desifs 

To see thee and approach theoi whom I know 

Declared the Son of God» to hear attent 

Thy wisdott> and behold thy Godlike deeds ? 

Men genemlly think me much a fOe 387 

To all mankind : why should I ? they to rae 

Never did wrong or violence; by them 

I lost not what I lost, rather by them 

I gain'd what I have gain- d^ abd with them dwell 

Copartner iii these regions of the world, 

If not disposer ; lend them oft my aid. 

Oft my advice by presages and signs, 

And answers, oracles, portents, and dreams, 

Whereby they may direct their future life. S96 

Envy they say excites me, thus to gain 

Companions of my misery and woe. 

At first it may be ; but long since with woe 

Nearer acquainted, now I feel by proof. 

That fellowship in pain divides not smart. 

Nor lightens ought each man's peculiar load. 

Small consolation thai, were man adjoin'd : 

This wounds me most (what can it less ?) thaet man, 404 
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Man ftdl'n duili be lestor'd, I never more." 405 

To i^om our Saviour sternly thus reply'd. 
^* Deservedly thou griev'st, compos*d of lies 
From the beginning, and in lies wilt end ; 
Who boast'st release from Hell, and leave to oonc 
Into the Heav'n of Heav'ns : thou com'st indeed, 
As a poor miserable captive thrall 
Comes to the place where he before had sat 
Among the prime in splendour, now deposed, 4is 
Ejected, emptied, gaz'd, unpttied, shunn'd, 
A spectacle of ruin or of scorn 
To all the host of Heav'n : the happy place 
Imparts to thee no happiness, no joy. 
Rather inflames thy torment, representing 
Lost bliss, to thee no more communicable ; 
So never more in Hell than when in Heaven. 
But thou art serviceable to Heav'n's King. 
Wilt thou impute to' obedience what thy fear 4ft 
Extorts, or pleasure to do ill excites ? 
What but thy malice mov'd thee to misdeem 
Of righteous Job, then cruelly to' aflQict him 
With all inflictions ? but his patienee won. 
The other service was thy chosen task, 
To be a liar in four hundred mouths ; 
For lying is thy sustenance, thy food. 
Yet thou pretend'st to truth; all oracles 4Se 
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By thee are giv'n, and what confess'd more trae 431 

Among, the nations ? that hath been thy craft. 

By mixing somewhat true to vent more lies. 

But what have been thy answers, what but dark, 

Ambiguous, and with double sense deluding, 

Which they, who ask'd have seldom understood, 

And not well understood as good not known? 

Who ever by consulting at thy shrine 

Returned the wiser, or the more instruct 43.9 

To fly or foUow what concerned him most, 

And run not sooner to his fatal snare ? 

For God hath jnstly giv*n the nations up 

To thy delusions ; justly, since they fell 

Idolatrous : but when his purpose is 

Among them to declare his providence 

To thee not kiiown, whence hast thou then thy truth, 

But from him or his angels president 

In every province ? who themselves disdaining 448 

T approach thy temples, give thee in command 

What to the smallest tittle thou shalt say 

To thy adorers ; thou, with trembling fear. 

Or like a fawning parasite, obey'st ; 

Then to thyself ascrib'st the truth foretold. 

But this thy glory shall be soon retrenched ; 

No more shalt.thou by oracling abuse 

The Gentiles ; henceforth oracles are ceas'd, 406 
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^nd thou no more with pomp and sacrifice 457 

Shalt be inquired. at Delphos or elsewhere, 

At least in vain, for they shall find thee mute. 

Grod hath now sent his living oracle 

Into the world to teach his final will. 

And sends his Spi'rit of truth henceforth to dwell 

In pious hearts, an inward oracle . 

To all truth. requisite for men to know." 

So spake our Saviour : but the subtle Fiend^ 465 
Though inly stung with anger and disdain, 
Dissembled, and this answer smooth retum'd. 

" Sharply thou hast insisted on rebuke; 
And urg'd me hard with doings, which not will 
But misery hath, wrested from me : where 
Easily canst thou find one miserable. 
And not enforc'd oft-times to part from truth ; 
If it may stand him more in stead to lie. 
Say and unsay, feign, flatter, or abjure ? 474 

But thou art plac'd above me, thou art Lord ; 
From thee I canrand must submiss endure 
Check or reproof, and glad to 'scape so quit. 
Hard are the ways of truth, and rough to walk. 
Smooth on the tongue discoursed, pleasing to th' ear. 
And tuneable as sylvan pipe or song ; 
What wonder then if I delight to hear 
Her dictates from thy mouth ? most men admire 4S9 
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Virtue, who fellow not her lore ; permit me 4Sd 

To hear th^ wfaea I come (fidnce no man comes) 
And talk at least, though I despair to' attain. 
Thy Father, who is holy, wise, and pure, 
Suffers the hypocrite or atheous priest 
To tread his sacred courts, and minister 
About his altar, handling holy things. 
Praying or vowing; and Youchsaf 'd his voice 
To Balaam reprobate, a prophet yet 491 

Inspired: disdain not such access to me." 
To whom our Saviour with unalter'd brow. 

<< Thy coming hither, though I know thy scope, 

I bid not, or forbid ; do as thou find*st 

Permission from above ; thou canst not more.'' 
He added not ; and Satan bowing low 

His grey dissimulation, disappear*d 

Into thin air difius'd : for now b^an 

Night with her sullen wings to double^ade 500 

The desert; fowls in their clay nests w^re eouch'd; 

And now wild beasts came forth ^ woods to roam. 
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Meanwhile the new-baptiz'd, who yet remained i 

At Jordan with the Baptist, and had seen 

Him whom, they heard so late expressly call'd 

Jesus Messiah Son of God declar'd, 

And on that high authority had believed, 

And with him talk'd, and with him lodg'd, I mean 

Andrew and Simon, famous after known,. 

With others though in holy writ not nam'd. 

Now missing him their joy so lately found, 9 

So lately found, and so abruptly gone, 

B^an to doubt, and doubted many days, 

And as the days increased, increased their doubt : 

Sometimes they thought he might be only shown, 

And for a time. caught up to God, as once 

Moses was in the mount, and missing long ; 

And the great Thisbite, who on fiery, wheek. 

Rode up to Heav'n, yet once again to come. 17. 
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Therefore as those young prophets then with care is 
Sought lost Elijah, so in each place these 
Nigh to Bethabara ; in Jericho 
The citf of palmti .S2iion,<^and SiJem olc), 
Macheerus, and each town or city wall*d 
On this side the broad lake Genezaret, 
Or in Pereea ; but returned in vain. 
Then on the bank of Jordan, by a creek. 
Where winds with reeds and osiers whisp'ring play, 
Plain fishermen, no greater men them call, «7 

Close in a cottage low togedier got, 
Their unexpected loss and plaints out hreath'd. 
<< Alas, from what high hope to what relapse 
Unlook'd for are we fall'n I our ayea bf^eld 
Messiah cejtainly now oome, so long 
Expected of our fathers ; we hav^ heard 
His words, his wisdom full of grace and trudt; 
Now, now, for sure, deliverance is at hand> 9b 

The kingdom shall to Israel be restored: 
Thus we rejoic'd, but soon our joy is tum'd 
Into perplexity and new amaae : 
For whither is he gone ? what accident 
Hath rapt him from us ? will he now retira. 
After appearance, and again prolong 
Our expectation? God of Israel, 
Send thy Messiah forth, the tint is come : 4ft 
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Bebold the kings of th' earth how they oppress u 

Thy chosen, to what height their pow'r unjust 

They have exalted, and behind them cast 

All fear of thee : arise and vindicate 

Thy glory, free thy people from their yoke. 

But let us wait; thus far he hath perform'd, 

Sent his Anointed^ and to us reveal'd him, 

By his great Prophet, pointed at and shown 

In public, and with him we have convers*d : 5^ 

Let us be glad of this, and all our fears . 

Lay on his providence ; he will not ^l, 

Nor will withdraw him now, nor will recall, 

Mock us with bis blest sight, then snatch him hence ; 

Soon we shall see our hope, our joy return.'^ 

Thus they out of their plaints new hope resume 
To find whom at the first they found unsought : 
But to his mother Mary, when she saw 
Others returned from baptism, not her son, 61 

Nor left at Jordan tidings of him none. 
Within her breast though calm, her breast though 

pure, 
Motherly cares and fears got head, and rais*d 
Some troubled thoughts, which she in sighs thus clad. 

** O what avails me now that honour high 
To have conceived of God, or that salute, 
Hail highly favoured, among women blest ! 6s 
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While I to sorrows am no less advanc'd^ 69 

And fears as imminent, above the lot 

Of other women, by the birth I bore, 

In such a season bom when scarce a shed 

Could be obtain'd to shelter him or me 

From the bleak air ; a stable was our warmth, 

A manger his ; yet soon enforc'd to fly 

Thence into Egypt, till the murd'rous king 

Were dead, who sought his life, and missing fill'd 77 

With infant blood the streets of Bethlehem ; 

From Egypt home retum'd, in Nazareth 

Hath been our dwelling many years ; his life 

Private,. unactive, calm, contemplative, 

Little suspicious to any king ; but now 

Full grown to man, acknowledg'd, as I hear, 

By John the Baptist, and in public shown, 

Son own'd from Heaven by his Father's voice; 

I look'd for some great change;' to honour? no, 86 

But trouble, as old Simeon plain foretold, 

That to the fall and rising he should be. 

Of many in Israel, and to a sign 

Spoken against, that through my very soul 

A sword shall pierce ; this is my favour'd lot. 

My exaltation to afflictions high ; 

Afflicted I may be, it.seem^, and blest;. 

I will not argue that, nor will, cepine. . . 94 
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But vrhere delays he now ? some great intent 95 
Conceals him : when twelve years he scarce had seen, 
I lost him, but so found, as well I saw 
He could not lose himself; but went about 
His Father's business ; what he meant I mus'd, 
Since understand ; much more his absence now 
Thus long to some great purpose he obscures. 
But I to wait with patience am inur'd ; 
My heart hath been a store-house long of things 1 os' 
And say'ings laid up, portending strange events/* 

Thus Mary pond'ring oft, and oft to mind 
Recalling what remarkably had pass*d 
Since first her salutation hisard, with thoughts 
Meekly compos'd awaited the fulfilling : 
The while her son tracing the desert wild. 
Sole but with holiest meditations fed, 
Into himself descended, and at once 
All his great work to come before him set ; 112 

How to begin, how to accomplish best 
His end of being on earth, and mission high : 
For Satan with sly preface to return 
Had left him vacant, and with speed was gone 
Up to the middle region of thick air, 
Where all his potentates in council sat ; 
There without sign of. boast, or sign of joy. 
Solicitous and blank he thus began. 1 20 
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<< Princes^ Heav'n's ancient sons, ethereal tlurones, 
Demonion spirits now, from th' element iss 

Each of his reign allotted, rightlier call'd 
Pow*rs of fire, air, water, and earth beneath, 
So may we hold our place and these mild seats 
Without new trouble ; such an enemy 
Is risen to invade us, who no less 
Threatens than our expulsion dowti to Hell. 
I, as I undertook, and with the rote i99 

Consenting in full frequence was irapower'd, 
Have found him, view'd him, tasted him, but find 
Far other labour to be Undergone, 
Than when I dedlt with Adam first of men, 
Though Adam by his wife's allurement fell, 
However to this man inferior far. 
If he be man by mother's side at least. 
With more than human gifts from Heav'n adom'd. 
Perfections absolute, graces divine. iss 

And amplitude of mind to greatest deeds. 
Therefore I am retum*d, lest confidence 
Of my success with Eve in Paradise 
Deceive ye to persuasion ovar«stt|« 
Of like succeeding here ; I summon M 
Rather to be in readiness, with hand 
Or counsel to assist; lest I who erst 
Thought none my equal, now be ov^-lnatch'd." i46 
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So spake th' old Serpent doubting, and from all u 47 
With clamour wtts assur'd their utmost aid 
At his command ; when from amidst them rose 
Belial, the disSolutest spi'rit that fell, ^ 
The senaualesty and after Asmodai 
The fleshliest incubus, and thus advis*d. 

** Set women in his eye, and in his walk, 
Among daughters of knen the fairest found ; 
Many are in each region passing fair '155 

As the noon sky ; more like to goddesses 
Than mortal creature^, graceful and discreet, 
Expert in amorous arts, enchanting tongues 
Persuasive, virgin majesty with mild 
And sweet allay'd^ yet terrible t* approach, 
Skill'd to retire, and in retiring draw 
Hearts after them tangled in amorous nets. 
Such object hath the pow'r to soft*n and tame 
Severest temper, smooth the rugged'st brow, i6'4 
Enerve, and With voluptuous hope dissolve. 
Draw out with credulous desire, and lead 
At will the manliest, resolutest breast, 
As the magnetic hardeirt iron draws. 
Women, when nothing else, beguil'd the heart 
Of wisest Solomon, and made him build. 
And made him bow to the gods of his wives." 

To whom quidc answer Satan thus retum'd. 173 
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** Belial, in much uneyen scale thou weigh'st 173 

All others by thyself; because of old 

Thou thyself doat*dst on womankind, admiring 

Their shape, their colour, and attractive grace. 

None are, thou think'st, but taken with such toys. 

Before the flood thou with thy lusty crew. 

False titled sons of God, roaming the earth 

Cast wanton eyes on the daughters of men, 

And coupled with them, and begot a race. isi 

Have we not seen, or by relation heard. 

In courts and regal chambers how thou lurk'st, 

In wood or grove by mossy fountain side. 

In valley or green meadow, to way-lay 

Some beauty rare, Calisto, Clymene, 

Daphne, or Semele, Antiopa, 

Or Amymone, Syrinx, many more 

Too long, then lay'st thy scapes on names ador'd, 

Apollo, Neptune, Jupiter, or Pan, 190 

Satir, or Faun, or Sylvan ? But these haunts 

Delight not all ; among the sons of men. 

How many have with a smile msule small account 

Of beauty and her lures, easily scom'd 

All her assaults, on worthier things intent! 

Remember that Pellean conqueror, 

A youth, how all the beauties of the east 

He slightly view'd, and slightly overpass'd ; i98 
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How he simam'd of Africa dismiss'd 199 

In his prime youth the fair Iberian maid. 
For Solomon, he liv'd at ease, and full 
0£ honour, wealth, high fare, aim'd not beyond' 
Higher design than to enjoy his state; 
Thence to the bait of women lay expos'd : 
But he whom we attempt is wiser far 
Than Solomon, of more exalted mind. 
Made and set wholly on th' accomplishment 207 
Of greatest things ; what woman will you find, 
Though of this age the wonder and the fame, 
On whom his leisure will vouchsafe an eye 
Of fond desire ? or should she confident^ 
As sitting queen ador'd on beauty's throne. 
Descend with all her winning charms begirt 
T enamour, as the zone of Venus once 
Wrought that effect on Jove, so fables tell ; 
How would one look from his majestic brow 21 6 
Seated as on the top of virtue's hill, 
Discount'nance her despis'd, and put to rout 
All her array ; her female pride deject, 
Or turn to reverent awe ! for beauty stands 
In th' admiration only of weak minds 
Led captive; cease to' admire, and all her plumes 
Fall flat and shrink into a trivial toy, 
At every sudden slighting quite abashed : 224 

VOL, II, 10 
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Therefore with manlier objects we must try ' ^%d 

His conaitancy, with such as have more show 

Of worthy of JionouT, glory', and popular praise; 

Rocks whereon greatest men have oftest wreck'd; 

Or that which only seems to satisfy 

Lawful desires of nature, not beyond ; 

And now I know he hungers where no food 

Is to be found, in the wide wilderness; 

The rest commit to me^ I shall let pass sss 

No' advantage, and his- strength as oft assay.'* 

He ceas'd, and heard their grant in loud acclaim ; 
Then forthwith to him takes a chosen band 
Of spirits likest to himself in guile. 
To be at hand, and at his beck appear. 
If cause were to unfold some active scene 
Of various persons^ each to know his part; 
Then to the desert takes with these his flight; 
Where still from shade to shade the Son of God 848 
After forty days fasting had remain'd, 
Now hung'nng first, and to himself thus said. 

" Where will this end ? four times tdn days Fvepass'd 
Wand'ring this woody maze, and human food 
Nor tasted, nor had appetite ; that fast 
Ta virtue I impute not, or count part 
Of what I suffer here ; if nature need not, 
Or God support nature without repast 350 
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Though needing^ what praise ir it to ^d}ire ? 951 
But now I feel I hunger, .which deolarest . , < 
Nature hath need of what she ad^9 ;i yet God 
Can satisfy that need some other ws^jr, ^ , 
Though hunger still remain : so it jp^main^: 
Without this body's wasting, I. content me; 
And from the sting, of famine fear np harm^ \< \y 
Nor mind it, fed with better 'thoughts that feed 
Me hungering moie to do my Father's .will/': 859 

It was the hour of niglit,,when; thus, the Son 
Commun'd in silent walk, then laid him down 
Under the hospitable cQvert nigh 
Of trees thick mteB^o^en ; there he s)eptj> 5 
And dream'd, as appetite i$^¥^ntjto,dcemi,: r 
Of meats and drinks,. natuke'srrisfresbm^nt sweet 
Him thought^ he by the.bi^k oi Gherititf stood. 
And saw the myens with their ihdnny beaks 
Food to Ehjah bringing^ey'p aod mom, ) ' -. n^s 
Though ravenous, taught t' abstain from wh^t they 

brought t .,,... ^v» 
He saw the prophet ako how heifled^* 
Into the desert^ and: how there<JI^ slept 
Under a juniper ;i thcte hoWy awakfd^ ^ ' ) 
He found his silpper^onthccoab prepar'd. 
And by the Angel was bid rise and eat, 
And eat the 9econd time after repose, 975 
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The strength whereof sufficed him forty 4ays ; ^7e 

Sometimes that with Elijah he partook. 

Or as a guest with Daniel at his pulse. 

Thus wore out night, and now the herald lark 

Left his ground-nest, high tow'ring to descry 

The mom's approach, and greet her with liis song r 

As lightly from his grassy couch up rose 

Our Saviour, and found all was but a dream ; 

Fasting he went to sleep, and fasting wak'd. 284 

Up to a hill anon his steps he rear'd, 

From whose high top to ken the prospect round. 

If cottage were in yiew, sheep-cote or herd ; 

But cottage, herd, or sheep-cote none he saw. 

Only in a bottom saw a pleasant grove, 

With chant of tuneful birds resounding loud ; 

Thither he bent his way, determined there 

To rest at noon, and enter'd soon the shade 292 

High roofed, and walks beneath, and alleys brown. 

That open'd in the midst a woody scene ; 

Nature's ovm work it seem'd (nature taught art) 

And to a superstitious eye the haunt 

Of wood-gods and wood-nymphs ; he viewed it round, 

When suddenly a man before him stood. 

Not rustic as before, but seemlier clad, 

As one in city', or court, or palace bried, 30a 

And with fair speech these words to him addressed. 
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^* With granted leave officious I return', 802 

But much more wonder that the Son of Qod 
In this wild solitude so long should bide' 
Of all things destitute, and well I know, 
Not without hui^r. Others of some note,. 
As story tells, have trod this wilderness ; 
The fugitive bond-woman with her son 
Out-cast Nebaioth, yet found here relief , 

By a providing angel; all the race aio 

Of Israel here had famish'd, had not God 
Rain'd from Heav'n manna; and that prophet bold. 
Native of Thebez, wand'ring here, was fed 
Twice by a voice inviting him to eat ; 
Of thee these forty days none hath regard, 
Forty and.more deserted here indeed." ' 

To whom thus Jesus. " What conclud'st thou hence ?- 
They all had need, I, as thou seest, have none.'* 

** How hast thou hunger then ?" Satan reply'd. s 1 9 
*' Tell me if^food were now before thee set, 
Would'st thou not eat?" " Thereafter as I like 
The giver," answer*d Jesus. *' Why should that 
Cause thy refusal?" said the subtile fiend. 
** Hast thou not right to all created things ? 
Owe not all creatures by just right to thee 
Duty and service, not to stay till bid, 
But tender all their pow*r? nor mention I 327^ 
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Meats by the law uncleaa, or offet*d first S2s 

To idols, those young Daniel could refuse ; 

Nor proffer'd by an enemy, though who 

Would scruple that, with want oppressed? Behold, 

Nature ashatn*d, or better to express^ * 

Troubled that thou^should'st hunger, hath purveyed 

From all the elements her choicest store 

To treat thee Us beseems, and as her lord 

With honour, only deign to sit and eat" sse 

He spake no dream, for lis his words had end. 
Our Saviour lifting up his eyes beheld 
In ample space under Hie broadest shade 
A table richly Spread, in regal mode. 
With dishes pifd, and meats of noblest sort 
And savour, beasts of chase, or fowl of game, 
In pastry built, or from the spit, or boil'd, 
Gris-amber-steam'd ; all fish from sea or shore. 
Freshet, or purling brook, of shell or fin, s45 

And exquisitest name, for which was drain'd 
Pontus, and Lucrine bay, and Afric coast. 
Alas how simple, to these catfes compared. 
Was that crude apple thatdiverted Eve ! 
And at a stately side-board, by the wine 
That fragrant smell difius'd, in order stood 
Tall strippling yoiiths ricli elad^' of fkirer hue 
Than Ganymed or H^as ; distant more 553 
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Under the trees now tripp'd, now solemn stood 3&4 

Nymphs of Diana's train, and Naiades 

l^ith fruits and floVrs from Amalthea's horn, 

And ladies of th' Hesperides, that seem'd 

Fairer than feigned of old, or fs^bled since 

Of faery damsels met in forest wide 

By knights of Logres, or of Lyones, 

Lancelot, or I^eHeas, or Pellenore : 

And all the while harmonious airs were heard sei 

Of chiming strings, or charming pipes, and winds 

Of gentlest gale Arabian odours fann'd 

From their soft wings, and Flora's earliest smells. ^ 

Such was the splendour, and the Tempter now 

His invitation earnestly renew'di 

•* What doubts the Son of Gbd to sit and eat? 
These are not fruits forbidden; no interdict 
Defends the touching of these viands pure; 
Their taste no knowledge works at least of evil, 371 
But life preserves, destroys life's enemy, 
Himger, with sweet restorative delight. 
All these are spi'rits of air, and woods, and springs, 
Thy gentle ministers^ who come to pay 
Thee homage, and acknowledge thee, their lord : 
What doubt'st thou Son of God ? sit down and eat.** 

To whom thus Jesus temp'rately Tteply'd. 
** Said'st thoii not that to all' things I had right? 37^ 
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And who withholds my pow'r that right to use ? 38o 

Shall I receive by gift what of my own. 

When and where likes me best, I can command ? 

I can at will, doubt not, as soon as thou^ 

Command a table in this wilderness, 

And call swift flights of angels ministrant 

Array'd in glory on my cup to attend : 

Why shouldst thou then obtrude this diligence^ 

In vain, where no acceptance it can find ? yss 

And with my hunger what hast thou to do ? 

Thy pompous delicacies I contemn. 

And count thy specious gifts no gifts but guiles." 

To whom thus answered Satan malecontent. 
'< That I have also pow'r to give thou seest ; 
If of that pow'r I bring thee voluntary 
What I might have bestow'd on whom I pleas'd. 
And rather opportunely in this place 
Chose to impait to thy apparent need, 397 

Why shouldst thou not accept it ? but I see 
What I can do or oflfer is suspect ; 
Of these things others quickly will dispose, 
Whose pains have eam'dthefarfet spoil/' With that 
Both table and provision vanished quite 
With sound of harpies wings, and talons heard ; 
Only the imp6rtune Tempter still remain'd, 
And with these words his temptation pursued. 405 
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" By hunger, that each other creature tames, 40G 
Thou art not to be harm'd^ therefore not mov'd ; 
Thy temperance invincible besides, 
For no allurement yields to appetite, 
And all thy heart is set on high designs, 
High actions ; but wherewith to be achiev'd ? 
Great acts require great means of enterprise ? 
Thou art unknown, unfriended, low of birth, 
A carpenter thy father known, thyself 414 

Bred up in poverty and. straits at home, 
Lost in a desert here and hunger-bit : 
Which way or from what hope dost thou aspire 
To greatness ? whence authority deriv'st ? 
What followers, what retinue canst thou gain, 
Or at thy heels the dizzy multitude, 
Longer than thou canst feed them on thy cost? 
Money brings honour, friends, conquest, and realms : 
What rais'd Antipater the Edomite, 42a 

And his son Herod plac'd on Judah's throne, 
(Thy throne) but gold that got him puissant friends?. 
Therefore, if at great things thou would'st arrive, 
Get riches first, get wealth, and treasure heap. 
Not difficult, if thou hearken to me ; 
Riches are mine, fortune is in my hand ; 
They whom I favour thrive in wealth ?imain, 4aQ 
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While yirtue, valour, wisdom sit in want.'* 4si 

To whom thus Jesus patiently leply'd. 
'' Yet wealth without these three is impotent 
To gain dominion, or to keep it gain'd. 
Witness those ancient empires of the earth. 
In height of all their flowing wealth dissolved : 
But men endued with these have oft attained 
In lowest poverty to highest deeds; 
Gideon, and Jephthah, and the shepherd lad, 439 
Whose offspring on the throne of Judah sat 
So many ages, and shall yet regain 
That seat, and reign in Israel without end. 
Among the heathen, (for throughout the world 
To me is not unknown what hath been done 
Worthy* of memorial) canst thou not remember 
Quintius, Fabricius, Gurius, Regulus ? 
For I esteem those names of men so poor 447 

Who could do mighty things, and could contemn 
Riches though offer'd from the hand of kings. 
And what in me seems wanting, but that I 
May also in this poverty as soon 
Accomplish what they did, perhaps and more ? 
Extol not riches then, the toil of fools. 
The wise man's cumbrance, if not snare, more apt 
To slacken virtue, and abate her edge, 455 



dbyGoogk 



B. II.] PARADISE. REGAINED. 155 



Than prompt her to do ought may merit praise. 456 

What if with like aversion I reject 

Riches and realms ; yet not for that a crown. 

Golden in show^ is but a Wreath of thorns, 

Brin^ dangers^ troubles, cares, and sleepless nights 

To him who wears the regal diadem, 

When on his shoulders each man's burden lies ; 

For therein stands the office of a king, 

His honour^ virtue, merit, and chief praise, 4^4 

That for the public all this weight he bears. 

Yet he who reigns within himself, and rules 

Passions, desires, and fears, is more a king ; 

Which every wise and virtuous man attains : 

And who attains not, ill aspires to rule 

Cities of men, or headstrong multitudes, 

Subject himself to anarchy within. 

Or lawless passions in him which he serves. 47s 

But to guide nations in the way of truth 

By saving doctrine, and from errour lead 

To know, and knowing worship God aright. 

Is yet more kingly ; this attracts the soul, ' . 

Governs the inner man, the nobler part ; 

That other o'er the body only reigns, 

And oft by force, which to a generous mind 

So reigning can be no sincere delight. 48a 
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Besides to give a kingdom liath been thou^t 48 1 

Greater and nobler done» and to lay down 

Far more magnanimous^ than to assume. 

Riches are needless then, both for themselves^ 

And for thy reason why they should be sought. 

To gain a sceptre^ oftest better miss'd.'' 486 
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So spake tbe Son of God, and Satan stood i 

A while as mute confounded what to say, 
What to T^^r conftited and convinced 
Of his weak argaing, and fallacious drift ; 
At length collecting all his serpent wiles, 
With soothing words renew'd, him thus accosts. 
'' I see thou know'st what is of use to know, 
What best to say canst say, to do canst do ; 
Thy actions to thy words accord, thy words 9 

To thy large heart give uttenance due> thy heart 
Contains df good, wise, just, the perfect shape. 
Should kings and nations from ikj mouth consult. 
Thy counsel would be as the oracle 
Urim and Thummim> those oraculous gems 
On Aaron's breast; or tongue of seers old' 
bfallible : or wert thou sought to deeds 
That might require th' array of war, thy skill 17 
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Of conduct would be such, that all the world is 

Could not sustain thy prowess, or subsist 
In battle, though against thy few in arms. 
Tliese god-like virtues wherefore dost thou hide. 
Affecting private life, or more obscure 
In savage wilderness ? wherefore deprive 
All earth her wonder at thy acts, thyself 
Tlie fame and glory, glory the reward 
That sole excites to high attempts, the flame ^e 

Of most erected spiVits, most temper*d pute 
Ethereal, who all pleasures else despise. 
All treasurer and all gain esteem as dross. 
And dignities and pow'rs all but the behest ? 
Thy years are ripe, and ov6r-ripe ; the son 
Of Macedonian, Philip had ere these 
Won Asia, and the throne of Cyrus held 
At his dispose ; young Scipio had brought down 
The Carthaginian pride ; young Pompey quelFd ao 
The Pontic king, and in triumph had rode. 
Yet years, and to ripe years judgment mature^ 
Quench not the thirst of glory, but augment. 
Great Julius, whom now all the world admires^ 
The more he gi:ew in years, the more inflam'd 
With glory, wept that he had liv'd so long 
Inglorious : but thou yet art not too late." 
To whom our Saviour calmly thus reply'd. 4S 
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^^ Thou neither dost persuade me to seek weialth 44 
For empire's sake, oor empire to affect 
For glory's sake; by all thy argument. 
For what is glory but the blaze of fame. 
The people's prai^, if always praise unmjx'd ? 
And what the people but a herd confus'd, 
A miscellaneous rabble, who extol - 

Things Tulgar, and well weigh'd, scarce worth the 
praise? 5i 

They praise, and they admire they know not what, 
And know not whom, but as one leads the other; 
And what delight to be by such extoU'd, . 
To live upon their tongues and be their talk, 
Of whom to be dispraised were no small praise? 
His lot who dares be singularly good*- 
Th' intelligent among them and the wise 
Are few, and glory scarce of few is rais'd. 
This is true glory and renowi^, when God so 

Looking oH th* earth, with approbation marks 
The just man, and divulges him through Heaven 
To all his angels, who with true applause 
Recount his praises : thus he did to Job, 
Wheii to extend his fame through Heav'n and Earth,' 
As thou to thy reproach may'st well remember. 
He adc'd thee; \ Hast thou' seen my servant Job V 
Famous he was in'^Heav'n, on Earth less known ; 6s 
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Where glory is teiae glory, attributed 69 

To things not glorious^ men not worthy' of fame. 

They err who count it glorious to subdue 

By conquest fkr and wide, to over-run 

Large countries, and in field great battles win. 

Great cities by assault : what do these worthies, 

But rob and spoil, bum, slaughter, and inslave 

Peaceable nations, neighboring, or remote, 

Made captive, yet deserving freedom more 77 

Than those their conquerors, who leave behind 

Nothing but ruin wheresoever they rove. 

And all the flourishing works of peace destroy, 

Then swell with pride, and must be titled gods, 

Great Benefactors of mankind, deliverers, 

Worshipp'd witii temple, priest and sacrifice ; 

One is the son of Jove, of Mars the other; 

Till conqu'ror death discover them scarce men, 

Rolling in brutish vices, and deform^, s6 

Violent or shameful death their due reward. 

But if there be in glory ought of good, 

It may by means far different be attain'd 

Without ambition, war, or violence ; 

By deeds of peace, by wisdom eminent. 

By patience, temperance : I mention still 

Him whom thy wrongs with saintly patience borne* 

Made famous in a land and times obscure ; 94 
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Wbo names not now with honour patient Job ? 95 

Poor Socrates (who next more memorable ?) 

By what he taught and snffer'd for so doing. 

For truth's sake suffering death unjust« lives now 

Equal in fame to proudest conquerors* 

Yet if for fame and glory ought be done, 

Ought su£fer^d ; if young African for fame 

His warted country freed from Punio rage, 

Tlie deed becomes unprais'd, the man at least, los 

And loses, though but verbal, his reward. 

Shall I seek glory then, as vain men seek, 

Oft not deserved ? I seek not mine, but his 

Who sent me', and thereby witness whence I am." 

To whom the Tempter murm'ring thus reply'd. 
*^ Think not so slight of glory ; therein least 
Resembling thy great Father : he seeks glory. 
And for his glory all things made, all thmgs 
Orders -and governs ; nor content in Heaven its 
By all his angels glonfy'd, requires 
Glory from men, from all men good or bad. 
Wise or unwise, no difference, no exemption ; 
Above all sacrifice, or hallow'd gift 
Glory' he requhres, and glory he receives 
Promiscuous from all nations, Jew, or Greek, 
Or barbarous, nor exertion hath dedar'd ; 
From us his foes pronounc'd glory' he exacts/' 1 so 
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To whom our Saviour fervently repl/d. 1 2 1 

** And reason ; since his word all things pn>duc*d, 
Though chiefly not for glory as prime end. 
But to shew foith his goodness, and impart 
His good communicable to every soul 
Freely ; of whom what could he less expect 
Than glory' and benedictidni that iil thanks. 
The slightest, eaiiiesty readiest recompense 
From them who could return him nothing else, u» 
And not returning that would likeliest render 
Contempt instead, dishonour, obloquy ? 
Hard recomjpense, unsuitable retui^ 
For so much good, so much beneficence* 
But why should man sedc glory, who* of his dwu/ 
Hath nothing, and to whom nothing belongs 
But condemnation, ignominy*, and shame ? 
Who for so indtiy benefits received 
Tum*d recreant to God, ingrate and false, iss 

And so of all true good himself despoil'd. 
Yet, sacrilegious^ to himself would take 
That which to God alone of right belongs; 
Yet so much bounty is in God, such grftce,- 
That who advance his glory, not their own^ 
Them he himself to glory will advance.'* 

So spake the Son of God ; and here again - 
Satan had not to finsweri but stood struck us 
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Witli guilt of his own sin, for he himself 147 

Insatiable of glory had lost all. 

Yet of another plea bethought him soon. 

*^ Of glory^ as thou wilt/' said he, ** so deem/ 
Worth or not worth the seeking, let it pass : 
But to a kingdom thou art bom, ordain'd 
To sit upon thy father David's throne ; 
By mother's side thy father ; though thy right 
Be now in powerful hands, that will not part 1 55 
Easily from possession won with arms: 
Judea now and all the promis*d land, 
Reduc'd a province under Roman yoke. 
Obeys Tiberius; ilt)r is always rul'd 
With temp'rate sway; oft have they violated 
The temple, oft the law with foul affronts, 
Abominations rather, as did once 
Antiochus : and think'st thou to regain 
Thy right by sitting still or thus retiring ? 164 

So did not- Maccabeus: he indeed 
Retir'd unto the desert, but with arms ; 
And o'er a mighty king so oft prevail'd. 
That by strong* hand his family obtain'd, ^ 

Though priests, the crown, and David's throne usurp'd, 
With Modin and her suburbs once content. 
If kingdom move thee not, let move thee zeal 
And duty; zeal and -duty are not slow; in 
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But on occasiott's forelock watchful wait* 173 

They themselves rather are occasion best. 
Zeal of thy fiither^s house, duty to free 
Thy. country from h^ heathen senritude ; 
So shalt thou best fulfil, best venfy 
The prophets old, who sung thy endless reign ; 
The hi^pier reign the sooner it begins;. 
Reign then ; what canst thou better do the while ?" 
To whom our Saviour answer thus retum'd* isi 
*^ All things are best fulfilled in their due time. 
And time there is for all things, Truth hath said : 
If of my reign prophetic writ hath told. 
That it shall never end, so when begin 
The father in his purpose hath decreed^ 
He in whose hand all times and seasons roll. 
What if he hath decreed that I shall first 
Be try'd in humble state, and things adverse. 
By tribulations, injuries, insults* iso 

Contempts, and scorns, and snares, and violence, 
Su£fering, abstaining, quietly expecting. 
Without distrust or doubt, that he may know 
What I can suffer, how obey ? who best 
Can suffer, best can do ; best reign, who first 
Well hath obey'd; just trial ere I merit 
My exaltatimi without change or end* 
But what concerns it thee when I begin i98 



dbyGoogk 



B. III.] PAHADISB l^EOAINED. 167 



My everlasting kingdam, why art thou 199 

Solicitousy wlmt moves thy inquisiticm ? 
KnoVst thoa not that my rising is thy fall, 
And my promotion will be thy destruction?'* 
To whom the Tempter inly rack'd reply'd. 
** Let that come when it comes; all hope is lost 
Of my reception into grace ; what worse? 
For where no hope is left, is left no fear : 
If there be worse, the expectation more 307 

Of worse torments me than the feeling can. 
I would be at the worst ; worst is my port, 
My harbour and my ultimate repose, 
The end I would attain, my final good. 
My enour was my errour, and my crime 
My crime; whatever for itself condemned, 
And will alike be punish'd, whether thou 
Reign or reign not ; though to that gentle brow 
Willingly I could fly, and hope thy reign, si 9 

From that placid aspect and meek regard. 
Rather than aggravate my evil state. 
Would stand between me and thy Father's ire 
(Whose ire I dread more than the fire of Hell) 
A shelter and a kind of shading cool 
Interposition, as a summ^s cloud. 
If I then to the worst that can be haste, . 
Why move thy feet 10 slow to what is best, 994 
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Happiest both to thyself and all the world, 925 

That thou who worthiest art should'st be their king ? 

Perhaps thou linger'st in deep thoughts detain'd 

Of th* enterprise so hazardous and high ; 

No wonder, for though in thee be united 

What of perfection can in man befound. 

Or human nature can receive, consider 

Thy life hath yet been private, most part spent 

At home, scarce view*d the Galilean towns, 939 

And once a year Jerusalem, few days 

Short sojourn^ and what thence could'st thou obserre ? 

The world thou hast not seen, much less her glory. 

Empires, and monarchs, and their radiant courts, 

Best school of best experience, quickest insight 

In all things that to greatest actions lead. 

The wisest, unexperienced, will be ever 

Timorous and loath, with novice modesty, 

(As he who seeking asses found a kingdom) 942 

Irresolute, unhardy, unadvent'rous : 

But I will bring thee where thou soon shalt quit 

Those rudiments, and see before thine eyes 

The monarchies of th' earth, their pomp and state. 

Sufficient introduction to inform 

Thee, of thyself so apt, in regal arts. 

And regal mysteries, that thou may'st know 

How best their opposition to withstand.'^ sso 



dbyGoogk 



B. III.] PARADISE EEOAINED. 169 



With that (such pow'r was giv^n him then) he took 
The Son of God up to a mountain high. 95t 

It was a mountain at whose verdant feet 
A spacious plain out-stretch*d in circuit wide 
Lay pleasant ; from his side two rivers flow'd, 
Th' one windings th' other strait, and left between 
Fair champain with less rivers intervein'd, 
Then meeting join'd their tribute to the sea : 
Fertile of com the glebe, of oil and wine; ssa 

With herds the pastures throng'd, with flocks the hiUs ; 
Huge cities and high towr'd, that well might seem 
The seats of m^htiest monarchs, and so large 
Tlie prospect was, that here and there was room 
For barren desert fountainless and dry. 
To this high mountain top the Tempter brought 
Our Saviour, and new train of words began. 

** Well have we speeded, and o'er hill and dale. 
Forest and field and flood, temples and towers, 86S 
Cut shorter many a league ; here thou behold'st 
Assyria and her empire's ancient bounds, 
Araxes and the Caspian lake, thence on 
As far as Indus east, Euphrates west. 
And oft beyond ; to south the Persian bay. 
And inaccessible th' Arabian drouth : 
Here Nmeveh, ot length within her wall 
Several days journey, built by Ninus old, 87^ 
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Of that first golden monarchy die seat 277 

And seat of Salmanassar, whose success 

Israel in long captivity still mourns ; 

There Babylon, the wonder of all tongues. 

As ancient, but rebuilt by him who twice 

Judah and all thy father David's house 

Led captive, and Jerusalem laid waste,. 

Till Cyrus set them free; Persepplis 

His city there diou seest, and Bactra there ; 285 

£cbatana her structure vast there shows. 

And Hecatompylos her hundred gates ; 

There Susa by Choaspes, amber stream, 

The drink of none but kings ; of lat^ fame 

Built by Emathian, or by Parthian hands, - 

The great Seleocia, Nisibis, and there 

Artaxata, Teredon, Gtesiphon, 

Turning with easy eye thou may'st behold. 

All these the Parthian, now some ages past, S94 

By great Arsaces led, who founded first 

That empire, under his dominion holds, 

From the luxurious kings of Antioch won. 

And just in time thou com*st to have a ^ew 

Of his great pOw'r; for now the Paithisn king 

In Gtesiphon hath gathei/d all his host 

Against the ScythiaA, Irbose incursiiHis wild 

Have wasted Sogdiana^rtix her aid - sos 
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He marches now in haste ; see, though ftom far, aos 

His thousands, in what martial equipage 

They issue forth, steel bows, and shafts their arms 

Of equal dread in flight, or in pursuit ; 

AH horsemen, in which fight they most excel ; > 

See how in warlike muster they appear. 

In rhombs and wedges, and half^moons and wings.'' 

He look'd, and saw what numbers numberless 
The city gates out-pour'd, light armed troops 31 1 
In coats of mail and military pride ; 
In mail their horses clad, yet fleet and strong, 
Prauncing their riders bore, the flowV and choice 
Of many provinces from bound to bound ; 
From Arachosia, from Candaor east^ 
And Margiana to the Hyrcanian clifls 
Of Caucasus, and dark Iberian dales. 
From Atropa«a and the neighboring plains 
Of Adiabene, Media, and the south sto 

Of Susiana, to Balsara's haven. 
He saw them in their forms of battle rang*d^ 
How quick they wheel'd, and fl/ing behind them shot 
Sharp sleet of arrowy showers against the face 
Of their pm*suers, and overcame by fl^t ; 
The field all iron cast, a gleaming brown : 
Nor wanted clouds of foot^ nor on each hom 
Cuirassiers all in irteel fcr standing fi^t» asi 
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Chariots or elephants indorsed with towera 829 

Of areherSi nor of laboring pioneers 

A multitude with spades and axes ann'd 

To lay hills plain, fell woods, or valleys fill. 

Or where plain was raise hill, or overlay 

With bridges rivers proud, as with a yoke; 

Mules after these, camels and dromedaries. 

And waggons fraught with Utensils of war. 

Such forces met not, nor so wide a camp, ss? 

When Agrican with all his northern powers 

Besieg*d Albracca, as romances tell, 

The city* of Gallaphrone, from thence to win 

The fairest of her sex Angelica 

His daughter, sought by many prowest knights. 

Both Paynim, and the peers of Charlemain. 

Such and so numerous was their chivalry; 

At sight whereof the Fiend yet more presum'd. 

And to our Saviour thus his words renew'd. S4b' 

** That thou may'st know I seek not to engage 
Thy virtue, and not' every way secure 
On no slight grounds thy safety ; hear, and mark 
To what end I have brought thee hither and shown 
All this fair sight : thy kingdom though foretold 
By prophet or by angel, unless thou 
Endeavour, as thy father David did, 
Thou never shalt obtain ; prediction still 3S4 
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In all things, and all men, supposes means^ 355 

Without means us'dy what it predicts revokes. 

But say thou wert possess*d of David's throne 

By free consent of all, none opposite, 

Sam^tan or Jew ; how could'st thou hope 

Long to enjoy it quiet and secure. 

Between two such inclosing enemies 

Roman and Parthian ? therefore one of these 

Thou must make sure thy own, the Parthian first 36s 

By my advice, as nearer, and of late 

Found able by invasion to annoy 

Thy country', and captive lead away her kings 

Antigonus, and old Hyrcanus bound, 

Maugre the Roman : it shall be my task 

To render thee the Parthian at dispose ; 

Choose which thou wilt by conquest or by league* 

By him thou shalt regain, without him not. 

That which alone can truly reinstall thee 37% 

In David's royal seat, h^true successor,^ 

Deliverance of thy brethren, those ten tribes: 

Whose offspring in his territory yet seifve. 

In Habor, and among the Medes dispersed ; 

Ten sons of Jacob, two of Joseph lost 

llius long from Israel, serving as of old 

Their fathers in the land of Egypt serv'd, 

This ofier sets before thee to deliver.. ssa- 
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*fhe8e if fh)m servitude thou shalt restore ssi 

To their inheritance, then, nor till then. 
Thou on the throne of David in full glory, 
From Egypt to Euphrates and beyond 
Shalt reign, and Rome or Ceesar not need fear.** 
To whom our Saviour answer'd thus unmov'd. 
*^ Much ostentation vain of fleshly arm, 
And fragil arms, much instrument of war 
Long in preparing, soon to nothing brought, S89 
Before mine eyes thou' hast set ; and in my ear 
Vented much policy, and projects deep 
Of enemies, of aids, battles, and leagues, 
Plausible to the world, to me worth nought. 
Means I must use, thou say'st, prediction else 
Will unpredict and fail me of the throne : 
My time I told thee (and that time for thee 
Were better farthest off) is not yet come ; 897 

When that comes, think not thou to find me slack 
On my part ought endeavouring, or to need 
Thy politic maxims, or that cumbersome 
Luggage of war there shown me, argument 
Of human weakness rather than of strength. 
My brethren, as thou call'st them, those ten tribes 
I must deliver, if I mean to reign 
David's true heir, and his full sceptre sway 
To just extent over all Israel's sons ; 406 
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But whence to tbee this zeal, where was it then 407 

For Israel, or for David, or his throne. 

When thou stood'st up his tempter to the pride 

Of humb'ring Israel, which cost the lives 

Of threescore and ten thoussokl Israelites 

By three days' pestilence ? such was thy zeal 

To Israel then, the same that new to me.- 

As for those captive tribes, themselves were they 

Who wrought their own eaptivity, fell oflF 4V5 

From God to worship calves, the deities 

Of Egypt, Baal next and Ashtaroth, 

And all th' idolatries of Heathen round. 

Besides their other worse than heath'nish crimes ; 

Nor in the land of their captivity 

Humbled themselves, or penitent besought 

The God of their forefathers ; but so dy'd 

Impenitent, and left a race behind 

Like to themselves, distinguishable scarce 494 

From Gentiles, but by circumcision vain. 

And God with idols in their worship join'd. 

Should I of these the liberty regard. 

Who freed, as to their ancient patrimony, 

Unhumbled, unrepentant, unreform'd, 

Headlong would follow* ; and to their gods perhaps 

Of Bethel and of Dan ? no, let them serve 

Their enemies, who serve idols with God. 432 



dbyGoogk 



176 PARADISE KSGAIKSD^ [b. III. 



Yet he at length, time to himself best knowiii 43s 
Remembering Abraham, by some wond'rous call 
May bring them back repentant and sincerey 
And at their passing cleave th' Assyrian flood. 
While to their native land with joy they haste. 
As the Red Sea and Jordan once he cleft. 
When to the pipmis^d land their fathers pass'd ; 
To his due time and providence I leave them/' 
So spake Israel's true king, and to the Fiend 
Made answer meet, th^t made void all his wiles. 
So fares it when with truth falsehood contends. 44s 
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BOOK IV. 
Perplsx'd and troubled at his bad success i 

The Tempter stood^ nor had what to reply^ 
Discovered in his fraud, thrown from his hope 
So oft, and the persuasire rhetoric 
That sleek*d his tongue, and won so much on Eve, 
So little here, nay lost ; but Eve was Eve, 
This far his over-match, who, self-deceiv'd 
And rash, beforehand had no better weigh'd 
The strength he was to cope with, or his own : 9 
Bat as a man who had been matchless held 
In cunning, over-reach'd where least he thought. 
To salve his credit, and for very spite, 
Still will be tempting him who foils him still, 
And never cease, though to his shame the more ; 
Or as a swarm of flies in vintage time. 
About the wine-press where sweet must is pour*d. 
Beat off, returns as oft with humming sound ; 17 
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Or surging waves against a solid rock, is 

Though all to shivers dash'd, th' assault renew. 

Vain batt'ry, and in froth or bubbles end ; 

So Satan, whom repulse upon repulse 

Met ev^r, and to shameful ^ilence brought, 

Yet gives not o'er, though desp'rate of success. 

And his vain importunity pursues. 

He brought our Saviour to the western side 

Of that high mountain, whence he might behold 86 

Another plain^ long but in breadth not wide, 

Wash*d by the southern sea, and on the north 

To equal length back'd with a ridge of hills. 

That screened the fruits of th' earth and seats of men 

From cold Septentrion blasts, thence in^the midst 

Divided by a river, of whose banks 

On each side an imperial city stood. 

With tow'rs and temples proudly elevate 

On sev'n small hills, with palaces adom'd, as 

Porches and theatres, baths, aqueducts. 

Statues and trophies, and triumphal arcs, 

Gardens and groves presented to his eyes. 

Above the height of mountains interpos'd : 

By what strange parallax or optic skill • 

Of vision multiply'd through air, or glass 

Of telescope, were curious to inquire : 

And now the Tempter thus his silence broke, 43 
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** The city which thou seest no other deem 44 
Than great and glorious Rome, queen of tl)e earth 
So far renown*dy and with the spoils enrich'd 
Of nations ; there the capitol thou seest 
Above the rest lifting his stately head 
On the Tarpeian rock, her citadel 
Impregnable, and there mount Palatine, 
Th' imperial palace, compass huge, and high 
The structure, skill of noblest architects, 59 

Witjti gilded battlements, conspicuX)us far. 
Turrets and terraces^ and glitt'ring spires. 
Many a fair edifice besides^ more like 
Houses of gods, (so well I have dispo8*d 
My aery microscope) thou may'st behold 
Outside and inside both, pillars and roofs, 
Carv'd work, the hand of fam'd artificers 
In cedar, marble, ivory, or gold. 
Thence to the gates cast round thine eye, and see c 1 
What conflux issuing forth, or entVing in, 
Pretors, proconsuls to their provinces 
Hasting, oi^ on return, in robes of state ; 
Lictors and rods, the ensigns of their pow'c. 
Legions and cohorts, turms of horse and wings : 
Or embassies from regions far remote '' 

In various habits on the Appian road. 
Or on tV iEmilian, some from farthest south, «9 



u 

1 



dbyGoogk 



18^ PARADISE aEOAIVED. [b* TV^ 



Syene', andwhere the shadow both way falls, ra 

Meroe Nilotic isle, and more to west. 

The realm of Bocchus to the Black-moor sea; 

From th* Asian kings and Parthian among tiiese. 

From India and the golden Chersonese, 

And utmost Indian isle Taprobane, 

Dusk faces with white silken turbans wreath'd ; 

From Qallia, Gades, and the British west, 

Germans and Scythians, and Sarmatians north 7s 

Beyond Danubius to the Tauric pool.' » 

All nations now to Rome obedience pay. 

To Rome's gpreat emperor, whose wide domain 

In ample territory, wealth and power. 

Civility of manners, arts and arms. 

And long renown, thou justly ma/st prefer 

Before the Parthian ; these two thrones except. 

The rest are barb'rous, and scarce worth the sight, 

Shar'd among petty kings too far remov'd ; «7 

These having shown thee, I have shown thee all 

The kingdoms of the world, and all their glory. 

This emp*ror hath no son, and now is old, 

Old and lascivious, and from Rome retir'd 

To Capree an island small but strong 

On the Campanian shore, with purpose there 

His horrid lusts in private to enjoy, 

Committing to a wicked favourite 95 
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All public caiesy and yet of him suspicioas, 96* 

Hated of all, and hating ; with what ease, 
Indued with regal virtues as thou art, 
Appealing, and beginning noble deeds, 
Might'st thou expel this monster from his throne 
Now^ made a stye, and in his place ascending 
A victor people free from servile yoke ? 
And with my help thou may*st ; to me the power 
Is. giv'n, and by that right I give it thee. 104 

Aim therefore at no less than all the world. 
Aim at the high'est, without the high*est attained 
Will be for thee no sitting, or not long. 
On David's throne, be prophesy'd what will." 
To whom the Son of God unmov'd reply'd, 
1^* Nor doth this grandeur and majestic show 
Of luxury ,r.though call'd magnificence. 
More than of arms before, allure mine eye, ns 

Much less my mind ; though thou should'st add to tell 
Their Biimptuous gluttonies, and gorgeous feasts 
On citron tables or Atlantic stone, 
(For I have also heard, perhaps have read) 
Their wines of Setia, Gales, and Faleme, 
Chios, and Crete, and how they quaff in gold. 
Crystal and myrrhine cups imboss'd with, gems 
And studs of pearl, to me should'st tell who thirst 
And hunger still : then embassies thou show'st 121 
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From nations hi and nigh ; what honour that,, its 

Bat tedious waste of time to sit and hear 

So many hollow compliments and lies. 

Outlandish flatteries ? then proceed'st to talk 

Of th' emperor, how easily subdued. 

How gloriously; I shall, thou say*st, expel 

A brutish monster : what if I withal 

Expel a devil who first made him such ? 

Xiet his tormentor conscience find him out ; lao 

For him I was not sent, nor yet to free 

That people victor oncci, now vile and base, 

Deservedly made vassal, who once just, 

Frugal, and mild, and temp'rate, conquered well. 

But govern iU the nations under yoke. 

Peeling their provinces, exhausted all 

By lust and rapine ; first ambitious grown 

Of triumph, that insulting vanity ; 

Then cruel, by their sports to blood inur'd i9» 

Of fighting beasts, and men to beasts expos'd. 

Luxurious by their wealth, and greedier still. 

And from the daily scene effeminate. 

What wise and valiant man would seek to free 

These thus degenerate, by themselves inslav*d, 

Or could of inward slaves make outward free ? 

*Know therefore when my season comes to sit 

On David's throne, it shall be like- a tree. U7 
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Spreading and overshadowing all the earthy i48 

Or as a stone that shall to pieces dash 
All monarchies besides throughout the world. 
And of my kingdom there shall be no end : 
Means there shall be to this, but what the means, 
Is not for thee to know, nor me to tell." 

To whom the Tempter impudent reply'd, 
^' I see all offers, made by me how slight 
Thou vainest, because offered, and reject*st : 1 56 
Nothing will please the difficult and nice. 
Or nothing more than still to contradict : 
On th' other side know also thou, that I 
On what I offer set as high esteem. 
Nor what I part with mean to gire for nought ^ 
All these which in a moment thou behold'st, 
The kingdoms of the world to thee I give ; 
For giv'n to me, I give to whom I please, 
No trifle ; yet with this reserve, not else, i ffs 

On this condition, if thou wilt fall down, 
And worship me as thy superior lord, 
Easily done, and hold them all of me ; 
For what can less so great a gift deserve ?" 

Whom thus our Saviour answered with disdain.^ 
" I never lik'd thy talk, thy offers less. 
Now both abhor, since thou hast dar'd to utter 
Th* abominable terms, impious condition ; K9 
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But I endure the time, till which expir'd, 174 

Thou hast permission on me. It is written 

The first of all commandments. Thou shtdt wcMnhip. 

The Lord thy God,^and only him shalt serve ; 

And dar*st thou to the Son of God propound 

To worship thee accurs'd, now more accurs'd 

For this attempt bolder than that on Eyei, 

And more blasphemous ? which expect to rue. 

The kingdoms of the world to thee were given, iss 

Permitted rather, and by thee usurp'd ; 

Other donation none thou canst produce : 

If giv*n, by whom but by the king of kings, 

God over all supreme ? if giy'n to thee. 

By thee how fairly is the giver now 

Repaid? But gratitude in thee is lost 

Long since.. Wert thou so void of fear or shame. 

As offer them to me the Son of God, 

To me my own, on such abhorred pact, 191 

That I fall down and worship thee as God? 

Get thee behind me ; plain thou now appear'st 

That evil one, Satan for ever damn'd/' 

To whom the Fiend with fear abash'd reply'd. 
<< Be not so sore offended. Son of God, 
Though sons of God both angels are and men, 
If I to try whether in higher sort 
Than these thou bear'st that title, have proposed 199 
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What botE firom men and angds I receive, too 

Tetrarcbs of fire, air, flood, tind on the earth 

Nations besides from all the quarter'd winds, 

God of this world invoked and world beneath ; 

Who then thou art, whose coming is foretold 

To me so fatal, me it most concerns. 

The trial hath indamag'd thee no way. 

Rather more honour left and more estleem; 

Me nought advantaged, missing what I aimed. 90» 

Therefore let pass, as they are transitory. 

The kingdoms of this world ; I shall no more 

Advise thee ; gain them as thou canst, or not. 

And thou thyself seem'st otherwise inclin'd 

Than to a worldly crown, addicted more 

To contemplation and profound dispute. 

As by that early action may be judg'd. 

When slipping from thy mother's eye thou went'st 

Aloneinto the temple; there wast found sir 

Among the grayest rabbles disputant 

On points and questions fitting Moses chair^ 

Teaching not taught ; the childhood shows the man. 

As morning shows the day. Be famous then 

By wisdom ; as thy empire must extend, 

So let extend thy mind o'er all the world 

In knowledge, all things in it comprehend : 

Ati knowledge is not couch'd in Moses law, ««& 
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The Pentateuch, or what the prophets wrote ; 926 

The Gentiles also know, and write, and teach 

To admiration, led by nature's light; 

And with the Gentiles much thou must converse. 

Ruling them by persuasion as thou mean*st; 

Without their learning how wilt thou with them. 

Or they with thee hold conversation meet? 

How wilt thou reason with them, how refute 

Their idolisms, traditions, paradoxes ? 934 

Errour by his own arms is best evinc'd. 

Look once more ere we leave this specular mount 

Westward, much nearer by southwest, behold 

Where on the JE^an shore a city stands 

Built nobly, pure the air, and light the soil, 

Athens the eye of Greece, mother of arts 

And eloquence, native to famous wits 

Or hospitable, in her sweet recess, 

City' or suburban, studious walks and shades ; 243 

See there the olive grove of Academe, 

Plato's retirement, where the Attic bird 

Trills her thick- warbled notes the summer long; 

There flow'ry hill Hymettus with the sound 

Of bees industrious murmur oft invites 

To studious musing; there Ilissus rolls 

His v(hisp'ring stresun : within the walls then view 

The Sjchools of ancient sages ; his who bred 95 1 
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Great Alexander to subdue the world, s&2 

Lyceum there, and painted Stoa next: 

There thou shalt "hear and learn the secret power 

Of Harmony in tones and numbers hit 

By voice or hand, and various-measur'd verse, 

^olian charms and Dorian lyric odes. 

And his who gave them breath, but higher sung, 

Blind Melesigenes thence Homer call'd, 

Whose poem Phoebus challenged for his own. soo 

Thence what the lofty grave tragedians taught 

In chorus, or Iambic, teachers best 

Of moral prudence, with delight received 

In brief sententious precepts, while they treat 

Of fate, and chance, and change in human life ; 

High actions, and high passions best describing : 

Thence to the famous orators repair. 

Those ancient, whose resistless eloquence 

Wielded at will that fierce democratic, 269 

Shook th' arsenal and fulmin'd over Greece, 

To Macedon and Artaxerxes throne : 

To sage philosophy next lend thine e&r. 

From Heav'n descended to the low-rooft house 

Of Socrates ; see there his tenement, 

Whom well inspired the oracle pronounc'd 

Wisest of men ; from whose mouth issued forth 

Mellifluous stfeamsf that watered all the schools 97t 
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Of Aeademics old and new, with thoie 978 

Sumain'd Peripatetics^ and the sect 

Epicuiean, and the Stoic severe ; 

These here revolve, or, as thou lik'st, at home. 

Till time mature thee to a kingdom's weight ; 

These n^les will render thee a king complete 

Within thyself, much more with empire join'd.*' 

To whom our Saviour sagely thus reply'd. 
*' Think notbut that I know these things, orthink S86 
I know them not ; not therefore am I short 
Of knowing what I ought : he who receives 
Light from above, from the fountain of light. 
No other doctrine needs, though granted true ; 
But these are false, or little «lse but dreams. 
Conjectures, fancies, built on nothing firm. 
The first and wisest of them all profess'd 
To know this only, that he nothing knew; 
Th0 next to fabling fell and smooth conceits ; «95 
A third sort doubted all things, though plain sense ; 
Others in virtue plac'd felicity, 
But virtue join'd with riches and long life; 
In corporal pleasure he, and careless ease; 
The Stoic last in philosophic pride. 
By him call'd virtue ; and his virtuous man, 
Wise, perfect in himself, and all possessing, 
Bquals to God, oft shames not to prefer, sos 



• Digitized 



byGoogk 



M.-IV«]- PARADISE KBOAIITED. 191 



\e fearing, God nor man, contemning all 804 

Wealthy pleasure, pain or torment, death and life, 

Wbicli when, he lists, he leaves, or boasts he can, 

For all his tedious talk is but vain boast, 

Or siibtle shifts conviction to evade. 

Alas i vrhat can they teach, and not mislead. 

Ignorant of themselves, of God much more. 

And how the world began, and how man fell 

Degraded by himself, on grace depending? 312 

Much of the soul they talk, but all awry. 

And in themselves seek yirtue, and to themselves 

All glory arrogate, to God give none, 

Rather accuse him under usual names, 

¥ortune and Fate, as one regardless quite 

Of mortal things. Who therefore seeks in these 

True wisdom, finds her not, or by delusion 

Far worse, her false resemblance only meets. 

An empty cloud. However many books, .^21 

Wise men have said, are wearisome ; who reads 

Incessantly, and to his reading brings not 

A spirit and judgment equal or superior, 

(And what he brings, what needs he elsewhere seek ?) * 

Uncertain and unsettled still remains. 

Deep vers*d in books and shallow in himself. 

Crude or intpxicate, collecting ^toys, 

And trifles for choice matters,' worth a sjstinge ; 329 
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As children gathering pebbles on the shore.. sao 

Or if I would delight my private hours 

With music or with poem, where so soon 

As in our natiye language can I find 

That solace? All ^ur law and story strow'd 

With hymns, our psalms with artful terms inscribed. 

Our Hebrew songs and harps in Babylon, 

That plea8*d so well our victors ear, declare 

That ra^er Greece from us these arts deriv'd ; sss 

111 imitated, while lihey loudest sing 

The vices of their deities, and their own 

In fable, hymn, or song, so personating 

Th^ir gods ridiculous, and themselves past shame. ' 

Remove their swelling epithets thick laid 

As varnish on a harlot^s cheek, the rest. 

Thin sown with ought of profit or delight. 

Will far be found unworthy to compare 

With Sion's songs, to all true tastes excelling, 34? 

Where God is prais'd aright, and god-like men. 

The Holiest of Holies, and his Saints i 

Such are from God inspir'd, not such from thee. 

Unless where moral virtue is express*d 

By light of nature not in all quite loiU 

Their orators thou then extolFst, as those 

The top of eloquence, statists indeed, 

And lovers of their country, as may seem ; sbb 
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But herein to our prophets far beneath, 356 

As men divinely taught, and better teaching ^ 

The solid rules of civil government 

In their majestic unaffected style 

Than all the' oratory of Greece and Rome. 

In them is plainest taught, and easiest learnt. 

What makes a nation happy V and keeps it so, 

What ruins kingdoms, and lays cities flat ; 

These only with our law best form a king/' S64 

So spake the Son of God ; but Satan now 
Quite at a loss, for all his darts were spent. 
Thus to our Saviour with stem brow reply'd, 

*'. Since neither wealth nor honour, arms nor arts, 
Kingdom nor empire pleases thee, nor ought 
By me proposed in life contemplative. 
Or active, tended on by glory', or fame, 
What dost thou in this world ? the wilderness 
For thee is fittest place ; I found thee there, 37s 
And thither will return thee ; yet remember 
What rforetel thee, soon thou shalt have cause 
To wish thou never hadst rejected thus 
Nicely or cautiously my offer*d aid. 
Which would have set thee in short time with ease 
On David's throne, or throne of all thci world. 
Now at full age, fulness of time, thy season. 
When prophecies of thee are beat fulfill'd. asi 

YOU II. 1 3 
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Now contrary, if I read ought in Heaven, sss 

Or Heay'n write ought of fate, by what the stars 

Voluminous, or single characters. 

In their conjunction met, give me to spell, 

Sorrows, and labours, opposition, hate 

Attends thee, scorns, reproaches, injuries, 

Violence and stripes, and lastly cruel death ; 

A kingdom they portend thee, but what kingdom,^ 

Real or allegoric I discern not, s9o 

Nor when, eternal sure, as without end. 

Without begmning ; for no date prefix'd 

Directs me in the starry rubric set." 

So say'ing he took (for still he knew his power 
Not yet expir*d) and to the wilderness 
Brought back the Son of God, and left him there. 
Feigning to disappear. Darkness now rose. 
As day-Hght sunk, and brought in louring night 
Her shadowy offspring, unsubstantial both, 899 

Privation mere of light and absent day, 
Our Saviour meek and with untroubled mind 
After his aery jaunt, though hurried sore, 
Hungry and cold betook him to his rest, 
Wherever, under some concourse of shades. 
Whose branching arms thick intertwined migh shield 
From dews and damps of night his sheltered head 
But shdter'd slept in vain, for at his head 407 
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The Tempter watch'dy and soon with ugly dreams 408 

Distorb'd his sleep; and either tropic now 

'Gan thunder, and both ends of Heav'n, the clouds 

From many a horrid rift abortive pour'd 

Fierce rain with lightning mix'd, water with fire 

In ruin reconcil'd : nor slept the winds 

Within their stony caves, but rush'd abroad 

From the four hinges of the world, and fell 

On the vex'd wilderness, whose tallest pines, 4i6 

Though rooted deep as high, and sturdiest oalfis 

Bow'd their stiff necks, loaden with stormy blasts, 

Or torn up sheer : ill wast thou shrouded then, 

patient Son of God, yet only stood*st 

Unshaken ; nor yet stay'd the terrour there. 

Infernal ghosts, and Hellish furies, round 

Environed thee, some howl'dysome yelFd, some shrieked , 

Some bent at thee their fiery darts, while thou 

Sat'st unappaird in calm and sinless peace. 485 

Thus pass'd the night so foul, till morning fair 

Came forth with pilgrim steps in amice grey, 

Who with her radiant finger still'd the roar 

Of thunder, chas'd the clouds, and laid the winds, 

And grisly spectres^ which the Fiend had raised 

To tempt the Son of God with terrours dire. 

And now the sun with more effectual beams 

Had cheer'd the face of earth, and diy'd the wet 4S8 
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From drooping plant, ordropping tree ; the birds^ 434 

Who all things now behold more fresh and green. 

After a night of storm so ruinous, 

Clear*d up their choicest notes in bush and spray 

To gratulate the sweet return of mom ; 

Nor yet amidst this joy and brightest mom 

Was absent, after all his mischief done. 

The prince! of darkness, glad would also seem 

Of this fair change, and to our Saviour came, 442 

Yet with no new device, they all were spent. 

Rather by this his last affront resolv*d, 

Desp'rate of better course, to vent his rage. 

And mad despite to be so oft repell'd. 

Him walking on a sunny hill he found, 

Back'd on the north and west by a thick wood; 

Out of the wood he starts in wonted shape. 

And in a careless mood thus to him said. 

*^ Fair morning yet betides thee. Son of God, 451 
After a dismal night; I heard the wrack 
As earth and sky would mingle ; but myself 
• Wasdistant ; and these flaws, though mortals fearthem 
As dang'rous to the pillar*d frame of Heaven, 
Or to the earth's dark basis underneath. 
Are to the main as inconsiderable. 
And harmless, if not wholesome, as a sneeze 
To mkn's less universe, and soon are gohe; I59 
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Y^t as being oilt times noxious where thej light 460 

On man, beast, plant, wasteful and turbulent. 

Like turbulences in th* affairs of men. 

Over whose heads they roar, and seem to point, ' 

They oft fore-signify and threaten ill: ' 

This tempest at this desert most was bent; 

Of men at thee, for only thou here dwell'st* 

Did I not tell thee, if thou didst reject 

The perfect season offer'd with my aid 46a 

To win thy destin*d seat, but wilt prolong 

AH to the push of fate, pursue thy way 

Of gaining David's throne no man knows when. 

For both the when and how is no where told, 

Thou shalt be what thou art ordain'd, no doubt; 

For Angels have proclaim*d it, but concealing 

The time and means : each act is rightliest done. 

Not when it must, but when it may be best. 

If thou observe not this, be sure to find, 477 

What I foretold thee, many a hard assay 

Of dang^, and adversities, and pains. 

Ere thou of Israels sceptre get fast hold ; 

Whereof this ominous night that clos'd thee round,. 

So many terrours, voices, prodigies 

May ivam thee, as a sure fote-going sign/' 

So talk'd he, while the Son of God went on 
And stay'd jiot, but in brief him answer*d thus^ 4S5 
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^* Me worse than wet thou find'st not ; other hann 
Those terrours which thou speak'st of, did me none; 
I never fear'd they could, though noising loud 488 
And threat'ning nigh ; what they can do as signs' 
Betokening, or ill boding, I contemn 
As false portents, not sent from God, but thee; 
Who knowing I shall reign past thy preventiiigy 
Obtrud'st thy ofFer'd aid, that I accepting 
At least might seem to hold all pow'r of thee, 494 
Ambitious spi*rit, and would*st be thought my Gk>d, 
And storm'st refus'd, thinking to terrify 
Me to thy will ; desist, thou art discem'd 
And toil'st in vain, nor roe in vain molest." 

To whom the Fiend, nowswoin with rage, reply'd. 
** Then hear, O Son of Davui, virgin-bom ; 
For Son of God to me is* yet in doubt: 
Of the Messiah I have heard foretold 
By all the prophets ; of thy birth at length 508 

Announc'd by Gabriel with the first I knew, 
And of th' angelic song in Bethlehem field. 
On thy birth-night, that sung thee Saviour bom. 
From that time seldom have I ceas'd to eye 
Thy infancy, thy childhood, and thy youth. 
Thy manhood last, though yet in private bred ; 
* Till at the ford of Jordan whither all . 
Flock'd to the Baptist, I among the vest, 511 
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Though not to be baptiz'd, by voice from Heayen sis 

Heard thee profiounc*d the Son of God beloved. 

Thenceforth I thought thee worth my nearer view 

And narrower scrutiny, that I might learn 

In what degree or meaning thou art call'd 

The Son of God, which bears no single sense ; 

The Son of God I also am, or was. 

And if I was, I am ; relation stands ; 

All men are sons of God ; yet thee I thought 590 

In some respect far higher so declared. 

Therefore I watch'd thy footsteps from that hour, 

And follow'd thee still on to this waste wild; 

Where by all best conjectures I collect 

Thou art to me my fatal enemy. 

Good reason then, if I before-hand seek 

To understand my adversary, who 

And what he is; his wisdom, pow'r, intent; 

By pari, or composition, truce, or league 5^9 

To win him, or win from him what I can. 

And opportunity I here have had 

To try thee, sift thee, and confess have found thee 

Proof against all temptation, as a rock 

Of adamant, and as a centre, firm. 

To the utmost of mere man both wise and good. 

Not more ; for honoursi riches, kingdoms, glory. 

Have been bef(»e contemn'd, and may again : 537 
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Therefore to know what more thou art than man,. 53 s 
Worth naming Son of God by voice from Heav'n, 
Another method I must now begin/' 

So say'ing he caught him up, and without wing 
Of hippogrif bore through the air sublime 
Over the wilderness and o*er the plain ; 
Till underneath them fair Jerusalem, 
The holy city lifted high her towers, 
And higher yet the glorious temple reared ^46 

Her pile, far off appearing like a mount 
Of alabaster, topt with golden spires : 
There on the highest pinnacle he set 
The Son of God, and added thus in scorn. 

^* There stand, if thou wilt stand ; to stand upright 
Will ask thee skill ; I to thy Father's house 
Have brought thee', and highest plac'd, highest is best, 
Now show thy progeny ; if not to stand, 
Cast thyself down ; safely, if Son of God : 555 

For it is written, He will give command 
Concerning thee to his angels, in their hands 
They shall uplift thee, lest at any time 
Thou chance to dash thy foot against a stone.'^ 

To whom thus Jesus ; " Also it is written, 
Tempt not the Lord thy God : he said, and stood :'" 
But Satan smitten with amazement felL 
As when earth's son Anteeus (to compare 563 
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Small things with greatest) in Irassa strove 564 

With Jove's Alcides, and oft fpil'd still rose^ 

Receiving from hisHiother earth new strength. 

Fresh from his fall, and fiercer grapple join'd^ 

Throttled at length in th* air, expir*d and fell; 

So after many a foil the Tempter proud. 

Renewing fresh assaults, amidst his pride 

Fell whence he stood to see his victor fall. 

And as that Theban monster that propos*d 572 

Her riddle', and him, who solv'd it not, devoured, 

That once found out and solv'd, for grief and spite 

Cast herself headlong from th.' Ismenian steep ; 

So struck with dread and anguish fell the Fiend, 

And to his crew, that sat consulting, brought 

Joyless triumphals of his hop'd success, 

Ruin, and desperation, and dismay, 

Who durst so proudly tempt the Son of God, 

So Satan fell ; and straight a fiery globe 5gi 

Of angels on full sail of wing'flew nigh. 

Who on their plumy vans received him soft 

From his uneasy station, and up bore 

As on a floating couch through the blithe air, 

Then in a flow'ry valley .set him down 

On a green bank, and set before him spread 

A table of celestial food, divine. 

Ambrosial fruits, fetch'd from the tree of life^ bt9 
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And from the fount of life ambrosial drink, 590 

That soon refrerii'd him wearied, and repaired 
What hunger, if ought hunger had impair'd. 
Or thirst ; and as he fed, angelic quires 
Sung heav'nly anthems of his victory 
Over temptation, and the Tempter proud. 

True image of the Father, whether thron*d 
In the bosom of bliss, and light of light 
Conceiving, or remote from Heav'n, inshrin'd 599 
In fleshly tabernacle, and human form, 
Wand'ring the wilderness, whatever place. 
Habit, or state, or motion, still expressing 
The Son of God, with godlike force indued 
Agamst th* attempter of thy Father's throne. 
And thief of Paradise ; him long of old 
Thou didst debel, and down from Heaven cast 
With all his army, now thou hast aveng'd 
Supplanted Adam, and by. vanquishing 607 

Temptation, hast regain'd lost Paradise ; 
And frustrated the conquest. fraudulent: 
He never more henceforth will dare set foot 
In Paradise to tempt; his snares are broke : 
For though that seat of earthly bliss be fail*d, 
A fairer Paradise is founded now 
For Adam and his chosen sons, whom thou 
A Saviour art come down to reina^l ^i^ 
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Where they shall dwell secure, when time shall be, 6\6 

Of Tempter and temptation without fear. 

But thouy infernal Serpent, shalt not long 

Rule in the clouds ; like an autumnal star 

Or lightning thou shalt fall from Heav n, trod down 

Under his feet : for proof, ere this thou feel'st 

Thy wound, yet not thy last and deadliest wound, 

By this repulse receiv*d, and hold'st in Hell 

No triumph ; in all her gates Abaddon jues * $34 

Thy bold attempt; hereafter learn with awe 

To dread the Son of God : he all unarm'd 

Shall chace thee with the terrour of his voice 

From thy demoniac holds, possession foul, 

Thee and thy legions ; yelling they shall fly, 

And beg to hide them in a herd of swine, 

Lest he command them down into the deep 

Bound, and to torment sent before their time. 6j»f 

Hail Son of the Most High, heir of both worlds, 

Queller of Satan, on thy glorious work 

Now enter, and begin to save mankind. 

Thus they the Son of God our Saviour meek 
Sung victor, and from heav'nly feast refresh'd 
Brought on his way with joy ;. he unobserv'd 
Home to his mother's house private retum'd. . G39 
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SAMSON AGONISTES. 

AUGUMENT. 

Samson inade captive, blind, and now in the prison at Gaza, 
there to labour as in a common workhouse, on a festival day, 
in the general cessation from labour, comes forth into the 
open air, to a place nigh, somewhat retired, there to sit a 
while and bemoan his condition. Where he happens at length 
to be visited by certain friends and equals of his tribe, which 
make the Chorus, who seek to comfort him what they can ; 
then by his old father Manoah, who endeavours the like, and 
withal tells him his purpose to procure his liberty by ransom ', 
lastly, that this feast was proclaimed by the Philistine^ as a 
day of thanksgiving for their deliverance from the hands of 
Samson, which yet more troubles him. Manoah then departs 
to prosecute his endeavour with the Fhilistian lords for 
SamBon*s redemption ; who in the mean while is visited by 
other persons ; and lastly by a public officer to require his 
coming to the feast before the lords and people, to play or 
shoxnr his strength in their presence ; he at first refuses, dis- 
missing the public officer with absolute denial to come ; at 
length persuaded inwardly that this was from God, he yields 
to go along with him, who came now the second time with 
great threatenings to fetch him : the Chorus yet remaining on 
the place, Manoah returns full of joyful hope, to procure ere 
long his son's deliverance : in the midst of which discourse 
an Hebrew comes in haste, confusedly at first, and afterwards 
more distinctly relating the catastrophe, what Samson had 
done to the Philistines, and by accident to himself .3 where- 
with &e tragedy ends. 
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THE PERSONS. 

SAMSON. 

MANOAH, THE FATHER OF SAMSON. 

DALILA, HIS WIFE. 

HARAPHA OF GATH. 

PUBLIC OFFICER. 

MESSENGER. 

CHORUS OF DANITES. 



THE SCENE BEFORE THE PRISON IN GAZA* 
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SAMSON AGONISTES. 



A DRAMATIC POEM. 



TRAO<EOIA EST IMITATIO ACTI0NI8 BSBIJE, ETC. PER UISE- 
RICORDIAM £T METUM PERFICIBM8 TAT.ZUM AFFECTUUM 
LVSTRATIONEM 

Aristot. Puet. cap. 6. 
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OF THAT SORT OF DRAMATIC POEM 

WHICH IS CALLED T&AOEDT. 



TRAO£i>^Ty as it was anciently composed, hath been 
ever held the grayest, moralest, and most profitable 
of all other poems: therefore said by Aristotle to be 
of power by raising pity and fear, or terrour, to purge 
the mind of those and such like passions, that is^ to 
temper and reduce them to just measure with a kind 
of delight, stirred up by reading or seeing those pas- 
sions well imitated. Nor is Nature wanting in her 
own e£^ts to make good his assertion : for sp in 
physic things of melancholic hue and quality ate 
used against melancholy, sour against sour, salt to 
Temove salt humours. Hence philosophers and other 
gravest writers, as Cicero^ Plutarch, and others, fre- 
quently cite out of tragic poets, both to adorn and 
illustrate their discourse. The apostle Paiil himself 
thought it not unworthy to insert a verse of Euripides 
into the text of Holy Scripture, 1 Cor. xv. S3 ; and 
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Pareeus commenting on the Revelation^ divides the 
whole book as a tragedy, into acts distinguished each 
by a chorus of heavenly harpings and song between. 
Heretofore men in highest dignity have laboured not 
a little to be thought able to compose a tragedy. Of 
that honour Dionysius the elder was no less ambi- 
tious, than before of his attaining to the tyranny. 
Augustus Ceesar also had begun his Ajax ; but un- 
able to please his own judgment with what he had 
begun, left it unfinished. Seneca the philosopher is 
by some thought the author of those tragedies (at 
least the best of them) that go under that name. 
Gregory Nazianzen, a father of the church, thought 
it not unbeseeming the sanctity of his person to write 
a tragedy, which is entitled Christ SuflTering. This 
is mentioned to vindicate tragedy from the small 
esteem, or rather infamy, which in the account of 
many it undergoes at this day with other common 
interludes; happening through the poets errour of 
intermixing comic stuff with tragic sadness and 
gravity; or introducmg trivial and vulgar persons, 
whicl), by all judicious hath been counted absurd; 
and brought in without discretion, corruptly to gra- 
tify the people. And though ancient tragedy use no 
prologue,.yet using sometimes,in case of self-defence, 
or explanation, that which Martial calls an epistle ; 
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in behalf of this tnigedy comiog forth aftet the 
ancient mannery mtieh difierent firom what among us 
passes for best, thus much before hand may be 
epistled; that chortis is here introduced after the 
Gredc manner^ not ancient only but modem, 'and 
still m us^ among the Italiasa* In the modelling 
therefore of this poem, with good reason, the an- 
cients and Italians are rather followed, as of much 
more authority and fame. The measure of verse 
used in the chorus is of all sorts, called by the 
Greeks Monostrophic, or rather Apolelymenon, 
without regard liad to Strophe, Antistrophe or Epod, 
which were a kind of stanzas framed only for the 
music, then used with the chorus that sung; not 
essential to the poem, and therefore not material ; 
or being divided into stanzas or pauses, they may be 
called Allseostropha. Division into act and scene 
referring chiefly to the stage (to which this work 
never was intended) is here omitted. 

It suffices if the whole drama be found not pro- 
duced beyond the fifth act. Of the style and uni- 
formity, and that commonly called the plot, whether' 
intricate or explicit, which is nothing indeed but 
such economy or disposition of the fable as may 
stand best with verisimilitude and decorum ; they 
only wiU best judge who are not unacquainted with 

VOL. n. 14 
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.^schylusy Sophocles, and Euripides, the three tragic 
poets unequalled yet by any, and the best rule to all 
who endeavour to write tragedy. The circumscrip^ 
tion of time, wherein the whole drama begins and 
ends, is according to ancient rule, and best example, 
within the space of twenty-four hours. 
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SAMSON AGONISTES. 

ARGUMENT. 

Samson made captive, blind, and now in the prison at Gaza, 
there to labour as in a common workhouse, on a festival day, 
in the general cessation from labour, comes forth into the 
open air, to a place nigh, somewhat retired, there to sit a 
while and bemoan his condition. Where he happens at length 
to be visited by certain Mends and equals of his tribe, which 
make the Chorus, who seek to comfort him what they can ; 
then by his old father Manoah, who endeavours the like, and 
withal tells him his purpose' to procure his liberty by ransom ; 
lastly, that this feast was proclaimed by the Philistines. as a 
day of thanksgiving for tlieir deliverance from the hands of 
Samson, which yet more troubles him. Manoah then departs 
to prosecute his endeavour with the Philistian lords for 
Samson's redemption; who in the mean while it. visited by 
other persons; and lastly by a public officer to require his 
coming to the feast before the lords and people, to play or 
show his strength in their presence; he at first refuses, dis- 
missing the public oflker with absolute denial to come ; at 
length persuaded inwardly that this was from God, he yields 
to go along with him, whd camd now the second time with 
great threatenings to fetch him: the Chorus yet remaining on 
the place, Manoah returns full of joyful hope, to procure ere 
long his son's deliverance : in the midst of which discourse 
an Hebrew comes in haste, confusedly at first, and afterwards 
more distinctly relating the catastrophe, what Samson had 
done to the Philistines, and by accident to himself; where- 
with the tragedy ends. 
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THE PERSONS^ 

SAMSOH. 

JIAMOAH9 THE FATBKa OF ftAMSOK. 

DALILA, HIS WlFB. 

HARAPBA OF OATH. 

PUBLIC OFFICER. 

MESSENGER. 

CHORUS OF bAltlTES. 



THE SCENE SEFORE THE PRISON IN GAZA. 
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•AMSOV. 

A LiTTLX oQTrard leii^ tk; iguidiog hand 
To these daik fteftt^ a IiIQq limber pi»; 
For yonder bank JiathditiKeiOf.jnuioc . 

There I am wont to «t» when tvoLyehnice' 
Relieves me from my.rtadt of scrrile. toil» 
Daily* in the/eammon priacm eke iis^cmi'd me. 
Where I a prisoner, chain'd, scarce finely d|»w 
The air impriscm'd also, dose, and damp, 
•.Unwholesome draught: but here I leel ameitdlb 
The breath of Heav'n fresh blowipg, pure and swei^. 
With day-springboiB; here leave me to reqpire. 
This day a solemn feast itbe people hold 
To Dagon their sea^idol, and foibid 
Laborious w(Mks ; unwillingly this rest 
Their superstition yields me; hence with leave 
Retiring from the popular noise, I seek 
This unfrequented place to find some .ease, 
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Ease to the body some, none to the mind 

From restless thoughts, that like a deadly swarm 

Of hamets arm'd, no sooner found alone, 

But rush upon me thronging, and present 

Times past, what once I was, and what am now. 

O wherefore was my birth fi-om Heav'n foretold 

Twice by an angel, who at last in sight 

Of both my parents all in flames ascended 

From off the altar, where an offering bum*d. 

As in a fiery column charipiing 

His godUke presence, and from some great act 

Or benefit reveal'd to Abraham's race ? 

Why was my breeding order'd and prescribed 

As of a person separate to God,< 

Designed for great exploits ; if I must die 

Betra/d, captiv'd, and both my eyes put out, 

Made of my enemies the scorn and gaze ; 

To grind in brazen fetters under task 

With this Heav'n-gifted strength? O glorious 8treng:th 

Put to the labour of a beast, debasM 

Lower than bondslave ! Promise was that I 

Should Israel from Philistian yoke deliver; 

Ask for this great deliverer now, and find him 

Eyeless in Gaza at the mill with slaves. 

Himself in bonds under Philistian yoke : 

Yet stay, let me not rashly csdl iq doubt 
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Divine |>rediction ; what if all foretold 
Had been fulfilled but through mine own default. 
Whom have I to complain of but myself? 
Who this high gift of strength committed to me. 
In what part lodg'd, how easily bereft me, 
Under the seal of silence could not keep^ 
But weakly to a woman must reveal it,. 
O'ercome with importunity and tears. 
impotence of mind, in body strong I . 
But what is strength without a double share 
Of wisdom, vast, unwieldy, burdensome, 
Proudly secure, yet liable to fall 
By weakest subtleties, not made to rule. 
But to observe where wisdom bears command ! 
God, when he gave me strength, to show withal^ 
How slight the gift was, hung it in my hair. 
But peace, I must not quarrel with the will 
Of highest dispensation, which herein 
Haply had ends above my reach to know: 
Suffices that to me strength is my bane. 
And proves the source of all my miseries t 
So many, and so huge, that esiph apart 
Would ask a life to wail, but chief of all, 
loss of sight, of thee I most complain ! 
Blind among enemies, O worse than chains^ 
Dungeon, or beggary, or decrepit age I 
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Light the prime wcnk of God to me' is extincty 

And all her various objects of deliglrt 

AnnuU'd, whidi might ih fiait my fast hv?e eas'd. 

Inferior to the vilest now beeomi^ 

Of man or worm; the vilest here .excel me. 

They creep, yet see, I dark in light expos'd 

To daily fraud, contempt, abuse^ fOid wiong. 

Within doors, or without^ stHl as .a fixil, 

In pow'r of others, nevertia my own ; . . 

Scarce half I seem to live, dead moro than half. 

O dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of noon. 

Irrecoverably dark, total eclipse 

Without all hope of day I 

O first created Beam, and thou great Word, 

Let there be lig^, and. light was ovcar all; 

Why am I thus bms/d thy prime decree? 

The sun to me is chok . 

And silent as the moon, . 

When she deserts the night 

Hid in her vacaot int^ liinar cave. 

Smce light so necessary is to life, 

And ahnost life itself, if it be true 

That light is in the soul. 

She all in every part; why was the si^ 

To such a tender ball as th' eye confinM^ 

So obvious and so easy to be quench'd ? 
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And not as feeling through all parts diSvm'd, 
That she might look at will through evtery ixMre? 
Then had I not been thus exil'd .fiom lights 
As in the land of darkness yet in light, 
To live a life half dead, a living dieath. 
And bury*d ; but O yet more miserable 1 
Myself say ai^ulchre, a movmg grave, 
Bury'd, yet not exempt 

By i^vil^ge of death and burial 

From worst of other evils, pains, and wrongs, 

But made hereby obnoxious moie 

To all the miseries of life. 

Life in captivity 

Among inhuman foes* ' 

But who are these ? for with joint pace I hear 

The tread of many feet, steering this way; 

Perhaps my enemies who come to staie 

At my affliction, and perhaps t' insult. 

Their daily .{mbctice ta afflict me more. 

CHO&US. 

This, this is he ; softly a while, 
Let us not break in upon him; 
chai^ beyond report^ thought, or belief ! 
See how he lies at random, cturdessly diffused, 
With languish*d h^ unpnqA, 
As one past hope, abandoned, 
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And by himself given over; 
In slavish habit, ill-fitted weeds 
O'er-wom and fioil'd; 

Or do my eyes misrepresent? Can this be he. 
That heroic, that renownM, 
Irresistible Samson? whom unarm'd 
No strength of man, or fiercest wild beast could with- 
stand; 
Who tore the lion, as the Hon tears the kid^ 
Ran on imbattl'diumies cjad in iron. 
And weaponless himself, 
Made arms ridiculous, useless the forgery 
Of brazen shield and spear, the hammered cuirass, 
Chalybean tempered steel, and frock of mail 
Adamantean proof; 
But safest he who stood aloof , 
When insupportably his foot advanc*d. 
In scorn of their proud arms and warlike tools, 
SpumM them to death by troops. The bold Ascalonite 
Fled from his lion ramp,, old warriors tum'd 
Their plated backs under his heel; 
Or groveling soil*d their, crested hehnets in the dust 
Then with what trivial weapon came to hand. 
The jaw of a dead ass, hi& sword of bone, 
A thousand foreskins fell, the fiow'r of Palestine^ 
In Ramath-lechi famous to this day. , 
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Then by main force pull'd up^ and on his ehoulders 

bore 
The gates of Azza, post, and massy bar. 
Up to the hill by Hebron, seat of giants old, 
No joiimey of a sabbath-day, and loaded so; 
Like whom the Gentiles feign to bear up Heaven. 
Which shall I first bewail^ 
Thy bondage or lost sight. 
Prison within prison 
Inseparably dark? 

Thou art become (O worst imprisonment !) 
The dungeon of thyself; thy 30ul 
(Which men enjoying sight oft without cause com- 
plain) 
Imprison'd now indeed, 
In real darkness of the body dwdls, 
Shut up from outward light 
T* incorporate with giobmy night; 
For inward light alas 
Puts forth no visual beam. 
O mirrour of our fickle state^ 
Since man on earth unpaiallell*d ! 
The rarer thy example stands^ 
By how much from the top of wond'rous glory. 
Strongest of mortal men^ 
To lowest pitch of abject fortune thou art fall'n. 
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For him I reckon not in high estate 

Whom long descent of birth 

Or the sphere of fortune raisers 

But thee whose strength^ while virtue was her mate. 

Might have subdued the earthy 

Uniyersally crown'd with highest praises. 

SAMSOK. 

I hear the sound of words, their sense the air 
Dissolves unjomted ere4t reach my ear. 

CHORUS. 

He speaks, let u^ draw nigh. Matchless in might. 
The glory late of Israel, now the grief; 
We come thy friends and neighbours oot^nnknown 
From Eshtaol and Zora's fruitful vale 
To visit or bewail thee, or if b(9tter« * 
Counsel or consoIatioQ we may .brings . 
Salve to thy sores; apt words have poVr to swage 
The tumours of a troubled mind. 
And are as bafan to fester*d wounds. 

SAMSOV. 

Your coming, friends, revives Bie, for I learn 
Now of my own experience, not by talk. 
How counterfeit a com they axe who friends 
Bear in their superscription, (of the most 
I would be understood) in prosperous days 
They swarm, but in advorse withdmw their head, 
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Not to be found, though sought. Ye see, O friends. 

How many evils have indos'd me round ; 

Yet that which was the worst now least afflicts me, 

Blindness, for had I sight, confus'd with shame, 

How could I once look up, or heave the head. 

Who like a foolish pilot have shipwrack'd 

My vessel trusted to me from above. 

Gloriously rigg'd ; and for a word, a tear. 

Fool, have divulg'd the secret gift of God 

To a deceitfid woman ? tell me, friends. 

Am I not sung and proverb'd for a fool 

In every street? do &ey not say, how well 

Are come upon him his deserts ? yet why ? 

Immeasurable sti*ength they might behold 

In me, of wisdom nothing more than mean ; 

This with the other shduld, at least, have pair'd,^ 

These two proportion'd ill drove me transverse. 

C90RUS. 

Tax not divine disposal ; wisest mefi 
Have err'd, and by bad women beeil deceived ; 
And shall again, pretend they ne'er so wise. 
Deject not then so overmudi thyself, 
Who hast of sorrow thy full load besides ; 
Yet truth to say, I oft havd heard men wonder 
Why thou shouldst wed Philislian women rather 
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tlian of thine own tribe faireir , or a» fair^ 
At least of thy own nation^ and as noble. ' 

SAHSOV. 

The first I saw at Timna, and she pleased 
Me, not my parents, that I souglit to wed 
The daughter of an infidel : they knew not 
That what I motion'd was of God ; I knew 
From intimate impulse, and therefore urg*d 
The marriage on ; that by occasion hence 
I might begin Israel's deliverance. 
The work to which I was divinely call'd. 
She proving false^ the next I took to wife 
(O that I never had! fond wish too late,) 
Was in the vale of Sorec, Dalila, 
That spacious monster, my accomplished snare. 
I thought it lawful from my former act» 
And the same end ; still watching to oppress 
Israel's oppressors : of what now I suffer 
She was not the prime cause, but I myself^ 
Who vanquished with a peal of words (O weakness f) 
Gave up my fort of silence to a woman. 

CHORUS. 

In seeking just occasion to provoke 
The Philistine,, thy country's enemy j^ 
Thou never wast remiss^ I bear thee witness : 
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Yet Israel still serves with all his sons. 

SAMSON. 

That fault I take not on me, but transfer 
On Israel's govemorsi and heads of tribes. 
Who seeing those great acts, which God had done 
Singly by me against their conquerors, 
Acknowledg'd not, or not at all consider'd 
Deliverance offer'd : I on th' other side 
Us'd no ambition to commend my deeds, * 
The deeds themselves, though mute, spoke loud th^ 

doer; 
But they persisted deaf, and would not seem 
To count them things worth notice, till at length 
Their lords the Philistines with gather'd pow'rs 
Entered Judea seeking^ me, who then 
Safe to the rock of Etham wBJi retir'd. 
Not flying, but forecasting in what place 
To set upon them, what advantag'd best : 
Mean while the men of Judah, to prevent 
The harass of their land^ beset me round ; 
I willingly on some conditions came 
Into their hands, and they as gladly yield me 
To the uncircumcis'd a welcome prey. 
Bound with two cords ; but cords to me were thieads 
Touch'd with the flame : on their whole host I flew 
Unarmed, and with a trivial weapon fell'd 
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Their choicest youth ; they only liv'd who. fled« 
Had Judah that day join*d» or one whole tribe, 
They had by this possessed the tow'rs of Gath, 
And lorded over them whom now they serve : 
But what more oft in nations grown corrupt, 
And by their vices brought to servitude. 
Than to love bondage more than liberty, 
Bondage with ease than strenuous liberty ; 
And to despise, or envy, or suspect 
Whom Ood hath of his special favour rais'd 
As their deliverer ; if he ought begin. 
How frequent to desert him, and at last 
To heap ingmtitnde on worthiest deeds ? 

CHORUS. 

Thy words to my remembrance brmg 
How Succoth and the fort of Penud 
Their great deliverer contemn'd, 
The matchless Oi4^n in pursuit 
Of Midian and her vanquish'd kings : 
And how ungrateful Ephraifii ' 
Had dealt with Jephtha, who by argument, 
Not worse than by his shield at>d spear^ 
Defended Israel frosa the Amtnouite^ 
Had not his prowess qudl'd theit prid^ 
In thtt sore battle, wheti so mmy dy'd 
Without reprieve adjudg'd 10 deatb^ 
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For want of weU pronouncing Shibboleth/ 

SAMSON. . 

Of such examples add me to the roll. 
Me easily indeed mine inay neglect^ 
But God*s proposed deliverance not so. 

CHORUS. ' 

Just are the ways of God, 
And justifiable to men ; 
Unless there be who think not God at all: 
If any be, they walk obscure ; 
For of such doctrine never was there school, 
But the heart of the fool, 
And no man therein' doctor but himself. 

Yet more thereibavidio doubt his ways not ju8t> 
As to his own edicts fouiid contradicting, 
Then give the reins to wand'ring thought, 
Regardless of his glory *s diminution ; 
"fill by their own perplexities involved 
They ravel more, still less resolv'd. 
But never find self-satisfying solution. 

As if they would confine th* Interminable, 
And tie him to his own prescript, 
Who made our laws to bind lis, not himself. 
And hath full right to' exempt 
Whom so it pleases him by choice 
From national obstriction, witiibut taint 

▼OL.II. . 15 
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Of sin, or legal debt ; 

For with his own laws he can best dispense. 

He would not else^ who never wanted means. 

Nor in respect of th' enemy just cause 

To set his people free. 

Have prompted this heroic Nazarite, 

Against his vow of strictest purity* 

To seek in marriage that fallacious bride, 

Unclean^ unchaste. 

Down reason then, at least vain reasonings down. 
Though reason here aver 
That moral verdict quits her of undean : 
Unchaste was subsequent, her stab not his. 

But see here comes thy reverend sire 
With careful step, locks white as down. 
Old Manoah : advise 
Forthwith how thou ougbtst to receivehim. 

SAMSON* 

Aye me, another inward grief awak'd 
With mention of that name renews th' assault* 

MANOAH. 

Brethren and men of Dan, for such ye seem, 
Though in this uncouth place ; if old respect, 
As I suppose, tow'ards your once gloiy*d friend, 
My Son now captive, hither hath informed 
Your younger feet, while mine cast back with age 
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Came lag^g after ; say if fae be here. 

CHOBUS. 

As signal now in low dejected state. 
As erst in high'est, behold him where he lies. 

MANOAH. 

O miserable change ! is this the man, 
That invincible Samson, far renown'd. 
The dread of Israel's foes, who with a strength 
Equivalent to Angels walk'd their streets, 
None offering fight ; who single combatant 
Duell'd their armies rank'd in proud array, 
Himself an army, now unequal match 
To save himself against a coward arm'd 
At one spear's length. O ever failing trust 
In mortal strength ! and oh what not in man 
Deceivable and veun ? Nay what thing good 
Pray'd for, but often proves our woe, our bane ? 
I pra/d for children, and thought barrenness 
In wedlock a reproach ; I gained a son. 
And such a son as all men hail'd me happy ; 
Who would be now a father in my stead ? 
wherefore did God grant me my request, 
And as a blessing with such pomp adom'd ? 
Why are his gifts desirable, to tempt 
Our earnest prayers, then giv*n with solemn hand 
As graces, draw a scorpion's tail behind ? 
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For this did th' Angel twice descend? for this 
Ordain'd thy nurture holy, as of a plant 
Select, and sacred, glorious for a while. 
The miracle of men; then in an hour 
Insnar'd, assaulted, overcome, led bound. 
Thy foes derision, captive, poor and blind. 
Into a dungeon thrust, to work with slaves ? 
Alas methinks wliom God hath chosen once 
To worthiest. deeds, if he through frailty err, 
He should not so overwhelm, and as a thrall 
Subject him to so foul indignities. 
Be it but for honour*s sake of former deeds, 

SAMSON. 

Appoint not heav'nly disposition, Father ; 
Nothing of all these evils hath befall'n me 
But justly ; 1 myself have brought them on, 
Sole author I, sole cause : if ought seem vile, 
As vile hath been my folly, who' have profan'd 
The mystery of God giv^ me under pledge 
Of vow, and have betray'd it to a woman, 
A Canaanite, my faithless enemy. 
This well 1 knew, nor was at all surprised. 
But wam'd by oft experience : did not she 
.Of Timna first betray me, and reveal 
The secret wrested from me in her height 
Of nuptial love profess'd, carrying it strai^t 
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To them who had corrupted her, my spies. 

And rivals? la this other was there found 

M^ore faith, who also in her prime of love, 

Spousal embraces, vitiated with gold. 

Though offer'd only, by the scent conceiv'd 

Her spurious first-born, treason against me ? 

Thrice she assay'd with flattering pray'rs and sighs^ 

And amorous reproaches, to win from me / 

My capital secret, in what part my strength 

Lay stor'd, in what part summ'd, that she might know ; 

Thrice I deluded her, and tum'd to sport 

Her imjportunity , each time percervihg ..i 

How openly, and with what impudence » 

She purpos'd to betray me, and (which was worse 

Than undissembled hate) with what contempt 

She sought to make me traitor to myself; 

Yet the fourth time, when mustering all her wiles, 

With blandished parlies, feminine assaults, 

Tongue-battieries, she surceas'd not day nor night 

To storm me over-watch'd, and weary'd out, 

At times when men seek most repose and rest, 

I yielded, and unlocked her all my heart, 

Who with a grain of manhood well resohr'd 

Might easily have shook off all her snares: 

But foul effeminacy held me yok'd 

Her bond-slave ; O indignity, O blot 
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To honour and religion ! seirile mind 
Rewarded well with servile punishment I 
The base degree to which I now am fall'n. 
These rags^ this grinding is not yet so base 
As was my former servitude^ ignoble. 
Unmanly, ignominious, infamous. 
True slavery, and that blindness worse than this. 
That saw not how degenerately I senr'd. 

MA NOAH. 

I cannot praise thy marriage choices, Son, 
Rc^er approved them not ; but thou didst plead 
Divine impulsion prompting how thou might'st 
Find some occasion to infest our foes. 
I state not that ; this I am sure, our foes 
Found soon occasion thereby to make thee 
Their captive, and their triumph ; thou the sooner 
Temptation found'st, or ^ver-potent charms 
To violate the sacred trust of silence 
Deposited within thee ; which to' have kept 
Tacit, was in thy pow'r : true ; and thou bear'st 
Enough, and more, the burden of that fault ; 
Bitterly hast thou paid, and still art paying 
That rigid score. A worse thing yet remains, 
This day the Philistines a popular feast 
Here celebrate in Qaza; and proclaim 
Great pomp, and sacrifice, and praises loud 
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To Dagoiiy as their God who hath deliver'd 
Tliee, Samson, bound and blind into their hands, 
Tbem out of thine, vho slew'st them many a slain. 
So Dagon shall be magnify'd, and God, 
besides whom is no God, compared with idols, 
£>isglorify'd^ bla8phem*d, and had in scorn 
3y the idolatrous rout amidst their wine ; , 
"Which to have come to pass by means of thee, 
Samson, of all thy nifPenngs think the heaviest, 
Of all reproach the most with shame that ever 
Could have befalFn thee and thy father's house. 

SAMSON* 

Father, I do acknowledge. and confi^u 
That I this honour, I this pomp have brou^t 
To Dagon, and advanc*d his praises high 
Among the Heathen round; to God have brought 
Dishonour, obloquy, and op'd the mouths 
Of idolists, and atheists ; have brought scandal 
To Israel, diffidence of God, and doubt 
In feeble hearts, propense enough before 
To waver, or fall off and join with. idols; 
Which is my chief affliction, shame, and sorrow, 
The anguish of my soul, that suffers not 
Mine eye to harbour sleep, or thoughts to rest. 
This only hope te^ves me, that the strife 
With me haih end ; all the cont^t is now 
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Twixt God. and Dagon ; Dajgon hath presmn'd. 
Me overthrown, to enter lists with God, 
His deity comparing.and preferring 
Before the God of Abraham He, be sure^ 
Will not connive, or linger, thus provok'd, 
But will arise and his great name assert : 
Dagon must stoop, and shall ere long receive 
Such a discomfit, as shall quite dispoil him 
Of aU these boasted trophies won on me, 
And with confusion blank his worshippers. 

MAKOAH. 

With cause this hope relieves thee, and these words 
I as a prophecy receive; for God, 
Nothing more certain, will not long defer 
To vindicate the glory of his name 
Against all competition, nor will long 
Indure it doubtful whether (jod be Lord, 
Or Dagon. But for thee what shall be done? 
Thou must not in the mean while here forgot . 
Lie in this miserable loathsome plight 
Neglected. I already have made way 
To some Philistian lords, with whom to treat 
About thy ransom : well they may by this 
Have satisfy *d their utmost of revenge 
By pains and slaveries, worse than death inflicted 
On thee, who now no more canst do them harm. 
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. SiLMSOV. 

Spare that proposal, Father, spare the trouble 
Of that solicitation ; let me here, 
As 1 deserve, pay on my. punishment; 
And expiate, if possible, my crime. 
Shameful garrulity. To have reveal'd 
Secrets of men, the secrets of a friend, 
HoMT heinous had the fact been, how deserving- 
Contempt, and scorn of all, to be excluded 
All' friendship, and avoided as a blab. 
The mark of fool set on his front ? 
But I God*s counsel have not kept, his .holy secret 
Presumptuously have publi8h*d, impiously, 
Weakly at least, and shamefully : a sin ; 
That Gentiles in their parables condemn 
To their abyss and horrid pains confin'd. 

MANOAH. 

Be penitent and for thy fault contrite, 
But act not in thy own affliction. Son ; 
Repent the sin, but if the punishment • 
Thou canst avoid, self-preservation bids ; 
Or th' execution leave to high disposal. 
And let another hand, not thine, exact 
Thy penal forfeit from thyself; perhaps 
God will relent, and quit thee all his Hebt ; 
Who ever more approves and more accepts 
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(Best pleasM with bumble' and filial submission) 
Him wbo imploring mercy sues for life^ 
Than who self-rigorous chooses death as due ; 
Which argues over-just, and self-displeas'd 
For self-o£Pencey more than for God offended. 
Reject not then what offer'd means who knows 
But God hath set before us, to return thee 
Home to thy country and his sacred house. 
Where thou may'st bring thy offerings, to avert 
His further ire, with pray'rs and vows renew'd ? 

SAMSOir. 

His pardon I implore ; but as for life, 
To what end should I seek it? When in strength 
All mortals I excell'd, and great in hopes 
With youthful courage and magnanimous Ihoughts 
Of birth from Heav'n foretold and high exploits, 
, Full of divine instinct, aftjer some proof 
Of acts indeed heroic, far beyond 
The sons of Anak, famous now and blaz'd, 
Fearless of danger, like a petty God 
I walk'd about admir'd of all and dreaded 
On hostile ground, none daring my affront. 
Then swoll'n with pride into the snare I fell 
Of fair, fallacious looks, venereal trains, 
Soften'd with pleasure and voluptuous life ; 
At length to lay my head and hallowed pledge 
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Of all my stren^ in the lascivious lap 
Of a deceitful concubine, who shore me 
Like a tame wether, all my precious fleece, 
Then tum'd me out ridiculous, dispoil'd, 
Shav'n, an^ disarmed among mine enemies. 

CHORUS. 

Desire of wine and all delicious drinks. 
Which many a famous warrior overturns, 
Thou couldst repress, nor did the dancing ruby 
Sparkling, out-pour'd, the flavour, or the smelly 
Or taste that cheers the heart of Oods and men, 
Allure thee from the cool crystalline stream. 

SAMSOir. 

Wherever fountain or fresh current flow'd 
Against the eastern ray, translucent, pure 
With touch ethereal of Heav'n's fiery rod, 
I drank, from the clear milky juice allaying 
Thirst, and refresh'd ; nor envy'd them the grape 
Whose heads that turbulent liquor fills with fumes. 

CHORUS. 

O madness, to think use of strongest wines 
And strongest drinks our chief support of health, 
When Grod with these forbidd'en made choice to rear 
His mighty champion, strong above compare, 
Whose drink was only from the liquid brook. 
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SAMSON. 

But what avaird this temp'rance, not complete 
Against another object more enticing ? 
What boots it at one gate to make defence. 
And at another to let in the foe^ 
Effeminately vanquished? by which means, 
Nowblind,dishearten*d, sham'd, dishonour'd, quell'd, 
To what can I be useful, wherein serve 
My nation, and the work from Heav'n impos*d, 
But to sit idle on the household hearth, 
A burd'nous drone ;' to visitants, a gaze. 
Or pity'd object; these redundant locks 
Robustious to no purpose clust'ring down. 
Vain monument of strength ; till length of years 
And sedentary numbness craze my limbs 
To a contemptible old age obscure ? 
Here rather let me drudge and earn my breads 
Till vermin or the draff of servile food 
Consume me, and oft-invocated death 
Hasten the welcome end of all my pains. 

MANOAH* 

Wilt thou then serve the Philistines with that gift 
Which was expressly giv'n thee to annoy them? 
Better ^t home lie bed -rid, not only idle. 
Inglorious, nnemplby'd, with age outworn. 
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But Qod who caused a fountain at thy prayer 
From the dry ground to spring, thy thirst t' allay 
After the hrunt of battle, can as easy 
Cause light again within thy eyes to spring, 
Wherewith to serve him better than thou hast ; 
And I pei-suade me so ; why else this strength 
Miraculous yet remaining in those lockis ? 
His might continues in thee not for nought^ 
Nor shall his wondrous gifts be frustrate thus. 

SAMSON. 

All Otherwise to me my thoughts portend, 
That these dark orbs no more shall treat with light, 
Nor th' other light of life continue long. 
But yield to double darkness nigh at hand : 
So much 1 feel my genial spirits droop, 
My hopes all flat, nature within me seems 
In all her functions weary of herself. 
My race of glory run, and race of shame, 
And I shall shortly be with them that rest. 

MANOAH. 

Believe not these suggestions which proceed 
From anguish of the mipd and humours black. 
That mingle with thy fancy. I however 
Must not omit a father's timely care 
To prosecute the.means of thy deliverance 
By ransom, or. how else : mean while be calm^ 



dbyGoogk 



^38 SAXSOK ACOKIStSS. 



And healingwoids from these thy friends admit. 

SAMSOK. 

O that torment should not be confin'd 
To the body's wounds and sores. 
With maladies innumerable 
In hearty head, breast, and reins; 
But must secret passage find 
To th' inmost mind, 
There exercise all his fierce accidents, 
And on her purer spirits prey, 
As on entrails, joints, and limbs, . 

With answerable pains, but more intense. 
Though void of corporal sense. 

My griefs not only pain me 
As a lingering disease. 
But finding no redress, ferment and rage, 
Nor less than wounds immedicable 
Rankle, and fester, and gangrene. 
To black mortification. 

Thoughts my tormentors arm'd with deadly stings 
Mangle my apprehensive tenderest parts. 
Exasperate, exulcerate, and raise 
Dire inflammation, which no cooling herb 
Or medicinal liquor can assuage, 
Nor breath of vernal air from snowy Alp. 
Sleep hath forsook and giv'n me o'er 



dbyGoogk 



BAMSOir XOON18TES. 239 



To death's benumming opium as my only cure : 
Thence faintmgs, swoonings of despair^ 
And sense of Heav'n's desertion. 

I was his nursling once and choice delight, 
His destin'd from the womb. 
Promised by heay'nly message twice descending. 
Under his special eye 
Abstemious I grew up and thrived amain ; 
He led me on to mightiest deeds 
Above the nerve of mortal arm 
Against th' imcircumcis'd, our enemies : 
But now hath cast me off as. never known, 
And to those cruel.enemies^ 
Whom I by his appointment had provok'dy 
Left me all helpless with th' irreparable loss 
Of sight, reserved alive to be repeated 
The subject of their cruelty or scorn. 
Nor am I in the list of them that hope; 
Hopeless are all my evils, all remediless; 
This one prayer yet r^nains, might I be beard, 
No long petition, speedy death. 
The close of all my miseries, and the balm. 
CHoaus. 
Many are the sayings of the wise 
In ancient and in modem books imolFd, 
Extolling patience as the truest fortitude ; 



dbyGoogk 



MO SAMSOK AOONISTE!;. 



And to the bearing well of all calamitiefl^ 

AH chances incident to man's frail life, 

Consolatories writ . 

With study 'd arg^ument, and much persuasion sought 

Lenient of grief and anxious thought : 

But with th* afflicted in his pangs their sound 

Little prevails, or rather seems a tune 

Harsh, and of dissohant mood from his' complaint; 

Unless he feel within 

Some source of consolation from above, ' 

Secret refreshings, that repair his strength, 

And fainting spirits uphold. 

God of our fathers, what is man ! 
That thou low'ards him with hand so various,. 
Or might I say contrariOus, 
Temper'st thy providence through his short eourse, 
Not ev'nly, as thou ruFst 
Th' angelic orders and inferior creatures mute, 
Irrational and brute. 

Nor do I name of men the common rout. 
That wand'ring loose about 
Grow up and perish, as the summer file, 
Heads without name no more remembered, 
But such as thou hast solemnly elected. 
With gifts and graces eminently adom'd ' 
To some great work, thy glory, 
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And people's safety, which in part they' effect : 

Yet toward these thus dignify'd, thou oft 

Amidst their height of noon 

Changestthy count'nancey and thy hand with no regard 

Of highest favours past 

From thee on them, or them to thee of service. 

Nor only dost degrade them, or remit 
To life obscur*d, which were a fair dismission, 
But'throw'st them lower than thou didst exalt them 

Unseemly falls in human eye. 
Too grievous for the trespass or omission ; 
Oft leav'st them to the hostile sword 
Of Heathen* iind profane, their carcases 
To dogs and fowls a prey, or else captiv'd; 
Or to th' unjust tribunals^ under change of times. 
And condemnation of th' ungrateful multitude. 
If these they scape, perhaps in poverty 
With sickness and disease thou bow'st them down, 
Painful diseases and deform'd, 
In crude old age; 

Though not disordinate, yet causeless suffering 
The punishment of dissolute days : in fine. 
Just or unjust alike seem miserable, 
For oft alike both come to evil end. 
So deal not with this once thy glorious champion, 

VOL. II. 16 
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The image of thy strength, and mighty minister. 
What do I beg? how hast thou dealt already ? 
Behold liim in this state calamitous, and ttim 
His labours, for thou canst, to peaceful end. 

But who is this, what thing of sea or land ? 
Female of sex it seems^ 
That so bedeck'd, ornate, and gay. 
Comes this way sailing 
Like a stately ship 
Of Tarsus, bound for th' iles 
Of Javan or Gadire 

With all her bravery on, and tackte trim. 
Sails fiird, and streamers waving. 
Courted by all the winds that hold them play. 
An amber scent of odorous perfume 
Her harbinger, a damsel train behind ; 
Some rich Philistian matron she may seem. 
And now at nearer view, no other certain 
Than ;Dalila thy Wife. 

SAMSON.i 

My Wife, my Traitress^ let her not come near me. 
CHoaus. 

Yet on she moves, now stands and eyes thee fix d, 
About t' have spoke, but now, with head d^hn'd 
Like a fair flow'r siircharg'd with dew, she weeps, 
And words addressed seem into tears dissolv*d, 
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Wetting the borders of her silken veil : 
But now again she makes address to speak. 

DALILA. 

With doubtful feet and wavering resolution 
I came, still dreading thy displeasure, Samson, 
Which to have merited, without excuse, 
I cannot but acknowledge ; yet if tears 
May expiate (though the fact more evil drew 
In the perverse event than I foresaw) 
My penance hath not slacken'd, though my pardon 
No way assur'd. But conjugal affection 
Prevailing over fear, and tifnorous doubt, 
Hath led me on desirous to behold 
Once more thy face, and know of thy estate, 
If ought in my ability may serve 
-To lighten what thou sufFer'st, and appease 
Thy mind with what amends is in my power, 
Though late, yet in some part to recompense 
My rash but more unfortunate misdeed. 

SAMSON. 

Out, out Hyeena ; these are thy wonted arts, 
And arts of every woman false like thee, 
To break all faith, all vows, deceive, betray. 
Then as repentant to submit, beseech. 
And reconcilement move with feign'd remorse, 
^nfess, and promise wonders in her change. 
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Not truly penitent, but chief to try 
Het husband, how far urg'd his patience bears. 
His virtue or weakness which way to assail : 
Then with more cautious and instructed skill 
Again transgresses, and again submits ; 
That wisest and best men full oft beguil'd, 
With goodness principled not to reject 
The penitent, but ever to forgive, 
Are drawn to wear out miserable days, 
Intangled with a pois*nous bosom snake, 
If not by quick destruction soon cut off 
As I by thee, to ages an example. 

' DALILA. 

Yet hear me, Samson ; not that I endeavour 
To lessen or extenuate my offence, 
But that on th* other side if it be weigh'd 
By' itself, with a^ravations not surcharged, 
Or else with just •allowance counterpois'd, 
I may, if possible, thy pardon find 
The easier towards me, or thy hatred less. 
First granting, as I do, it was a weakness 
In me, but incident to all our sex. 
Curiosity, inquisitive, importune 
Of secrets, then with like infirmity 
To publish them, both common female faults: 
Was it not weakness also to make known 
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For importunity, that is for nought, 

Wherein consisted all thy strength and safety? 

To what I did thou show*dst me first the way. 

But I to enemies revealed,. and' should not: 

Nor should'st thou have trusted that to woman's frailty : 

Ere I, to thee, thou to thyself wast cruel. 

Let weakness then with weakness come to parle 

So near related, or the same of kind, 

Thine forgive mine ; that men may censure thine 

The gentler, if severely thou exact not 

More strength from me, than in thyself was found. 

And what if love, which thou interpret'st hate, 

The jealousy of love, pow'rful of swiay 

In human hearts, nor less in mine tow'rds thee. 

Caused what I did ? I saw thee mutable 

Of fancy, fear'd lest one day thou would'st leave me 

As her at Timna, sought by all means therefore 

How to indear, and hold thee to me firmest : 

No better way I saw than by importuning 

To learn thy secrets, get into my power 

The key of strength and safety : thou wilt say,. 

Why then reveal'd ? I was assured by those 

Who tempted me, that nothing was designed 

Against thee but safe custody, and hold : 

That made for me ; I knew that liberty 

Would draw thee forth to perilous enterprises, 
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While I at home sat full of cares and fears^ 

Wailing thy absence in my widow'd bed ; 

Here I should still enjoy thee day and night 

Mine and love's prisoner, not the Philistines^ 

Whole to myself, unhazarded abroad. 

Fearless at home of partners in my love. 

These reasons in love's law have past for good. 

Though fond and reasonless to some perhaps ; 

And love hath oft, well meaning, wrought much woe. 

Yet always pity' or pardon hath obtained. 

Be not unlike all others, not austere 

As thou art strong, inflexiUe as steeL 

If thou in strength all moitals dost exceed. 

In uncompassionate anger do not so. 

SAMSON. 

How cunningly the sorceress displays 
Her own transgressions, to upbraid me mine ? 
That malice not repentance brought thee hither. 
By this appears : I gave, thou say*st, th' example, 
I led the way ; bitter reproach, but true ; 
I to myself was fiedse ere thou to me ; 
Such pardon therefore as I give my folly. 
Take to thy wicked deed ; which when thou seest 
Impartial, self-severe, inexorable. 
Thou wilt renounce thy seeking, and much rather 
Confess it feigned : weakxuess is thy excuse, 
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And I believe it, weakness to resist 
Philistian gold : if weakness may excuse. 
What murderer, what traitor, parricide, 
Incestuous, sacrilegious, but may plead it? 
All wickedness is weakness : that plea therefore 
With God or Man will gain thee no remission. 
But love constrain*d thee; call it furious rage 
To satisfy thy lust: love seeks to' have love; 
My love how could*st thou hope, who took'st the way 
^o raise in me inexpiable hate. 
Knowing, as needs I must, by thee betray*d ? 
In vain thou striv'st to cover shame with shame, 
, Or by evasions thy crime uncover'st more. : 

BALILA. 

Since thou determin'st weakness for no plea 
In man or woman, though to thy own condeioajiing. 
Hear what assaults I had, what snares besides. 
What sieges girt me round, ere I consented ; 
Which might have aw'd the best resolv'd of men, 
The constantesty to* have yielded without blame, 
U was not gold, as to my chai^ thou lay'st^ • 
That wrought with me : thou know'st the magistrates 
And princes of my country catne in person. 
Solicited, conmi^ded, threaten'dy urg'd* 
Adjur'd by all the bonds of civil duty 
And of religion^ press'd how just it was, 
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How honourable, how glorious to entrap 

A common enemy, who had destroyed 

Such numbers of our nation : and the priest 

Was not behind, but ever at my ear, 

Preaching how meritorious with the Gods 

It would be to insnalre an irreligious 

Dishonourer of Dagon : what had I 

To* oppose against such pow'rful arguments ? 

Only my love of thee held long debate, 

And combated in silence all these reasons 

With hard contest : at length that grounded maxim 

So rife and celebrated in the mouths 

Of wisest men, that to die public good 

Private respects must yield, with grave authority 

Took full possession of me and prevailed ; 

Virtue, as I thought, truth, duty so injoining. 

SAMSON. 

I thought where all thy circling wiles would end ; 
In feign'd religion, smooth hypocrisy. 
But had thy love, still odiously pretended. 
Been, as it otight, sincere, it would have taught thee 
Far other rej^onings, brought forth other de^s. 
I before all the daughters of my tribe 
And of my nation chose thee from among 
My enemies, lov'd thee, as too well thou knew*st, 
Too well, unbosom'd all my secrets to thee, 
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Not out of levity, but overpower'd 

By thy request, who could deny thee nothing ; 

Yet now am judg'd aa enemy. Why then 

Didst thou at first receive me for thy husband, 

Then, as since then, thy country's foe profess'd ? 

Being once a wife, for me thou wast to leave 

Parents and country ; nor was I their subject. 

Nor under their protection but my own. 

Thou mine, not their's : if ought against my life 

Thy country sought of thee, it sought unjustly, 

Against the law of nature, law of nations, 

No more thy country, but an unpious crew ' 

Of men conspiring to uphold their state 

By worse than hostile deeds, violating the ends 

For which our country is a name so dear ; 

Not therefore to be* obey'd. But zeal mov'd thee ; 

To please thy Gods thou didst it : Grods unable 

T' acquit themselves and prosecute their foes 

But by ungodly deeds, the contradiction 

Of their own deity, Gods cannot be ; 

Less therefore to be pleas'd, obey'd, or fear'd. 

These false pretexts and vamish'd colours failing, 

Bare in thy guilt how foul must thou appear ? 

DALILA. 

Ill argument with men a woman ever 
Goes by the worse, whatever be her cause. 
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SAMSON . 

For want of words no doubty or lack of breath ; 
Witness when I was worried with tky peals. 

DALILA. 

I was a fooly too rash> and quite mistaken 
In what I thought would have succeeded best. 
Let me obtain forgiveness of thee, SaJDisoDy 
Afford me place to show what recompjense 
Tow'rds thee I intend for what I have misdone. 
Misguided ; only what remains past cure 
Bear not too sensibly, nor still insist 
T afflict thyself in vain : though sight be lost. 
Life yet hath many solaces, enjoy'd 
Where other senses want not their delights 
At home in leisure and domestic ease, 
Exempt from many a care and chance, to which 
Eye-sight exposes daily men abroad. 
I to the lords will int^x^e, not doubling 
Their favourable ear^ that I may fetch thee 
From forth this loathscme prison-house, to abide 
With me, where my redoubled love and care 
Witji nursing diligence, to me glad office, 
May ever tend alsout thee tp old age 
With all things grateful cheer'd, and so supply'd 
That what by me thou' hast lost thou least shalt miss. 
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SAHSOK. 

No, no, of my concUtion take no care ; 
It fits not ; thou and I long since are twain ; 
Nor think me so unwary or accurs'd, 
To bring my feet s^ain into the snare 
Wliere once I have been caught; I know ihy trains 
Thougli dearly to my cost, thy gins, and toils ; 
Thy fair inchanted cup, and warbling charms 
No more on me have pow'r, their force is nuU'd, 
So much pf adder*s wisdom I have leam'd 
To fence my ear against thy sorceries. 
If in my flower of youth and strength, when all men 
Lov'd, honoured, fear-d me, thou alone coukl'st hate 

me 
Thy husband, slight me, sell me* and forego me ; 
How wouldst thou use me now, blind, and thereby 
Deceivable, in most things as a child 
Helpless, thrice easily contemn'd, and scom'd. 
And last neglected ? How wouldst thou insult, 
When I must live uxorious to thy will 
In perfect thraldom, how again betray me, 
Bearing my words and 4oing to the lords 
To gloss upon, and ^ensuring, frown or smile? 
This jail I count the house of liberty 
To thine, whose doors my feet shall never enter. 
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DALI.LA. 

Let me approach at least, and touch thy hand. . 

SAMSOM. 

Not for thy life, lest fierce remembrance wake - 
My sudden rage to tear thee joint by joint!. 
At distance I forgive thee, go with that ; 
Bewail thy falsehood, and the pious works 
It hath brought forth to make thee memorable 
Among illustrious women, faithful wives : 
Cherish thy hasten d widowhood with the gold 
Of matrimonial treason : so farewel. 

DALILA. 

I see jthou art implicable, more deaf 
To pray*rs, than winds and seas, yet winds to seas 
Are reconcil*d at length, and, sea to shore : 
Thy anger, unappeasable, still rages, 
Eternal tempest never to be calm'd. 
Why do I humble thus myself, and suing ■ 
For peace, reap nothing but repulse and hate? 
Bid go with evil omen and the brand 
Of infamy upon my name denounced ? 
To mix with thy concernments I desist . 
Henceforth,. nor too much disapprove my own. . 
Fame if not double-fac'd is double-mouth'd. 
And with contrary blast proclaims most deeds ; 
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On both his wings^ one black, the other white. 
Bears greatest names in his wild aery .flight. 
My name perhaps among the circumcis'd 
In Dan, in Judah, and the bordering tribes. 
To all posterity may stand defamed. 
With malediction mentioned, and the blot 
Of falsehood most unconjugal traduced. 
But in my country where I most desire, 
In Ecron, Gaza, Asdod, and in Oath, 
I shall be nam'd among the famousest 
Of women, sung at solemn festivals, 
Living and dead recorded, who to save 
Her country from a fierce destroyer chose 
Above the faith of wedlock-bands, my tolnb 

With odours visited and annual flowers ; 

Not less renownM than in mount Ephraim 

Jael, who with inhospitable guile 

Smote Sisera sleeping through the temples hail'd. 

Nor shall I count it heinous to enjoy 

The public marks of honour and reward 

Conferr'd upon me, for the piety 

Which to my country I was judg'd to' have shown. 

At this who ever envies or repines, 

I leave him to his lot, and like my own. 

CHORUS. 

She's gone, a manifest serpent by her sting 
Discover'd in the end, till now conceal'd. 



dbyGoogk 



954 SAMSOK AGONISTES. 



SAH80K. 

So let her go, Qod sent her to debase me^ 
And aggravate my folly, who committed 
To such a viper his most sacred trust 
Of secresy, my safety, and my life. 

CHORUS. 

Yet beauty, though injurious, hath strange power, 
After offence returning, to regain 
Love once possess'd, nor can be easily 
Repuls'd, without much inward passion felt 
And secret sting of amorous remorse. 

SAMSON* 

Love-quarrels oft in pleasing concord end, 
Not wedlock-treachery indang^ring life. 

CHORUS. 

It is not virtue, wisdom, valour, wit. 
Strength, comeliness of shape, or amplest merit 
That woman's lov^ cab win of long inherit ; 
But what it is, hard is to say, 
Harder to hit, 

(Which way soever men refer it) 
Much like thy riddle, Samson, in one day 
Or sev'n, though one should musing sit. 

If any of these or all, the TimnikH bride 
Had not so soon preferr*d 
Thy paranymph, worthless to thee compared, 
Successor in thy bed, 
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Nor both so loosely disally'd 

Their ntqptials, nor this last so treacheroasly 

Had shorn the fatal harvest of thy head. 

Is it for that such outward ornament 

Was lavished on their sex, that inward gifts 

Were left for haste unfinished, judgment scant, 

Capacity not raised to apprehend 

Or value what is best 

In choice, but oftest to affect the wrong? 

Or was too much of self-love mix'd, 

Of constancy no root infixed, 

That either they love nothing, or not 16ng? 

Whate'er it be, to wisest men and best 
Seeming at first aU heav'nly under virgin veil. 
Soft, modest, meek, depaure, 
Once join'd, the contrary she proves, a thorn 
Ii^testine, far within defensive arms 
A cleaving mischief, in his way to virtue 
Adverse and turbulent, or by her charms 
Draws him awry inslav'd 
With dotage, and his sense deprav'd 
To folly' and shameful deeds which ruin ends. 
What pilot so expert but needs must wreck 
Imbark'd wilh such a steers-mate at the helm? 

Favoured of Heav'n who finds 
One virtuous rarely found. 
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That in domestic good combines : 

Happy that house ! his way to peace is smooth : 

But virtue which breaks through all opposition. 

And all temptation can remove. 

Most shines and most is acceptable above. 

Therefore God's universal law^ 
Gave to the man dispotic power 
Over his female in due awe. 
Nor from that right to part an hour. 
Smile she or lour: 
So shall he least confusion draw 
On his whole life, not sway'd 
By female usurpation, or dismay 'd. 

But had we best retire, I see a storm ? 

SAMSON. 

Fair days have oft contracted wind and rain. 

CHORUS. 

But this another kind of tempest brings. 

SAMSON. 

Be less abstruse, my riddlmg days are past. 

CHORUS. 

Look now for no inchanting voice; nor fear 
The bait of honied words ; a rougher tongue 
Draws hitherward, I know him by his stride. 
The giant Harapha of Gath, his look 
Haughty as is his pile high^built and proud. . 
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[Monies he in peace ? what wind hath blown him hither 
[ less conjecture than when first I saw 
The sumptuous Dalila floating this way: 
His habit carries peace, his brow defiance* 

SAM80V. 

Or peace or not, alike to me he comes. 

CHORUS. 

His fraught we soon shall know, he now airives. 

HARAPHA. 

I come not, Samson, to condole thy chance, 
As these perhaps, yet wish it had not been, 
Though for no friendly' intent. I am of Gath, 
Men call me Harapha, of stock renown*d 
As Og or Anak and the Emims old 
That Kiriathaim held, thou knoVst me now 
If thou at ail art known. Much I have heard 
Of thy prodigious might and feats perform'd 
Incredible to me, in this displeas'd. 
That I was never present on the place 
Of those encounters, where we might have try'd 
Each other's force in camp or hsted field : 
And now am come to see of whom such noise 
Hath walk'd about, and each limb to survey, 
If thy c^pearance answer loud report. 

SAM80N. 

The way to know w«re not to see but taste. 
you II. 17 
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HARAPHA. 

Dost thou already single me? I thought 
'Gyves and the mill had tam'd thee. O that fortune 
Had brought me to the field, where thou art fam'd 
To' have wrought such wonders with an ass's jaw; 
I should have forc'd thee soon with other arms. 
Or left thy carcase where the ass lay thrown : 
So had the glory* of prowess been recover'd 
To Palestine, won by a Philistine 
From the unforeskin'd race, of whom thou bear'st 
The highest name for valiant acts ; that honour 
Certain to' have won by mortal duel from thee, 
I lose, prevented by thy eyes put out. 

SAMSON. 

Boast not of what thou wouldst have done, but do 
What then thou wouldst, thou seest it in thy hand. 

HARAPHA. 

To combat with a bhnd man I disdain. 
And thou hast need much wasiiing to be touched. 

SAMSON. 

Such usage as your honourable lords 
Afford me' a:ssassinated and betray'd. 
Who durst not with their whole united powers 
In fight withstand me single and uriarm'd. 
Nor in the house with chamber ambushes 
Close-banded dur^t attack me, no not sleeping, 
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Till they had hir'd a woman with their gold 
Breaking her marriage faith to circumvent me. 
Therefore without feign'd shifts let be assigned 
Some narrow place inclos'd, where sight may give 

thee, 
Or rather flight, no great advantage on me ; 
Then put on all thy gorgeous arms, thy helmet 
And brigandine of brass, thy broad habergeon, 
Vant-brass and greves, and gauntlet, add thy spear, 
A weaver's beam, and sev'n-times-folded shield, 
I only with an oaken-staff will meet thee. 
And raise such outcries on thy clatter'd iron, 
Which long shall not withhold me from thy head, 
That in a little time while breath remains thee. 
Thou oft shalt wish thyself at Oath to boast 
Again in safety what thou wouldst have done 
To Samson, but shalt never sefe Gath more. 

HARAPHA. 

Thou durst not thus disparage glorious arms, 
Which greatest heroes have in battle worn, 
Their ornament and safety, had not spells 
And black inchantments, some magician's art, 
Ann'd thee or charm'd thee strong, which thou from 

Heaven 
Feign'dst at thy birth was giv'n thee in thy hair, 
Where strength can least abide, though all thy hairs 
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Were bristles rang'd like those that ridge the back 
Of clmf 'd wild boars, or ruffled porcupines. 

SAMSON. 

I know no spells, use no forbidden arts ; 
My trust is in the living God, who gave me 
At my nativity this strength, diffus'd 
No less through all my sinews, joints, and bones. 
Than thine, while I preserv'd these locks unshorn, 
The pledge of my unviolated vow. 
For proof hereof, if Dagon be thy God, 
Go to his temple, invocate his aid 
With solemnest devotion, spread before him 
How highly it concerns his glory now 
To frustrate and dissolve these magic spells, 
Which I to be the power of Israel's God 
Avow, and challenge Dagon to the test, 
Offering to combat thee his champion bold, 
With th' utmost of his Godhead seconded : 
Then thou shalt see, or rather to thy sorrow 
Soon feel, whose God is strongest, thine or mine. 

HARAPHA. 

Presume not on thy God, whatever he be. 
Thee he regards not, owns not, hath cut off 
Quite from his people, and delivered up 
Into thy enemies Kand, permitted them 
To put out both thine eyes, and fetter'd send thee 
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Into the common prison, there to grind 
Among the slaves and asses thy comrddes. 
As good for nothing else, no better service 
With those thy boist'nous locks, no worthy match 
For valour to assail, nor by the sword 
Of noble warrior, so to stain his honour. 
But by the barber's razor best subdued. 

SAMSON. 

All these indignities, for such they are 
From thine, these evils I deserve and more, 
Acknowledge them from God inflicted on me 
Justly, yet despair not of his final pardon 
Whose ear is ever open, and his eye 
Gracious to re-admit the suppliant ; 
In confidence whereof I once again 
Defy thee to the trial of mortal fight. 
By combat to decide whose God is God, 
Thine or whom I with Israel's sons adore. 

HARAPIIA. 

Fair honour that thou dost thy God, in trusting 
He will accept thee to defend his cause, 
A murderer, a revolter, and a robber. 

SAMSON. 

Tongue-doughty Oiant, how dost thou prove me 
these? 
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HARAPHA. 

Is not thy nation subject to our lords ? 
Their magistrates confessed it, when they took thee 
As a league-breaker and deliver'd bound 
Into our hands : for hadst thou not committed 
Notorious murder on those thirty men 
At Ascalon, who never did thee harm. 
Then like a robber stripp'dst them of their robes ? 
The Philistines, when thou hadst broke the league, 
Went up with armed pow'rs thee only seeking. 
To others did no violence nor spoil. 

SAMSON. 

Among the daughters of the Philistines 
I chose a wife, which argued me no foe ; 
And in your city held my nuptial feast : 
But your ill-meaning politician lords. 
Under pretence of bridal friends and guests. 
Appointed to await me thirty spies. 
Who threatening cruel death constrain'd the bride 
To wring from me and tell to them my secret. 
That solved the riddle which I had proposed. 
When I perceiv*d all set on enmity. 
As on my enemies, wherever chanc'd, 
I us'd hostility, and took their spoil 
To pay my uriderminers in their coin. 
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My nation, was subject^ to your lords. 

It was the force of conquest; force with fo^ce 

Is well ejected when the conquer'd can. 

But I a private person, whom my country 

As a league-breaker gave up bound, presumed 

Single rebellion and did hostile acts. 

I was no private but a person rais'd 

With strength sufficient and command from Heaven 

To free my country ; if their servile n^nds 

Me their deliverer sent would not receive, 

But to their n^asters gave me up for nought, 

Th' unworthier they ; whence to this day they serve. 

I was to do my part from Heay'n assigned, 

And had performed it, if iny own q^ence 

Had not disabled me, not all yo(ur fyj^^ ' 

These shifts refused, answer thy appellant 

Though by his blindness maim'd for high attempts, 

Who now defies thee thrice to single fight, 

As a petty enterprise of small ejafprce. 

HARAPUA;. 

With thee, a man condei^n'd, a slave inroU'd, 
Due by the law to capital punishment? 
To fight with thee no man of aims will deign. 

SAMSON. 

Cam'st thou for this, vaij^, boaster, to survey me, 
To descant on xaj strength, and gixe.tt^ verdict ? 
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Come nearer, part not hence so slight infonn'd % 
But take good heed my hand survey not thee. 

HAEAFBA. ' 

Baal-zebub ! can my ears unus*d 

Hear these dishonours, and not render death ? 

SAMSOV. 

No man withholds thee, nothing from thy hand 
Fear I inpmtible ; bring up thy van, 
My heels are fetter d, but my fist is free. 

HARAPHA. 

This insolence other kind of answer fits. 

* SAMSON. 

Go baffled coward, lest I run upon thee, 
Though in these chains, bulk without spirit vast. 
And with one buffet lay thy structure low. 
Or swing thee in the air, then d^h th^down 
To th' hazard of thy brains and shatter*d sides^r 

HARAPnA. 

By Astaroth ere long thou shalt lament 
These braveries in irons loaden on thee. 

CHORUS. 

His giantship is gone somewhat crest-falFn^ 
Stalking with less unconscionable strides. 
And lower looks, but in a sultry chafe. 

SAMSON. 

1 dread him not, nor all his giantrbrood. 
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I'hough fame divulge him father of five sons. 
All of gigantic size, Goliah chief. 

CHORXTS. 

He will directly to the lords, I fear, 
And with malicious counsel stir them up 
Some w^y or other yet further to afflict thee. 

SAMSON. 

He must allege some cause, and offer*d fight 
Will not dare mention, lest a question rise 
Whether he durst accept the' offer or not. 
And that he durst not plain enough appeared. 
Much more affliction thaii already felt 
They cannot well impose, nor I sustain ; 
If they intend advantage of my labours. 
The work of many hands, which earns my keeping 
With no small profit daily to my owners. 
But come what will, my deadliest foe will prove 
My speediest friend, by death to rid me hence, 
The worst that he can give, to me the best. 
Yet 80 it may fall out, b€;icause their end 
Is hate, not help to me, it may with mine 
Draw their own ruin who attempt the deed. 

CHORUS. I 

Oh how comely it is, and how reviving 
To the spirits of just men long oppress'd ! 
When God into the hands of their deliverer 
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Puts inviixcible might 

To quell the mighty of the earth, th' oppressor. 

The brute and boisterous force of violent men 

Hardy and industrious to support 

Tyrannic pow'r, but raging to pursue 

The righteous and all such as honour truth ; 

He all their ammunition 

And feats of war defeats 

With plain heroic magnitude of mind 

And celestial vigour arm'd. 

Their arijiiLpuries and magazines contemns. 

Renders them useless, while 

With winged expedition 

Swi|t as the lightning glance he executes 

His errand on the wicked, who surprised 

Lose their defence distracted and. amaz'd. 

But patience is more oft the exercise 
Of saints, the trial of their fortitude, . 
Making them each his own deliverer, 
And victor over all 
That tyranny or fortune can inflict. 
Either of these is in thy lot, . 
Samson, with might indued 
Above the sons of men ; but sight bereav'd 
May chance to number thee with those 
Whom patience finally must crown. 
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This idoFs day hath been to thee no day of rest, 
Labouring thy mind 
More than the working day thy hands. 
And yet perhaps more trouble is behind, . 
For I descry this way 
Some other tending, in his hand 

A sceptre or quaint staff he bears, 

Comes on amain, speed in his look. 

By his habit I discern him now 

A public officer, and now at hand. 

His message will be short and voluble. 

OFFICER. 

Hebrews, the prisoner Samson here I seek. 

CHOBUS. 

His manacles remark him, there he sits. 

OFFICER. 

Samson, to thee our lords thus bid me say ; 
This day to Dagon is a solemn feast. 
With sacrifices, triumph, ^poinp, and games ; 
Thy sti-ength they know surpassing human rate, 
And now some public proof thereof require 
To honour this great feast, and great assembly ; 
Rise therefore with all speed and come along, 
Where I will see thee hearten'd and fresh clad 
To' appear as fits before th' illustrious lords. 
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SAMSON. 

Thou know'st I am an Hebrew, therefore tell them, 
Our law forbids at their religious rights 
My presence ; for that cause I cannot come. 

OFFICER. 

This answer, be assur*d, will not content them. 

SAMSOX. 

Have they not sword-players, and every sort 
Of gymnic artists, wrestlers, riders, runners, 
Juglers and dancers, antics, mummers, mimics. 
But they must pick me out with shackles tir'd, 
And over-labour'd at their public mill. 
To make them sport with blind activity? 
Do they not seek occasion of new quarrels 
On my refusal to distress me more. 
Or make a game of my calamities ? 
Return the way thou cam'st, I will not come. 

OFFICER. 

Regard thyself, this will offend them highly. 

SAMSOV. 

Myself? my conscience and internal peace. 
Can they think me so broken, so debased 
With corporal servitude, that my mind ever 
Will condescend to such absurd commands?! 
Although tiieir drudge, to be their fool or jester^ 
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And in- my midst of sorrow and heart-grief 
To show them feats, and play before their god, 
The worst of all indignities, yet on me 
Join'd with extreme contempt? I will not come. 

OFFICER. 

My message was impos'd on me with speed, 
Brooks no delay : is this thy resolution ? 

SAMSON. 

So take it with what speed thy message needs. 

OFFICER. 

I am sorry what this stoutness will produce. 

SAMSON. 

Perhaps thou shalt have cause to sorrow* indeed. 

CHORUS. 

Consider, Samson ; matters now are strain'd 
Up to the height, whether to hold or break ; 
He's gone, and who knows how he may report 
Thy words by adding fuel to the flame ? 
Expect another message more imperious, 
More lordly thund 'ring than thou well wilt bear. 

SAMSON. 

Shall 1 abuse this consecrated gift 
Of strength, again returning with my hair 
After my great transgression, so requite 
Favour renew'd, and add a greater sin 
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By prostituting holy things to idols; 

A Nazarite in place abominable 

Vaunting my strength in honour to their Dagon ? 

Besides how vile, contemptible, ridiculous, 

What act more execrably unclean, profane ? 

CHOAUS. 

Yet with this strength thou serv'st the Philistines, 
Idolatrous, uncircumcis*d, unclean. 

SAMSON. 

Not in their idol-worship, but by labour 
Honest and lawful to deserve my food 
Of those who have me in their civil power. 

CHORUS. 

Where the heart joins not, outward acts defile not. 

SAMSON. 

Where outward force constrains, the sentence holds. 
But who constrains me to the temple' of Dagon, 
Not dragging ? the Philistian lords command. 
Commands are no restraints. If I obey them, 
I do it freely, vent'ring to displease 
God for the fear of man, and man prefer, 
Set God behind : which in his jealousy 
Shall never., unrepented, find forgiveness. 
Yet that he m^y dispense with me or thee 
Present in temples at idolatrous rites 
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For some important caiue^ thou need'st not doubt. 

CHOAUS. 

How thou wilt here come off sunnounts my reach. 

SAMSOH. 

Be of good courage, I begin to feel 
Some rousing motions in me which dispose 
To something extraordinary my thoughts. 
I with this messenger will go along, 
Nothing to do, be sure,t hat may dishonour 
Our law, or stain my yow of Naxarite.. 
If there be ought of pres^ in the mind, 
This day will be xemarkable in my life 
By some great act, or of my days the last. 

CB0RT7S. 

In time thou hast resolved, the man returns. 

OFI'ICBR. 

Samson, this second message from our lords ' 
To thee I am bid say. Art thou our slave, 
Our captive, at the puUic mill our drudge, 
And dar*8t thou at our sending and command 
Dispute thy coming? come without delay; 
Or we shall find such engines to assail 
And hamper thee, as thou shalt come of force, 
Though thou wert firmlier fastened than a rock. 

SAKSOM. 

I could be well content to try their art, 
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Which to no few of them would prove peniicious. 
Yet knowing their advantages too many. 
Because they shall not trail me through their streets 
Like a wild beast, I am content to go. 
Masters commands come with a pow'r resistless 
To such as owe them absolute subjection ; 
And for a life who wiU not change his purpose ? 
(So mutable are all the ways of men) 
Yet this be sure, in nothing to comply 
Scandalous or forbidden in our law. 

OFFICER. 

I praise thy resolution : doff these links. 
By this compUance thou wilt win the lords 
To favour, and perhaps to set thee free. 

SAMSON. 

Brethren, farewell ; your company along 
I will not wish, lest it perhaps offend them 
To see me girt with friends ; and how the sight 
Of me as of a common enemy, 
So dreaded once, may now exasperate them 
I know not : lords are lordliest in their wine ; 
And the well-feasted priest then soonest fir'd 
With zeal, if ought religion seem concem*d ; 
No less .the people on their holy-days 
Impetuous, insolent, unquenchable : 
Happen what may, of me expect to hear 
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Nothing c|ishonour»ble» impure, unworthy 
Our God, our law, my nation, pr myself, 
The last of me or no I cannot warrant. 

CHORUS. 

Qq,^ and the Holy One 
Of Israel be thy guide 

To what may serve his glory best, and spread his name 
Great amon^ the heathen rpu^d ; 
Send thee the angel of thy birth, to stand 
Fast by thy side, who from thy father's fiejd 
Rode up in flames after his message told 
Of thy conception, and be now a shield 
Of fire ; that Spirit that first rush'd on thee 
In the camp of Dan . ■ > 
Be efficacious in thee now at need. 
For never was from Heav'n imparted ^ 

Measure of strength so great to mortal seed, 
As in thy wondrous actions hath been seen* 
But wherefore comes old Manoah in such haste 
With youthful step9? much livelier than ere while 
He seems : supposing here to find his son. 
Or of him bringing to us some glad news ? 

MANOAH. 

Peace with you, brethren; my inducement hither 
Was not at present here to find my squ^ 
By order of the lords neW parted hence 

▼OL.Xf. 18 
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To come and play befoie them at their fea«t. 
I heard all as I came, the eity rings. 
And numbers thither flock, I had no will. 
Lest I should see him forc'd to things unseemly. 
^ But that which mov*d my coming now Was chiefly 
' To give ye part with me what hope I have 
With good success to woik his liberty. 

CHORUS. 

That hope would much rejoice ioBxo partake 
With thee ; say, reverend sire^ we thirst to hear. 

MAKOAH. 

I have attempted one by one the l<»ds 
Either at home, or through the high atreet passing, 
With supplication prone and father's tears, 
T* accept of ransom for my son their pris'ner. 
Some much averse I found and wond'rous harsh. 
Contemptuous, proud, set on revenge and spite; 
That part most reverenced Dagon and his prieftts: 

. Othets more moderate seeming, but their aim 
Private reward, for which both Qod and stale 
They easily would set to salei a third 
More generous far and civil, who eonftsiCd 
They had enough reveng'd, having reduc'd 

' Their foe to misery beneath ihdr fears. 
The rest was magnanimity to reinit. 
If some convenient ransMi wete ptopot^*A. 
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"WhBX noise 6t shout w&s that? it toie the sky. 

CBORVS. 

Doubtless the people shouting to behold 
Their once gpreat dread, captive, and blind before 

them, 
Or at some proof of strength before them shown. 

MAKOAH. 

His ransom, if my whole inheritance 
May compass it, shall willingly be paid 
And number'd down : much rather I shall choose 
To liv^ the poorest in my tribe, than richest, 
And he in that calamitous prison left. 
No, I am fix'd not to part hence without him. 
For his redemption all my patrimony, 
If need be, I am ready to forego 
And quit: not Wanting him I shall want nothing. 
cuoaiTs. 

Fathers are wont to lay up for their sons. 
Thou for thy son art bent to lay out all : 
Sons wont to nurse their parents in old age, 
Thou in old age car'st how to nurse thy son 
Made older than thy age thtough eye-»ght lost. 

MAKOAR. 

It shall be my delight to tend his eyes, 
And Tiew him sitting in the house, ennobled 



dbyGoogk 



276 XAXSOV AGOHISTES. 



With idl those high exploits byhim'achiev'dy 
And on his shoulders .waving down those IcckSy 
That of a nation ann'd the strength contained : 
And I persuade me God had not pennitted 
His strength again to grow up with his hair 
Garrison'd round about him like a camp' 
Of faithful soldiery, were not his purpose 
To use him further yet in some great service, 
Not to sit idle with so great a gift 
Useless/ and thence ridiculous about him. 
And since hb strength with eye-sight was not lost, 
God will restore him eye^-sight to his strength. 

CHORUS. 

Thy hopes are not ill founded nor seem vain 
Of his delivery, and thy joy thereon 
Conceiv'dj agreeable to a father's love. 
In both which we, as next, participate. 
manoaIi. 

I know your friendly minds and — ^O what noise ! 
Mercy of Heav'n, what hideous noise was that ! 
Horribly loud, unlike the former shout. 

CH0BUS. 

Noise call you it or universal groan, 
As if the whole inhabitation perished ! 
Blood, death, and deathful deeds are in that noise, 
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Ruin^ destruction at the utmost point. 

MANOAH. 

Of ruin indeed methought I heard the noise : ' 
Oh it continuesy they have slain my son. 
CHoaus. 

Thy son is rather slaying them, that outcry 
From slaughter of one foe could not ascend. 

MA NOAH. 

Some dismal accident it needs must be ; 
What shall we do, stay here or run and see? 
CHoaus. 

Best keep together here, lest runmng thither 
We unawares run into danger's mouth. 
This evil on the Philistines is falFn ; 
From whom could else a general cry be heard? 
The sufferers then will scarce molest us here^ 
From other hands we need not tnuch to fear. 
What if his eye-sight (for to Israel's God 
Nothing is hard) by miracle restor'd. 
He now be dealing dole among his foes. 
And over heaps of slaughtered walk his way ? 

MANOAU. 

That were a joy presumptuous to b6 thought. 

CHoaus. 
Yet God hath wrought things as incredible 
For his people of old ; what hinders now ? 
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MAVOAH* 

He can I know, but doubt to think he will ; 
Yet hope would fain SubsGnbe» and tempto belief. 
A little stay will bring some notice hither. 

CH0BI78. 

Of good or bad so great, of bad the sooner; 
For evil news rides post, w&ile good news baits. 
And to our wish I see one hither speeding. 
An Kebrewy as I guess, and of our tribe. 

MESSMOEB. 

O whither shall I run, or which way fly 
The sight of this so horrid spectacle, 
Which erst my eyes beheld and yet behold ? 
For dire imagination still pursues me. 
But providence or instinct of nature seems. 
Or reason though disturbed, and scarce eonsultodi 
To' have guided me aright, I know not how, 
To thee first, reverend Manoah, and to these 
My countrymen, whom here I knew remaining. 
As at some distance from the place of horrour, 
So in the sad event too much concerned. 

MAVOAR. 

The accident was loud, and here before thee 
With rueful cry, yet what it was we hear not; 
No preface needs, thou seest we long to know. 
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|f£SSB1iOE&« 

It would biirst forth; but I recover breatii 
And sense distract, to kaow well what I utter. 

IfAVOAH. 

Tell us the sum, the circumstance defer- 
}fB8s«iro«ii. 
^ Gaza yet stands, but all her sous are fall*Q, 
All in a moment overwhelm'd mi fali'u. 

XAVOAH* 

Sad, but thou loiow'st to Israelites not saddest 
The desolation of a hos^e city. 

llESSElfOVR. 

Feed on t]>at firstt there may in grief be surfeit. 

HANOAQ, 
Relate by whom. 

VESSSVGSR. 

By Samson, 

MAHOAB. 

That still lessens 
The sorrow, and converts it nigh to joy« 

MESSENGER. 

Ah Manoah, I refrain, too suddenly 
To utter what will come at last too soon ; 
Lest evil tidings with too rude irruption 
Hitting thy aged ear 8ho^ld pierce too deep. 

MANOAH, 

Suspense in news is torture, speak them out. 
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M£9$EN0ER. 

Take then the worst in brief, Samson is dead* 

MAKOAH. 

The worst indeed, O dll my hope's defeated 
To free him hence 1 but death who sets all free 
Hath paid his ransom now and full discharge. 
What windy joy this day had I conceiv'd 
Hopeful of his delivery, which now proves 
Abortive as the first-bom bloom of spring 
Nipt with the lading rear of winter's frost ! 
Yet ere I give the reins to grief, say first. 
How dfd he ; death to life is crown or shame. 
All by him fell thou say'st, by whom fell he? 
What glorious hand gave Sannson his death's wound ? 

M£S8£N6£R. 

Unwounded of his enemies he fell. 

MAKOAH. 

Wearied with slaughter then or how? explain. 

MESSENGER. 

By his own hands. 

MANOAH. 

Self-violence? what cause 
Brought him so soon at variance with himself 
' Among his foes? 

messenger: 
Inevitable cause 
At once both to destroy and be destroy'd ; 
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The edifice, where all were met to see himy 
Upon their headd and on his own he pull*d. 

MANOAH* 

O lastly over-strong against thyself! 
A dreadful way thou took'st to thy revenge. 
More than enough we know; but while things yet 
Are in confusion, give us if tkou canst, 
£ye-v(ritness of what first or last was done, 
Relation more particular and distinct. 

MESSENGEK. 

Occasions drew me early to this city, 
And as the gates I enter*d with sun-rise. 
The morning trumpets festival proclaimed 
Through each high street : Uttle I had dispatched. 
When all abroad was rumour'd that this day 
Samson should be brought forth, to show the people. 
Proof of his mighty strength in feats and games ; 
I sorrow'd at his captive state, but minded 
Not to be absent at that spectacle. 
The building was a spacious theatre 
Half-round on two main pillars vaulted high, 
With seats where all the lords and each degree 
Of sort, might sit in order to behold ; 
The other side was open, where the throng 
On banks and scaffolds under sky might stand; 
I among these aloof obscurely stood. 
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The feast mi nooa grew hj|^y ^d saiuifice 

Had filled their hearts with niirth, high cheer, aad wine> 

When to their sports they tum*d. Immediately 

Was Samson as a public servant brought. 

In their state livery, olad; before him pipes 

And timbrelsy on each side went armed gaardSf 

Both horse and foot, before him and behind 

Archers and slii^rs, cataphraots and spears. 

At sight of him the people with a shout 

Rifted the air, clamouring their God with praise. 

Who' had made their dreadful enemy their thraH. 

He patient but ux^aunted where they led himi 

Came to the place, and what was set before hiniy 

Which without help of eye might be assay'd, 

To heave, pull, draw, or break, he still perfoim'd 

All with incredible, stupendous force. 

None daring to appear antagonist. 

At length for intermission sake they led him . 

Between the pillars ; he im guide requested 

(For so from such as nearer stood we heard) 

As over-tir'd to let him lean a while 

With hoiii his arms on those two massy pillars, 

That to the arched roof gave main support 

He unsuspicious led him; which^wben Samson 

Felt in his arm9» with head a while inclin*d| 

And eyes fast fii^'d he stood, as one who pra/d^ 
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Or some great matter in }u3 mlBd reYolVd : 
At last with head erect thus cry'd aloud, 
" Hitherto, Iord9> what your command? impoa'd 
I have perform'dy aa reaaoa was, obeying. 
Not without wonder or delight beheld : 
Now of my own accord such other tmH 
I mean to show you of my strength, yet greater ; 
As with amaze shall strike all who behold." 
This utter'd, straining all his nerves be boVd? 
As with the force of winds and waters pent, 
When mountains tTjfflnUe, those two massy piUars 
With horrible convulsion to and fro, 
He tugg'd, he shook, till down they came and drew 
The whole roof after them, with burst of thunder 
Upon the heads of all who sat beneath* 
Lords, ladies, captains, oounseUora, or prieits, 
Their choice nobUity and flow'r, not only 
Of this but each Philistian city round 
Met from all parts to solemnize this fe^t. 
Samson with these imini^'d, inevitably 
Puird down the same destructicm on himself; 
The vulgar only scap'd who stood without. 
CBORVS. 

O dearly-bought revenge, yet glorious ! 
Living or dying thou bast fulfiU'd 
The work for which thou wast foretold 
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To Israel, and now ly st victorioas 

Among thy slain self-kill'd 

Not willingly^ but tangled in the fold 

Of dire necessity, whose law in death conjoin'd 

Thee with thy slaughtered foes in number more 

Than all thy life had slain before. 

SXMICHOaUS. 

While their hearts were jocund and sublime, 
Drunk with idolatry, drunk with wine, 
And fat regorged of bulls and goats, 
Chaunting their idol, and preferring 
Before our living Dread who dwells 
In Silo his br^ht sanctuary : 
Among them he a spi'rit of phrenzy sent, 
Who hurt their minds, 
And urg'd them on with mad desire 
To call in haste for their destroyer ; 
They only set on sport and play 
Unweetingly importun'd 

Their own destruction to come speedy upon them. 
So fond are mortal men 
Fallen into wrath divine. 
As their own ruin on themselves t' invite. 
Insensate left, or to sense reprobate^ 
And with blindness internal struck. 
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SEHICHO&US. 

But be though blind of sight, 
Despis'd and thought extmguish'd quite, 
With inward eyes illuminated, 
His fiery virtue rous'd 
From under'ashes into sudden flame, 
And as an evening dragon came, 
Assailant on the perched roosts, 

And nests in order rang'd 

Of tame villatic fpwl; but as an eagle 

His cloudless thunder bolted on their heads. 

So virtue giv'n for lost, 

Depress'dy and overthrown, as seem'd, 

like that self-begotten bird 

In the Arabian woods imbost, 

That no second knows nor third. 

And lay ere while a holocaust, 

From out her ashy womb^now teem'd. 

Revives^ reflourishes, then vigorous most 

When most Inactive deem'd. 

And though her body die,, her fame survives 

A secular bird ages of lives. 

UANOAH. ' , 

Come, come^ no time for lamentation i)Ow, 
Nor much more cause; Samson hath quit bimseif 
Like Samson, and faeroicly hath finish'd 
A life heroic, on his enemies 
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Fully reyeng*dy hath left them yean of mouming. 

And lamentatioii to the aoiii of Caphtor . 

Through all Philistiaik bounds ; to Israel 

Honour hath left, and fifeedom^ let but them 

Find courage to ky hold on this occaaioii; 

To* himself and father^s housie eternal fame ; 

And which is best and happiest yet, all this 

With God not parted ftom himi as was fear'd. 

But favouring and assisting to the end* 

Nothii^ is here for tears, nothing to wail 

Or knock the breast* no weakness^ no contempt. 

Dispraise, or blame, nothing but wdl and bat. 

And what may quiet us in a death so noUe. 

Let us go find the body wheie it lies 

Soak'd in his enemies blood> and from the stream 

With lavers pure and deansiBg herbs wash off 

The clotted gore. I witti what speed the while 

(Gaza is not in plight to say us nay) 

Will send for all my kindred> all my friends, 

To fetch him hence, and solemnly attend 

With silent obeequy and fhneral train 

Home to his father^s bouse : th^ will I build him 

A monument, and plant it round with shade 

Of laurel ever green, and bmnchbg palm. 

With all his trophies hung, and acts inroU'd 

In copious legettd, or sweet lyric song. 

Thither shall all the valiant y^nth resort, 
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And fix>m his memory inflame their breasts 
To matchless valour, and adventures high : 
The virgins also shall on feastful days 
Visit his tomb with floVrs, only bewailing 
His lot unfortunate in nuptial choice, 
From whence captivity and loss of eyes. 

CHORUS. 

All is best, though we oft doubt, 
What th' unsearchable dispose 
Of highest wisdom brings about, 
And ever best found in the close. 
Oft he seems to hide his face, 
But unexpectedly returns. 
And to his faithful champion hath in place 
Bore witness gloriously ; whence Gaza mourns 
And all that band them to resist 
His uncontrollable intent; 
His servants he with new acquist 
Of true experience fix>m this great event 
With peace and consolation hath dismist 
And calm of mind, all passion spent. 
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OV 

SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 



I. 

ANNO -ETATIS 17. 

ON TBI OXATB OF A FAIB IMFAIIT* DTIHO OF A COCCI B. 
1. 

O FAIREST flow'r no sooner blown but blasted, 
Soft silken primrose fading timelessly. 
Summer's chief honour, if thou hadst out-lasted 
Bleak Winter's force that made thy blossom dry ; 
For he being amorous on that lovely dye 

That did thy cheek envermeil, thought to kiss, 
But kiird, alas, and then bewail'd his fatal bliss. 

2. 
For since grim Aquilo his charioteer 
By boistrous rape th' Athenian damsel got. 
He thought it touch'd his deity full near, 
If likewise he some fair one wedded not, 
Thereby, to wipe away th' inf4mous blot 

Of long-uncoupled bed, and childless eld, 
Which 'mongst &e wanton Gods a foul reproach 
was held. 
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3. 
So mounting up in icy-pearled car, 
Through middle empire of the freezing air 
He wander'd long, till thee he spy'd from far : 
There ended was his quest, there ceas'd his caxe, 
Down he descended from his snow soft chair. 

But all unwares with his cold-kind embrace 
Unhous'd thy virgin soul from her fair biding place. 

4. 
Yet art thou not inglorious in thy fate ; 
For so Apollo, with unweeting hand, 
Whilome did slay his dearly-loved mate, 
Young Hyacinth bom on Eurotas' strand. 
Young Hyacinth the pride of Spartan land ; 

But then transformed him to a purple flower : 
Alack that so to change thee Winter had no power. 

5. 
Yet can I not persuade me thou art dead. 
Or that thy corse corrupts in earth's dark womb. 
Or that thy beauties lie in wormy bed, 
Hid from the world in a low delved tomb ; 
Could Heav'n for pity thee so strictly doom? 

Oh no ! for something in thy face did shine 
Above mortality, that show'd thou wast divine, 

6. 
Resolve me then, oh Soul most surely blest, 
(If so it be that thou these plaints dost hear) 
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Tell me bright Spirit where'er thou hoverest, 
Wheth^ above that high first-moving sphere, . ^ 
Or in th* Elysian fields (if such there were) 

Oh say me true, if thou wert mortal wight, 
And why from us so quickly thou didst take thy flight. 

> 7. • 

Wert thou some star which from the ruin'd roof 
Of shak'd Olympus by mischance didst fall ; 
Which careful Jove in nature's true behoof 
Took up, and in fit place did reinstall ? 
Or did of late Earth's sons besiege the wall 

Of sheeny Heav'n, and thou some Goddess fled 
Amongst us here below to hide thy nectar'd head ? 

8. 
Or wert thou that just Maid who once before 
Forsook the hated earth, O tell me sooth, 
And cam'st again to visit us once more ? 
Or wert thou that sweet smiling Youth? 
Or that crown'd matron sage white-robed Truth ? 

Or any other of that heav*nlyH[)rood 
Let down in cloudy throne to do the world some good ? 

9. 
Or wert thou of the golden-winged host. 
Who having clad thyself in human weed, 
To earth from thy prefixed seat didst post, 
And after short abode fly back with speed. 
As if to show what creatures Heavn doth breed. 
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Thereby to set the hearts of men on fire 
To scorn the sordid world, and unto Heav'n aspire ? 

10. 
But oh why didst thou not stay here below 
To bless us with thy heav'n-lov'd innocence, 
To slake his wrath whom sin hath made our foe. 
To turn swift-rushing black perditicfn hence. 
Or drive away the slaughtering pestilence. 

To stand 'twixt us and our deserved smart? 
But thou canst best perform that office where thou art. 

11. 
Then thou the Mother of so sweet a Child 
Her false imagined loss cease to lament, 
And wisely learn to curb thy sorrows wild ; 
Think what a present thou to God hast sent, 
And render him with patience what he lent; 

This if thou do, he will an offspring give, 
That till the world's last end shall make thy name to 
live. 



IL 

ANNO iETATIS 19. 

AT A VACATION EZERCI8K IN TBI COLLKGB, PART LATIV, 

PART ENGLISH. THE LATIN SPEECHES ENDED, THE 

SHGLISB TBOS BB6AH. 

Hail native Language, that by sinews weak 
Pidst move my first endeavouring tmigne to speak, 
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And mad'st imperfect words witH childish trips, 
Half unpronounc'd, slide through my infant-tips. 
Driving dumb silence from the portal door, 
Where he had mutely sat two years before : 
Here I salute thee, and thy pardon ask. 
That now I use thee in my latter task : 
Small loss it is that thence can come unto thee, 
I know my tongue but little grace can do thee : 
Thou need'st not be ambitious to be first, 
Believe me I have thither packt the worst : 
And, if it happen as I did forecast. 
The daintiest dishes shall be serv'd up last. 
I pray thee then deny me not thy aid 
For this same small neglect that 1 have made : 
But haste thee straight to do me once a pleasure. 
And from thy wardrobe bring thy chiefest treasure. 
Not those new fangled toys, and trimming slight 
Which takes our late fantastics with deUght, 
But cull those richest robes, and gay'st attire 
Which deepest spirits, and choicest wits desire : 
I have some naked thoughts that rove about. 
And loudly knock to have their passage out ; 
And weary of their place do only stay 
Till thou hast deck'd them in thy best array; 
That so they may without suspect or fears 
Fly swifUy to this fair assembly's ears ; 
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Tet I had rather, if I were to choose. 

Thy service in some graver subject use. 

Such as may make thee search thy coffers round, 

Before thou clothe my fancy in fit sound : 

Such where the deep transported mind may soar. 

Above the wheeling poles, and at Heav'n's door 

Look in, and see each blissful Deity 

How he before the thunderous throne doth lie. 

Listening to what unshorn Apollo sings 

To th' touch of golden wires, while Hebe brings 

Immortal nectar to her kingly sire : 

Then passing through the spheres of watchful fire, 

And misty regions of wide air next under. 

And hills of snow, and lofts of piled thunder, 

May tell at length how green-ey'd Neptune rates. 

In Heav'n's defiance mustering all his waves; 

Then sing of secret things that came to pass 

When beldam Nature in her cradle was ; 

And last of kings, and queens, and heroes old. 

Such as the wise Demodocus once told 

In solemn songs at king Alcinous feast. 

While sad Ulysses soul and all the rest 

Are held with his melodious harmony 

In willing chains and sweet captivity. 

But Hey my wand'ring Muse, how thou dost stray ! 

Expectance calls thee now another way. 
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Thou knoVst it must be now thy only bent 
To keep in compass of thy predicament : 
Then quick about thy purpos'd business come, 
That to the next I may resign my room. 

THXIf BUS IS RSPRSSENTBD AS FATHER OF THK PRSDICAMINTS 

HIS TSN SONS, WHSRBOF THE ELDEST STOOD FOR 

SUBSTANCE WITH HIS CANONS, WHICH BNS, 

THUS SFBAKIN6, EXPLAINS. 

Good luck befriend thee, Son ; for at thy birth 

The fairy ladies danc'd upon the earth ; 

Thy drowsy nurse hath sworn she did them spie 

Come tripping to the room where thou didst lie, 

And sweetly singing round about thy bed 

Strow all their blessings on thy sleeping head. 

She heard them give thee this, that thou shouldst still 

From eyes of mortals walk invisible : 

Yet there is something that doth force my fear, 

For once it was my dismal hap to hear 

A Sibyl old, bow-bent with crooked age. 

That far events full wisely could presage. 

And in time's long and dark prospective glass 

Foresaw what future days should bring to pass ; 

Your son, said she, (nor can you it prevent) 

Shall subject be to many an accident. 

O'er all his brethren he shall reign as king. 

Yet every one shall make him underling ; 

And those that cannot live from him asunder 

UngrittefuUy shall strive to keep him under; 
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In worth and excellence he shall oat-go them, 

Yet being above them, he shall be below them ; 

From others he shall stand in need of nothing, 

Yet on his brothers shall depend for clothing. 

To find a foe it shall not be his hap. 

And peace shall lull him in her flow'ry lap ; 

Yet shall he live in strife, and at his door 

Devouring war shall never cease to roar : 

Yea it shall be his natural property 

To harbour those that are at enmity. 

What pow'r, what force, what mighty spell, if not 

Your learned hands, can loose this Gordian knot ? 

TBI ItKXT QVAMTITT AND QUALITY SPAKK IH PBOM, TUtN 
BBLATION WAS CALLKD BT HIS NAMB. 

Rivers arise ; whether thou be the son 

Of utmost Tweed, or Oose, or gulphy Dun, 

Or Trent, who like some earth-bom giant spreads 

His thirsty arms along th' indented meads, 

Or sullen Mole that runneth underneath. 

Or Severn swift, guilty of maiden's death. 

Or ro6ky Avon, or of sedgy Lee, 

Or coaly Tine, or ancient hallo^'d Dee, 

Or Humber loud that keeps the Scythian's name. 

Or Medway smooth, or royal tow'red Thame. 

[The nfft w«8 Prose.] 
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III. 



OM 

THE MORNING OF CHRIST'S NATIVITY. 

COMPOSBO 1629. 
1. 

This is the month, and this the happy mom, 
Wherein the Son of HeavVs eternal King, 
Of wedded maid, and- virgin mother bom, 
Our great redempdon from above did bring ; 
For so the holy sages once did sing, 

That he our deadly forfeit should release. 
And with his Father work us a perpetual peace. 

2. 
That glorious form, that light unsufferable. 
And that far-beaming blaze of majesty. 

Wherewith he wont at Heav'n's high council-table 

To sit the midst of Trinal Unity, 
' He laid aside ; and here with us to be, 
Forsook the courts of everlasting day. 

And chose with us a darksome house of mortal clay. 
3. 

Say heav'nly muse, shall not thy sacred vein 

A£ford a present to the infant God? 

Hast thou no verse^ no hymn, or solemn strain. 

To welcome him to this his new abode, 

Now while the Heav'n by the sun's team untrod. 
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Hath took no print of the approaching light, 
And all the spangled host keep watch in squadrons 
bright? 

4. 
See how from far upon the eastern road 
The stair-led wizards haste with odours sweet : 
O run, prevent them with thy humble ode, 
And lay it lowly at his blessed feet ; 
Have thou the honour first, thy Lord to greet. 

And join thy voice unto the angel quire, 
From out his secret altar touch'd with hallow'd fire. 



THE HYMN. 
1. 



It was the winter wild. 
While the Heav'n-bom child ' 

All meanly wrapt in the rude manger lies ; 
Nature in awe to him 
Hath doffl her gaudy trim. 

With her great Master so to sympathize : 
It was no season then for her 
To wanton with the sun her lusty paramour. 
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2. 
Only with speeches fair ' 

She woos the gentle air 

To hide her guilty front with innocent isnow, 
Xnd on her naked shame, 
Pollute with sinful blame, 

The saintly veil of maiden white to throw, 
Confounded, that her Maker's eyes 
Shoidd look so near upon her foul deformities. 

3. 
But he her fears to cease, ' 

Sent down the meek-ey'd Peace ; 

She crown'd with olive green, came softly sliding 
Down through the tumiug sphere 
His ready harbinger, 

With turtle wing the amorous clouds dividing. 
And waving wide her myrtle wand. 
She strikes an universal peace through sea and land. 

4. 
No war, or battle's sound 
Was heard the world around : 

The idle spear and shield were high up hung, 
The hooked chariot stood, 
Unstain'd with hostile blood. 

The trumpet spake not to the armed throng, 
And kings sat still with awful eye. 
As if Ihey surely knew their Sovereign Lord was by. 



dbyGoogk 



302 POEHSf 

5. 
But peaceful was the night. 
Wherein the Prince of light 

His reign of peace upon the earth began : 
The winds with wonder whist 
Smoothly the waters kist, 

Whisp'nng.new joys to the mild ocean. 
Who, now hath quite forgot to rave, 
While birds of calm sit brooding on the charmed wave. 

6. 
The stars with deep amaze 
Stand fix'd in stedfast gaze, 

Bending one way their precious influence, 
And will not take their flight, 
For all the morning light. 

Or Lucifer that often wsum'd them thence ; 
But in their glimmering orbs did glow, 
Until th^ Lord himself bespake, and bid them go. 

7. 
And though the shady gloom 
Had given day her room, 

The suil himself withheld his wonted speed. 
And hid his head for shame, 
As his inferior flame 

The new enUghten'd world no more should need; 
He saw a greater sun appear 
TlMi \m bright tbxone, m burning axletree could bear. 
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8. 
The shepherds on the lawn. 
Or ere the point of dawn. 

Sat simply chatting in a lustic row; 
Full little thought they then^ 
That the mighty Pan 

"Was kindly come to live with them below; 
Perhaps their loves, or else their sheep, 
l^as all that did their silly thoughts, so busy keep. 

9. 
"When such music sweet 
Their hearts and ears did greet, 

As never was by mortal finger strook, 
Divinely-warbled voice 
Answering the stringed noise. 

As all iheiT souls in blissful rapture took : 
The air such pleasure loth to lose, 
With thousand echoes still prolongs each heav*nly close. 

10. 
Nature that heard such sound. 
Beneath the hollow round 

Of Cynthia's seat, the aery region thrilling, 
Now was almost won 
To think her part was done. 

And that her reign had here its last fulfilling; 
She knew such harmony alone 
Could hold all Heav'n and Earth in happier union. 
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11. 

At last surrounds their sight 
A globe of circular light. 

That with long beams the shame-fac*d night anay'd; 
The helmed Cherubim, 
And sworded Seraphim, 

Are seen in glittering ranks with wings displayed, 
Harping in loud and solemn quire, 
With unexpressive notes to Heav'n's new bom heir, 

12. 
Such music (as 'tis said) 
Before was neyer made. 

But when of c^d the sons of momii^ song, 
While the Creator great 
His constellations set. 

And the well-balanc'd world on hinges hung, 
And cast the dark foundations deep, , 
And bid ^e weltring waves their oozy channel keep. 

.13. 
Ring out ye crystal spheres, 
Once bless our human ears, 

(If ye have pow'r to touch our senses so) 
And let your silver chime 
Move in melodious time, 

And let the base of Heav'n's deep organ blow, 
And with your ninefold harmony 
Make up full consort to th' angdic symphony. 
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14. 
For if such holy song 
Inwrap our fancy long, 

Time will run back, and fetch the age of gold, 
And speckled Vanity 
Will sicken soon and die, 

And leprous Sin will melt from earthly mould. 
And Hell itself will pass away, 
And leave her dolorous mansions to the peering doy^ 

15. 
Yea Truth and Justice then 
Will down return to men, 

Orb'd in a rainbow ; and like glories wearing 
Mercy, will sit between, 
Thron'd in celestial sheen, 

With radiant feet the tissued clouds down steering. 
And Heay'n, as at some festival, 
Will open wide the gates of her high palace hall. 

16. 
But wisest Fate says no. 
This must not yet be so. 

The babe lies yet in smiling infancy, 
That on the bitter cross 
Must redeem our loss ; 

So both himself and us to glorify : 

TOL. II. 90 
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Yet first to those ychain'd in sleep, 
The wakeful trump of doom must thund^ through 
* the deep, 

17, 
With such a horrid clang 
As on mount Sinai lang, 

WUletbe red fire,.aBd smouldring clcMidsoitf brake: 
The aged earth aghast, 
With tenour of that bLast, 

Shall from the surface to the centre shake; 
When at the world's last sfession^ 
The dreadful Judge in middle air shall spread his 
throne^ 

18. 
And then at last our bliss 
Full and perfect, is, 

But nbw begins ; fbr from tUa hi^py 6^ 
Th' old Dragon under ground 
In straiter limits bound, 

Not half so far casts his uaiuped smy. 
And wroth to see his kingdom fail* 
Swindges the scaly horrour of his £dded tail. 

19. 
The oracles ar^ dumb, 
Na voice or hideous b\^a 
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Runs through the arched roof in iirords deceiving. 
Apollo from his shrine 
Can no more divine. 

With hollow shriek the 9teep ci Delphos leaving. 
No nightly trance, or breathed spell ' 
Inspires the pale-ey'd priest from the prophetic 
cell. 

20. 
The lonely mountains o'er. 
And the resounding shore, 

A voice of weeping heahl and loud lament ; 
From haunted spring, and dale 
Edg*d with poplar pale, 

The parting Genius is with sighing sent ; 
With flowV-inwoven tresses torn 
The nymphs in twilight shade of tangled thicks 
mourn. 

21. 
In consecrated earth. 
And on the holy hearth. 

The Lars, and Lemures moan with midnight plaint; 
In urns, and altars round, 
A drear and dying sound 

Affrights the flamens at their service quaint ; 
And the chill marble seems to sweat. 
While ecwh peculiar pbw'r forgoes his wonted sea*. 
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22. 
Peor and Baalim 
Forsake their temples dim. 

With that twice batter'd God of Palestine ; 
And mooned Ashtaroth, 
Heav'n's queen and mother both, v 

Now sits not girt with tapers holy shine; 
The Lybic Hammon shrinks his horn. 
In vain the Tyrian maids their wounded Thammuz 
mourn. 

23. 
And sullen Moloch fled. 
Hath left in shadows dread 

His burning idol all of blackest hue ; 
In vain with cymbals ring 
They call the grisly king. 

In dismal dance about the fum^e blue ; 
The brutish gods of Nile as fast, 
Isis and Orus, and the dog Anubis haste. 

24. 
Nor is Osiris seen 
In Memphian grove or green. 

Trampling the unshowr'd grass with lowings loud : 
Nor can he be at rest 
Within bis sacred chest, 

Nought but pi*6founde^t Hell can be his shroud i 
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In vain with timbrerd anthems dc^rk 

The fable-stoled sorcerers bear his worshipt ark. 

25. 
'He feels from Juda's land 
The dreaded infant's hand. 

The rays of Bethlehem blind his dusky eyn 
Nor all the gods beside^ 
Longer dare abide^ 

Not Typhon huge ending in snaky twine: 
Our babe to show his godhead true^ 
Can in his swadling bands control the damned 
crew. 

26. 
So when the sun in bed, 
Curtain'd with cloudy red. 

Pillows his chin upon an orient wave, 
The flocking shadows pale 
Troop to th' infernal jail, 

Each fetter*d ghost slips to his several grave. 
And the yellow-skirted Fayes 
Fly after the night-steeds, leaving their moon-lov'd 
maze. 

27. ^ 
But see the virgin blest 
Hath laid her babe to rest^ 
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Time is our tedious songshoidd here liave ending: 
Heay'tt's youngest teemed star 
Hath fix'd her polish'd oar, 

Her sleeping Lord with handmaid lamp attending: 
And all about the courtly stable 
Bright-hamest angels sit in order senriceaUe. 



IV. 

THE PASSION. 

I. 
Erewhile of music, and ethereal mirth. 
Wherewith the stage of air and earth did ring. 
And joyous news of heav'nly infant's birth, 
My muse with angels did divide to sing ; 
But headlong joy is ever on' the wing, 

In wintry solstice like the shorten'd light 
Soon swallow'd up in dark and long out-living nigbt 

2. 
-For now to sorrow must I tune my. song. 
And set my harp to notes of saddest woe, 
Which on our dearest Lord did seize ere long, 
Dangers, and snares, and wrongs, and worse than s6^ 
Which he for us did freely undergo : 
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Most perfect hero, try'd in heaviest plight 
Of labours huge and hard, too hard for human wight ! 

3. 
He sovVeign Priest stooping his regal head, 
That dropt with odorous oil down his fair eyets, 
Poor fleshly tabernacle entered. 
His starry front low-rooft beneath the skies ^ 
O what a mask was there , what a disguise ! 

Yet more ; the- stroke of death he must abide, 
Then lies him meekly down fast by his brethren's side. 
4. 

These latest scenes confine my roving verse. 
To this horizon is niy Phoebus bound ; 
His godlike acts, and his temptations fierce, 
And former sufferings other where are found i 
Loud o'er the rest Cremona*s trump doth sound ; 

Me softer airs befit, and softer strings 
Of lute, ot viol still more apt for mournful things. 

5. 
Befriend me, Night, best patroness of grief. 
Over the pole thy thickest mantle throw. 
And work my flatter'd fancy to belief, 
That Ileav'n and Earth are colour'd with my woe ; 
My sorrows are too dark for day to know : 

The leaves should all be black whereon I write^ 
And letters where my tears have wash'd a wannisK 
white. 
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6. 
See, see the chariot, and those rushing wheels. 
That whirFd the Prophet up at Chebar flood. 
My spirit some transporting cherub feels, 
To bear me where the tow'rs of Salem stood. 
Once glorious tow'rs, now sunk in guiltless blood ; 

There doth my soul in holy vision sit 
In pensive trance, and anguish, and ecstatic fiL 

7. 
Mine eye hath found that sad sepulchral rock 
That was the casket of Heav'n's richest store. 
And here though grief my feeble hands up lock. 
Yet on the soften*d quarry would I score 
My plaining verse as lively as before ; 

For sure so well instructed are my tears. 
That they would fitly fall in order*d characters. 

8. 
Or should I thence hurried on viewless wing. 
Take up a weeping un the mountains wild. 
The gentle neighbourhood of grove and spring ^ 
Would soon unbosom all their echoes mild, 
And I (for grief is easily beguil'd) 

Might think th* infection of .my sorrows loud 
Had got a race of mourners on some pregi^ant cloud. 

This subject the Author finding to be above the yesrs he had, 
when lie wrote it, and nothing satisfied with what wits beguKi 
left it unfinished. 
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ON TIME. 

Fi-Y^ envious Time, till thou run out thy race, 
Call on the lazy leaden-stepping hours, 
"Whose speed is but the heavy plummet's pace ; 
And glut thyself with what thy womb devours. 
Which is no more than what is false and vain, 
And merely mortal dross; 
So little is our loss, 

So little is thy gain. 

For when as each thing bad thou hast intomVd, 

And last of all thy greedy self consum'd, 

Then long Eternity shall greet our bliss 

With an individual kiss; 

And Joy shall overtake us as a flood. 

When every thing that is sincerely good 

And perfectly divine, 

With tnith, and peace, and love, shall ever shine 

About the supreme throne 

Of him, t' whose hiappy-making sight alone 

When once our heav'nly-guided soul shall climb. 

Then all this earthy grossness quit, 

Attir'd with stars, we shall for ever sit. 

Triumphing over Death, and Chance, and thee, 
O Time. 
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VI. 

UPON THE CmCUMCISION. 

Ye flaming Pow'rs, and winged Warriouni tmght 
That erst with music, and triumphant song, 
First heard by happy watchful shepherds ear. 
So sweetly sung your joy the clouds along 
Through the soft silence of the list'ning night ; 
Now mourn, and if sad shafe with us to bear 
Your fiery essence can distil no tear, 
Bum in your sighs, and borrow 
Seas wept fr6m our deep sorrow : 
He who with all Heav'n's heraldry whilere 
Enter'd the world, now bleeds to giye us ease ; 
Alas, how soon our sin 
Sore doth begin 
His infancy to seize ! 
O more exceeding love or law more just? 
Just law indeed, but more exceeding love ! 
For we by rightful doom remediless 
Were lost in death, till he that dwelt above 
High thron'd in secret bliss, for us frail dust 
• Emptied his glory, ev'n to nakedness; 
And that great covenant which we still transgress 
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Entirely satisfied. 

And the full wrath beside 

Of vengeful justice bore for our excess, 

And -seals obedience first with wounding smart 

This day, but O ere long 

Huge pangs and strong 

Will pierce more near his heart. 



vir. 

AT A SOLEMN MUSIC. 

Blest pair of Sirens, pledges of Heav'n's joy. 
Sphere-bom harmonious sisters. Voice and Verse, 
Wed your divine sounds, and mix'd pow'r employ 
Dead things with inbreathed sense able to pierce, 
And to our high-rais'd phantasy present 
That undisturbed song of pure cpncent, 
Aye sung before the sapphire-colour'd throne 
To him that sits thereon 
With saintly shout, and solemn jubilee, . 
Where the bright seraphim in burning row 
Their loud up-lifted angel-trumpets blow. 
And the cherubic host in thousand quires 
Touch their immortal harps of golden wires. 
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With those just spirits that wear victorious palms. 

Hymns devout and holy psdms 

Singing everlastingly ; 

That we on earth with undiscording voice 

May rightly answer that melodious noise ; 

As once we did, till disproportion-d sin 

Jarr*d against nature's chime, and with harsh din 

Broke the fair music that all creatures made 

To their great Lord, whose love their motion sway'd 

In perfect diapason, whilst they stood 

In first obedience, and their state of good. 

O may we soon again renew that song, 

And keep in tune with Heav'n, till God ere long 

To his celestial concert us unite, 

To live with him, and sing in endless mom of light. 



VIIT. 

AN EPITAPH 

OM THX 

MARCHIONESS OF WINCHESTER. 

This rich marble doth enter 
The honoured wife of Winchester, 
A viscount's daughter, an earl's heir. 
Besides what her virtues fair 
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Added to her noble birth, 

More than she could own from earth. 

Summers three times eight save one 

She had told; alas too soon, 

After so short time of breath, 

To house with darkness, and with death. 

Yet had the number of her days 

Been as complete as was her praise. 

Nature and fate had had no strife 

In giving limit to her life. 

Her high birth, and her graces sweet 

Quickly found a lover meet ; 

The virgin quire for her request 

The god that sits at marriage feast ; 

He at their invoking came 

But with a scarce well-lighted flame ; 

And in his garland as he stood. 

Ye might discern a cypress biid. 

Once had the early matrons run 

To greet her of a lovely son. 

And now with second hope she goes, 

And calls Lucina to her throes ; 

But whether by mischance or blame 

Atroposfor LucinsL came ; 

And with remorseless cruelty 

Spoil'd at once both fruit and tree : 
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The hapless babe before his birth 
Had burial, yet not laid in earth, 
And the languish'd mother's womb 
Was not long a living tomb. 
So have I seen some tender slip, 
Sav'd with care from winter's nip. 
The pride of her carnation train. 
Pluck'd up by some unheedy swain, 
Who only thought to crop the flow'r 
New shot up from vernal show'r ; 
But the fair blossom hangs the head 
Side ways, as on a dying bed, 
And those pearls of dew she wears, 
Prove to be presaging tears. 
Which the sad morn had let fall 
On her hast'ning funeral. 
Oentle lady, may tliy grave 
Peace and quiet ever have ; * 
After this thy travel sore 
Sweet rest s^ize thee evermorc. 
That to give the world increase, 
Short'ned hast thy own life's lease. 
Here,' besides the sorrowing 
That thy noble house doth bring. 
Here be tears of perfect moan 
Wept for thee in Helicon, 
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And some flowers, and some bays. 

For thy hearse, to strow the ways. 

Sent thee from the banks of Came, 

Deyoted to thy virtuous name ; 

Whilst thou, bright saint, high sit'st in glory 

Next her much like to thee in story, 

That fair Syrian shepherdess. 

Who after years of barrenness, 

The highly-favour'd Joseph bore 

To him that serv'd for her before, 

And at her next birth much like thee, 

Through pangs fled to felicity, 

Far within the bosom bright 

Of blazing majesty and light : 

There with thee, new welcome saint, 

Like fortunes may her soul acquaint, 

With thee there clad in radiant sheen, 

No marchioness, but ndw a queen. 



IX. 

SONG. 

ON MAY MORNING. 

Now Ae bright morning star, day's harbingei', 
Gomes dancing from the^ east, and leads with her 
The flow'ry May, who from her green lap throws 
The yellow cowslip, and the pale primrose. 
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♦'■-■■■■- ■ 

Hail bounteous May that dost inspire 
Mirth and youth and warm desire ; 
Woods stnd groves are of thy dressing. 
Hill and dale doth boast thy blessing; 
Thus we salute thee with our early song, 
And welcome thee, and wish thee long. 



X. 

ON SHAKESPEAR. 1630. 

What needs my Shakespear for his honour'd bones 

The labour of an age in piled stones, 

Qr that his hallow'd reliques should be hid 

Under a star-ypointing pyramid ? 

Dear son of memory, great heir of fame, 

What need'st thou such weak witness of thy name ? 

Thou in our wonder and astonishment 

Hast built thyself a live-long monument. 

For whilst to th' shame of slow-endeavouring art 

Thy easy numbers flow, and that each heart 

Hath from the leaves of thy unvalued book 

Those Delphic lines with deep impression took. 

Then thou our fancy of itself bereaving. 

Dost make us marble with too mudh conceiving ; 

And so sepulchred in such pomp dost lie, 

That kings for such a tomb would wish to die. 
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XI. 



ON THE UNIVERSITY CARRIER, 

WHO 8IC&SNSD IN TRB TIMB OF HIS YAGANCT, BEING FORBID TO GO 
TO LONDON, BY RBA80N OP THB PLAGUE. 

Hbre lies old Hobsoa ; Death hath broke his girt, 

And here alas, hath laid him in'the dirt, 

Or elsjB the ways being foul, twenty to one, 

He's here stuck in a slough, and overthrown. 

'Twas such a shifter, that if truth were known. 

Death was half glad when he had got him down ; 

For he had any time this ten years full, 

Dodg*d with him, betwixt Cambridge and the Bull. 

And surely Death could never have prevailed, 

Had not his weekly course of carriage fail'd ; • 

But lately finding hint so long at home, 

And' thinking now his journey's end was come, 

And that he had ta'en up his latest inn. 

In the kind office of a chamberlain 

Show'd him his room where he most lodge that night, 

PuU'd off his boots, and took away the light : 

If any ask for him, it shall be said, 

Hobson has supt^ and' s newly gone to bed . 
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XII. 

ANOTHER ON THE SAME. 

He&e lieth one, who did most truly prove 

That he could never die while he could move ; 

So hung his destiny, never to rot 

While he might still jog on and keep his tsot, 

Made of sphere-metal, never to decay 

Until his revolution was at stay. 

Time numbera motion, yet (without a crime 

'Gainst old truth) motion numbeifd out his time : 

And like an engine mov'd wiih wheel and weight, 

His principles being ceas'ci, he ended straight. 

Rest that gives all men life, gave hipa his death. 

And too much breathing put him out of breath ; 

Nor were it contradiction to affirm 

Too long vacation hastened on his teem. 

Merely to drive the time away he sicken'd, 

Fainted, and died, nor woukl with ale* be quicken'd; 

" Nay,*' quoth he, on his swooning bed out^stretch'd, 

" If I mayn't carry, sur^ 111 ne'er be fetch'd, 

** But vow," though the cross doctors all stood hearers^ 

^< For one carrier put down to make six beareils.''* 

Ease was his chief disease, and to judge right,r 

He dy'd for heaviness that his cart went light : 
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His leisure told him that hit time waft come. 

And lack of load made his life burdensome, 

That ey'h to his last breath (there be tlkat say't) 

As lie were press'd to death, lie crj'd more weight ; 

But bad his doings lasted as they were. 

He bad been an immortal carrier. 

Obedient to the moon he spent his date 

In course reciprocal, and had his fate 

Link'd to the mutual flowing of the seas, 

Yet (strange to think)/his wain was his increase : 

His letters are delivered all and gone, 

Only remains this superscription. 



xm. 

L'ALLEGRO. 



Hehce loathed Melancholy, 

Of Cerberus and blackest Midnight bom, 

In Stygian cave forlorn^ 

'Mongst horrid shapes, and shrieks, and sights 
unholy. 
Find out some uncoutb cell. 

Where brooding darkness spreads his jealous wings, 
And the night-raven sings ; 

There under ebon shades, and low-brow'd rocks, 
As ragged as thy locks, 

}n dark Cimmerian desert ever dwell. 
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But come thou goddess fiur and free^ 

In Heav'n yclep'd Euphrosyne, 

And by men, heart-easing Mirth, 

Whom lovely Venus at a birth 

With two sister graces more 

To ivy-crowned Bacchus bore ; 

Or whether (as some sager sing) 

The frolic wind that breathes the spring* 

Zephyr with Aurora playiiig, 

As he met her once a maying, 

There on beds of violets blue, 

And ^sh-blown roses washM in dew, 

Fiird her with thee a daughter fair. 

So buxom, blithe, and debonair. 

Haste thee Nymph, and bring with thee 

Jest and youthful Jollity, 

Quips and cranks, and wanton wiles, 

Nods and becks, and wreathed smiles^ 

Such as hang on Hebe's cheek, 

And love to live in dimple sleek ; 

Sport that wrinkled Care derides. 

And Laughter holding both his sides. 

Come, and trip it as you go 

On the light fantastic toe, : 

And in thy righth and lead with thee, 

The mountain nymph, sweet Liberty; 
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And if I give thee honour due. 
Mirth, admit me of thy crew 
To live with her, and live with thee,^ 
In unfeproved pleasures free ; 
To hear the lark begin his flight. 
And singing startle the dull night, 
From his watch-tow'r in the skies. 
Till the dappled dawn doth. rise ; 
Then to come in spite of sorrow, 
And at my window bid good morroi^,. 
Through the sweet-briar, or the vine,. 
Or the twisted eglantine ; , 

While the cock with Uvely din 
Scatters the rear of darkness thin. 
And to the stack, or the barn-door. 
Stoutly struts his dames. before: 
Oft list*ning how the hounds and horn. 
Cheerly rouse the slumbering mom. 
From the side of some hoar hill, 
Through the high wood echoing shrillr 
Some time walking not unseen 
By hedge-row elms, on hillocks green^ 
Right against the eastern gate, 
Where the great sun begins his state, 
Rob'd in flames, and amber light, 
The clouds in thousand liveries dight. 
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While the ploughman near at hand 

Whistles o'er the furrow'd land. 

And the milkmaid singeth blithe, 

And the mower whets his sithe, 

And every shepherd tells his tale 

Under the hawthorn in the dale. 

Straight mine eye hath eatight new pleasures 

Whilst the landscape round it measures. 

Russet lawns, and fallows gray, 

Where the nibbling flocks do stray, 

Mountains on whose barren breast 

The laboring clouds do often rest. 

Meadows trim with daisies pied. 

Shallow brooks, and rivers wide. 

Towers and battlements it sees 

Bosom'd high in tufted trees, 

W^here perhaps some beauty lies, 

The Cyiiosure of neighb'ring eyes. 

Hard by, a cottage chimney smokes. 

From betwixt two aged oaks. 

Where Corydon and Thyrsis met. 

Are at their savoury dinner set 

Of hferbs, and other country messes. 

Which the ne^thanded PhilKs dresses ; 

And then in haste her bow'r she leaves, 

With Thestylis to bind the sheaves; 
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Or if the earlier season lead 

To the tann'd haycock in the mead. 

Sometimes with secure delight ' 

The upland hamlets will invite^ 

When the merry bells ring round, 

And the jocund rebiecs sound 

To many a youth, ahdmany a maid^ 

Dancing in the. chequer'd shade ; 

And young and old come forth to play 

On a sunshine holiday, 

Till the hve-long daylight foil; 

Then to the spicy nut-broWn ale, 

With stories told of many a fbat. 

How fairy Mab the junkets eat, . 

She was pincht, and puU'd she said. 

And he by friar's lantern led 

Tells how the drudging* Goblin sweat, 

To earn his cream-bowl duly set^ 

When in one night, ere glimpse of mom, . 

His shadowy flail hath thresh'd the corn. 

That ten day-lab'rers^could not end ; 

Then lies him down the lubbar fiend, 

And stretch'd out all the chin^ne/s length, 

Basks at the fire his hairy strength^ 

And crop-full out of doors he flings, 

Ere the first cock his matin rings. 
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Thus done the tales, to bed they creep. 

By whispering winds soon luU'd asleep. 

Tow'red cities please us then. 

And the busy hum of me^, 

Where throngs of knights and barons bold 

In weeds of peace high triumphs hold. 

With store of ladies, whose bright eyes 

Rain influence, and judge the prize - 

Of wit, or arms, while both contend 

To win her grace, whom all commend. 

There let Hymen oft appear 

In safifron robe, with taper clear. 

And pomp, and feast, and revelry. 

With mask, and antique pageantry, 

Such sights as youthful poets dream 

On summer eves by haunted stream. 

Then to the well-trod stage anon, 

If Jonson's learned sock be on. 

Or sweetest Shakespear, Fancy's child. 

Warble his native wood-iiotes wild. 

And ever against eating cares> 

Lap me in soft Lydian airs. 

Married to immortal verse, 

Such as the meeting soul may pierce 

In notes, with many a winding bout 

Of linked sweetness long drawn out> 
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With wanton heed, and giddy cunning, 
The melting voice through mazes running, 
Untwisting all the chains that tie 
The hidden soul of harmony; 
That Orpheus self may heave his head - 
From golden plumber on a bed 
Of heapt Elysian flow'rs, and hear 
Such strains as would have won the ear 
Of Pluto, to have quite set free 
'His half regained Eurydice. 
These delights if thou canst give, 
Mirth, with thee I mean to live. 



XIV. 

IL PENSEROSO. 

Hencs vain deluding joys, 

The brood of folly without father bred. 
How little you bested. 

Or fill the fixed mind with all your toys; 
Dwell in some idle brain. 

And fancies fond with gaudy shapes possess, 
As thick and numberless 

As the' gay motes that people the sun-beams^ 
Or likest hovering dreams 

The fickle pensioners of Morpheus train. 
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But hail thou goddess, sage and holy. 

Hail dimest Melancholy, 

Whose saintly visage is too bright 

To hit the sense of human sight, 

And therefore to our Weaker view 

O'erlaid with black, staid wisdom's hue; 

Black, but such as in esteem 

Prince Memnon's sister might b^eem. 

Or that starr'd Ethiop queen that strove 

To set her beauty's praise above 

The Sea-nymphs, and their pow'tt oifended : 

Yet thou art higher far descended. 

Thee bright*hair'd Vesta long of yore 

To solitary Saturn bore ; 

His daughter she (in Saturn's reign, 

Such mixture was not held a stain)* 

Oft in glimmering bow'rs and glades 

He met her, and in secret shades 

Of woody Ida's inmost grove, 

While yet there was no fear of Jove. 

Come pensive Nun, devout atid pure. 

Sober, stedfast, and demure. 

All in a robe of darkest grain. 

Flowing with majestjc train, 

And sable stole of Cyprus lawu. 

Over thy decent shoulders ifwmn. 
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Come, but keep thy wonted state, 

With even step, and musing gait. 

And looks commercing with the skies 

Thy rapt soul sitting in thine eyes : 

There held in holy pa^srbn still. 

Forget thyself to marble, till 

With a sad leaden downwarl cast 

Thou fix them on the earth as fast : 

And join with thee calm Peace, and Quiet, 

Spare Fast, that oft with gods doth diet, 

And hears the muses in a ring 

Aye round about Jove's altar sing : 

And add to these retired Leisure, 

That in trim gardens^ takes his pleasure ; 

But first, and chiefest, with thee bring. 

Him that yon soars dn golden wing. 

Guiding the fiery- wheeled throne. 

The cherub Contemplation ; 

And the mute Silence hist along, 

'Less Philomel will deign a song. 

In her sweetest, saddest plight. 

Smoothing the rugged brow of night. 

While Cynthia checks her dragon yoke, 

Gently o'er th* accustom'd oak; 

Sweet bird that shunn'st the noise of folly. 

Most musical, most melancholy! 
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Thee chauntress oft the woods among 

r woo to hear thy eyen-song ; 

And missing thee, I walk unseen 

On the dry smooth-shaven green. 

To behold the wand'ring moon, 

Riding near her highest noon, 

Like one that had been led astray 

Through the Heav'n's wide pathless way. 

And oft, as if her head she boVd, 

Stooping through a fleecy cloud. 

Oft on a plat of rising ground, 

I hear the far-off Curfeu sound, 

Over some wide-water'd shore. 

Swinging slow with sullen roar ; 

Or if the air will not permit. 

Some still removed place will fit. 

Where glowing embers through the room 

Teach light to counterfeit a gloom, 

Far from all resort of mirth. 

Save the cricket on the hearth. 

Or the bellman's drowsy charm, 

To bless the doors from nightly harm : 

Or let my lamp at n^idnight hour, 

Be seen in some high lonely tow'r. 

Where I may oft out-watch the Bear, 

With thrice great Hermes, or unsphere 
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The spirit of Plato to unfold 
What worlds, or what vast regions hold 
The immortal mind that hath forsook 
Hier mansion in this fleshly nook : 
And of those Demons that are found 
In fire, ah:, flood, or under ground, 
Whose power hath a true consent 
With planet, or with element. 
Sometime let go^ous tragedy 
In sceptred pall come sweeping by, , 
Presenting Thebes, or Pelops' line. 
Or the tale of Troy divine, . . 
Or what (though rare) of later age 
Ennobled hath the buskin'd stage. 
But, O sad Vu'gin, that thy power 
Might raise Museeus from his bower, 
Or bid the soul of Orpheus sing 
Such notes, as warbled to the string. 
Drew iron tears down Pluto's cheek. 
And made Hell grant what love did seek. 
Or call up hun that left half told 
The story of Cambuscan bold. 
Of Camball, and of Algarsife, 
And who had Canace to wife. 
That own'd the virtuous ring and glass, 
And of the wondrous' horse of brass, 
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On which the Tartar kinf did ride ; 
And if aught elae great barda beside : 
In sage and solemn tunes have sung. 
Of tumeys and of trophies hung, 
Of forests, and inchantments dreaf , 
Where more is meant than meets the ear. 
Thus Night oft see me in thy pak caireery 
Till civil-suited Mom aj^ar. 
Nor trickt and frounc^; as die was wont 
With the Attic boy to hunt» 
But kerchieft in a comely cbud^ 
While rocking winds are piping loud. 
Or ushered with a shower stiO, 
When the gust hath blowft hia fiUl, 
Ending on the rustling leaves^ 
With minute drops from off the-esKves. 
And when the sun begins to flteg 
His flaring beams* me goddass biang 
To arched walks of twilighli gf omesy 
And shadows brown Aat Sylvan, lovea . 
Of pine, or monumental oak, 
Where the rude axe with heased aftroke 
Was never heard the nymphs to daunl), 
Or fright them from thein hallowed haunt. 
There in close ^overt by some brook, 
Where no profaner eye may look, , 
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Hide me from day's gaxish eye, 

While the bee with honied thigh. 

That at her flow'ry wprk doth wpg. 

And the waters murmuring. 

With such concert a» they k^epp 

Entice the dewy feathered sleep; 

And let some strange mysterious dr^eam 

Wave at his wings in aery stream 

Of lively portraiture display'cb 

Softly on iny eye-lida laid. 

And as I wake^ sweet music breathe 

Above, about, or underneath, 

Sent by some spirit to mortals good, 

Or th' unseen genius of the wood. 

But let my due feet never fail 

To walk the studious cloisters pale, 

And love the high embowed roof. 

With antique pillars mas^y proof, 

And storied windows richly dight, ^ 

Casting a dim religious light. 

There let the peaUng organ blow, 

To the full voic'd quiue below. 

In service high, and anthems clear, 

As may with sweetness, through mine ear. 

Dissolve me into extasies. 

And bring all Heav'n b^ore mine eyes. 
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And may at last my weary age 
Find out the peaceful hermitage, 
The hairy gown and mossy cell, 
Where Imay sit and rightly spell 
Of every star that heav'n doth shew, 
And every herb that sips the dew ; 
Till old experience do attain 
To something like prophetic strain. 
These pleasures Melancholy ^wcy 
And I with thee will choose to live. 



XV. 
ARCADES. 

FART OP AM SNTBRTAINMSNT PRBSBNTXD TO THB COUNTESS OOWA6XR 

OP DXRBT, AT HARSPIBLD, BT SOMB KOBLB PERSONS OF HER 

FAMILY, WHO APPBAR ON THE SCENE IN PASTORAL 

HABIT, HOTINO TOWARD THE SEAT OP STATE, 

WITH THIS SONG. 

I. SONG. 

Look nymphs, and shepherds look,. 
What sudden blaze of majesty 
Is that which we from hence descry, 
Too divine to be mistook : 
This, this is she 
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To whom our vows and wishes bend ; 
Here our solemn search hath end. 

Fame,. that her high worth to raise, 
Seem'd erst so lavish and profuse, 
We may justly now accuse 
Of detraction from her praise ; 

Less than half we find exprest, 

Envy bid conceal the rest. 

Mark what radiant state she spreads^ 
In circle round her shining throne, 
Shooting her beams like silver threads ; 
This, this is she alone, 

Sitting like a goddess bright, 

In the centre of her light. 

Might she the wise Latona be, 
Or the toVred Cybele, 
Mother of a hundred gods ; 
Jtino dares not give her odds; 

Who had thought this clime had held 

A deity so unparallel'd ? 



S2 
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AS THKY COMS FORWARD, TPB GSNIUS OF THE WOOD AVrSARS, A^D 
TURNING TOWARD THRU, 8PBARS. 

GENIUS. 

Stay, gentle swains, for though in this disguise, 
I see bright honour sparkle through your eyes ; 
Of famous Arcady ye are, and sprung 
Of that renowned flood, so often sung, 
Divine Alpheus, who by secret sluice 
Stole under seas to meet his Arethuse ; 
And ye, the breathing roses of the wood, 
Fair silver-buskin'd nymphs as great and good, 
I know this quest of yours, and free intent 
Was all in honour and devotion meant 
To the great mistress of yon princely shrine. 
Whom with low reverence I adore as min^, 
And with all helpful service will comply 
To further this night's glad solemnity t 
And lead ye where ye may more near behold 
What shallow-searching Fame hath left untold ; 
Which I full oft amidst these shades alone 
Have sat to wonder at, and g^aze upon : 
For know by lot from Jove I am the power 
Of this fair wood, and live in oaken bower. 
To nurse the saplings tall, and curl the grove 
With ringlets quaint, and wanton windings wove. 
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'And all my plants I save from nightly ill 
Of noisome winds, «nd blasting vapours chill : 
And from the bongos brush off the evil dew, 
And heal the arms of thwarting thunder blue, 
Or what the cross dire-looking planet smites, 
Or hurtful worm with canker'd venom bites. 
When evening gray doth rise, I fetch my roiflid 
Over the mount, and all this hallow'd ground, 
And early ere the cklorbus breath of mom 
Awakes the shimb'ring leaves, or tassePd horn 
Shakes the high thicket, haste I all about, 
Number my ranks, and visit every sprout 
With puissant words, and muimurs made to bless ; 
But else in deep of night, when drowsiness 
Hath lock'd up mortal sense, then listen I 
To the celestial Sirens' harmony. 
That sit upon the nine infolded spheres. 
And sing to those that hold the vital shears, 
And turn the adamantine spindle round, 
On which the fate of gods and itten is wound. 
Such sweet compulsion doth in mUsic lie, 
To lull the daughters of Necessity, 
And keep unsteady Nature to her law. 
And the low world in measur'd motion draw 
After the heav'nly tune, which none can hear 
Of human mould with gross unpurged ear ; 
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And yet such music worthiest were to blaze 
The peerless height of her immortal praise. 
Whose lustre leads us, and for her most fit. 
If my inferior hand or voice could hit 
Inimitable sounds, yet as we go, 
Whate'er the skill of lesser gods can show, 
I will assay, her worth to celebrate. 
And so attend ye toward her glittering state ; 
Where ye may ail that are of noble stem 
Approach, and kiss her sacred vesture's hem. 

2. SONG. 

O'er the smooth enamell'd green, 
Where no print of step hath been. 
Follow me as 1 sing, 
And touch the warbled string. 

Under the shady roof 

Of branching elm star-proof. 
Follow me, 

I will bring you where she sits. 

Clad in splendour as befits 
Her deity. 

Such a rural Queen 

All Arcadia hath not seen. 
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3. soNO. 



Nymphs and shepherds dance no more 

By sandy Ladon's liiied banks. 
On old Lyceeus or Cyllene hoar 

Trip no more in twilight ranks^ 
Though Erymanth your loss deplore, 

A better soil shall give ye thanks. 
From the stony Maenalus 
Bring your flocks, and Uve with us, 
Here ye shall have greater grace, 
To serve the Lady of this place. 
Though Syrinx your Pan's mistress were. 
Yet Syrinx well might wait on her. 

Such a rural Queen 
All Arcadia hath not seen. 



END OF VOL. II. 
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